REV. SAMUEL SONG	         BUILDING THE HOUSE - GIVING	18 SEP 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have been talking about Building the House through our time and talents – serving.  Today we will focus on Building the House through our treasure.

Matthew 6:19-21
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Treasure in heaven is not some vague, heavenly reference to kindly thoughts in God’s heart or something like that.  God’s kingdom is ruling and will ultimately rule on earth.  Treasures in heaven are things of worth in God’s coming kingdom, such as justice, mercy, dignity, love, salvation of the lost, care for the marginalized, etc…
The implication is that we would do better to invest our money in activities that transform the world, than in securities that protect our accumulated surplus.

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We might expect this sentence to run the other way, “Where your heart is, there your treasure will be also.” But Jesus’ actual words are more profound. 
Money changes the heart more than the heart decides how to handle money. Jesus’ point is not “You tend to put your money into things that matter to you,” but, “the possessions you own will change you so that you care more about them than about other things.” 
Choose carefully what you own, for you will inevitably begin to value and protect it, to the potential detriment of everything else. 
We need to realize the power of treasure – treasure transforms.  Those who invest their deepest treasure in the things of this world will find they are no longer serving God but money.
Matthew 6:24
No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.

1.  Money is very spiritual.

About 20% of Scriptures concerns money, wealth, property, lands, finances, possessions, giving, and tithing.
If money is not a spiritual subject, why are there so many Scriptures concerning it?
Psalm 35:27
Let them shout for joy and rejoice, who favor my vindication; And let them say continually, "The Lord be magnified, who delights in the prosperity of His servant."

Redemptive Lift - missiological term used to describe the prosperity of individuals or nations who turn to God and in return God brings forth His prosperity upon them.
· African farms - one flourishes, another withers.
· Transformation video - Alomolonga. Guatemala, produce grew 1000% in 20 years.

Scripture clearly shows that when you give your money, you are performing an act of sacred worship to your God!
Malachi 3:10
"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in this," says the Lord of hosts, "if I will not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows."
Deuteronomy 26:1-12 plainly states that tithing and offerings are specific worship services before God.

The enemy has deceived us and has somehow convinced us that money is evil or definitely unspiritual. 
Money is your life. Each week when you are paid, the paycheck you receive is the company's way of reimbursing you for the part of your life you spent in service to the firm.
You are sanctified through Christ. Every week you are giving a part of your holy life to your employer and in exchange they give you money.
***Work is not a curse.  Adam was given a job before the Fall.  Work is a gift from the Lord.

Ecclesiastes 5:18-19
Here is what I have seen to be good and fitting: to eat, to drink and enjoy oneself in all one's labor in which he toils under the sun during the few years of his life which God has given him; for this is his reward.  Furthermore, to every man God has given riches and wealth, He has also empowered him to eat from them and to receive his reward and rejoice in his labor; this is the gift of God.

Money is a spiritual matter. When you put your money into use using Biblical principles, and with a good heart, money becomes a very sacred thing.

2.  Money is not evil.

1 Timothy 6: 10
For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many a pang.

Money is not the root of all evil. The love of money is.
Money is neither good nor evil. It is the user that determines the nature. It only has the ability to do what the owner wants it to do. 
The only way for money to do anything evil is for it to come under the control of an evil person. 
Money simply manifests what is in the heart of the owner.

3.  Improper attitudes toward money can harm you.

When talking about money, as in discussing any other topic in Scripture, it is important to maintain a balance.
Money does have the potential to harm you if you do not control it in accordance with God's specific instructions.
It can harm you if you use it for dark and sinful purposes.
It can harm you if you are controlled by it.
Matthew 19:16-26 - Rich Young Ruler
· He wanted eternal life but he was so focused on the temporal. Giving speaks of the eternal.
· He placed his trust in himself and his riches instead of God.
· His security was in riches
Money can do many good things, but when money is not controlled by the Spirit of God in us, it can literally destroy us.
Example – Ed Silvoso's friend.

There is something about money that competes for our devotion. People serve money the way they serve God. 
Why? Because money transfers to its owner certain god-like features. 
· God is omnipotent (all-powerful), but those who possess lots of cash feel omnipotent, as though they can do anything they want. 
· God is omnipresent, but wealth also carries a hint of omnipresence, because the wealthy believe they can go anywhere, anytime. 
· God alone is omniscient (ali-knowing), but the rich come to believe they can find out whatever they want.

Money or more precisely the spirit of mammon tries to replace God.
Money is not the answer to problems.  God is. 
Pastor Jimmy Evans
Mammon promises things that only God can give—security, significance, identity, independence, power, and freedom.  Mammon tells us that it can insulate us from life’s problems and that money is the answer to every situation.

Many times when we are under pressure this thought will come to us:
1. We either need God to miraculously change our circumstances or
2. We need to win the lottery or have someone unload a truckload of cash on us.
Notice how the spirit of mammon tries to position itself as a substitute for God.  
You either need God to work a miracle or you need more money.  
That is a lie.  
We need God, period.
Remember, Jesus never told anyone the answer was more money.

4.  Money doesn't guarantee happiness.

Many of the things which make us unhappy can be cured by money. 
For example a student who is unhappy because she does not have money for college will be happy when money comes her way.
But, money itself never guarantees happiness.
Many of you endure long hours and overbearing, unrealistic bosses because happiness comes with the paycheck.
But, money itself never guarantees happiness.
If that were the case, then all rich people would be marvelously happy and all the poor folks would be miserably sad.
We know this is not the case.
Money simply does not guarantee happiness. 
True happiness and lasting peace only comes from a proper relationship with Jesus.
Romans 14:17-19
For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who in this way serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

When your relationship with God is right, your money will not cause you problems and unhappiness; instead, it will be a blessing and a source of happiness for you and others around you.

God has already given to us.
As in 1 John, we love because He first loved us.
We give because He first gave to us.
So we don't give to get, we give as a thanksgiving for what we have already received.
John Wimber
	We give to get to give.

God is desiring to give to people He can trust.
Matthew 25:29
For to everyone who has shall more be given, and he shall have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.
We may say this is unfair, but in God's perspective it would be unfair to give to someone who is not trustworthy.

2 Chronicles 16:9
For the eyes of the Lord move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His...

1 Samuel 2:30
For those who honor Me, I will honor, and those who despise Me will be lightly esteemed.
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