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Matthew 6:19-21, 24
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also…
No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and wealth.

I am going to be very straight about the topic of giving and stewardship.  

First of all, God does not need your money.  If He did then He would be an impotent God.  But God asks us to give.  If it’s not for His benefit then it’s for ours.  There is something very supernatural about giving that it breaks the control, greed, and self that is the god of this age.

Let’s clarify some terms.  Stewardship, generosity and giving are not synonyms.  Using these terms interchangeably confuses people. 
· Stewardship is a role, 
· Giving is an act, 
· Generosity is an attitude. 
In biblical times, a steward was a respected person of high integrity who was entrusted with the master’s possessions. The steward managed the possessions in accordance with the master’s wishes. Since God created and still owns all we have, stewardship is recognizing that God is the owner and we are His managers, responsible for using God’s possessions to please Him. 

Generosity involves a willingness to sacrifice for the benefit of others. 
Giving is merely the act of releasing something of value. 
Giving can be done without generosity (the Pharisees), but you cannot be generous without giving. 
However, generosity is only one characteristic of a biblical steward. 
A steward’s primary responsibility is to manage the resources that are not given away. 
The Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25:14–28 is a good example of both positive and negative stewardship.

How to give:

Primary issue is about control.  I have to make sure that even in giving that I take control out of my hands.  

Here is a simple plan:

· Tithe – belongs to God.  It’s the first 10%.  Goes to God’s house.  I don’t decide anything.  It’s His for His church.

· Offering – anything above and beyond the tithe.  I have some discretion but control is still given to God.  Missions, particular missionaries, Vision fund, thanksgiving offering, offering to church plants, etc…

· Charity – I decide where to give, to whom to give to, etc…Totally under my control.  World Vision, UNICEF, Christian Action, etc…

Questions on tithing and giving to God

1. What is the difference between tithes and offerings?

Tithes 10% this belongs to God.

Offerings are anything we give over and above our tithes.

It is a voluntary contribution. Types of offerings - love, thanksgiving, faith, mission, freewill (just because).

2. Can I tithe to a charity organization or does it have to go to church?

The tithe goes to the church. Malachi 3:10 - storehouse effect. The tithe was to take care of the Temple and the priests. Give to where you are being fed. Have turned away old members who wanted to continue to give to SP. Tithe goes to your church first.

Giving to charity organizations or other ministries is offerings.

3. Do I have to give every week or can I give once a month? What if I don't have a regular salary?

Give when you receive. The important aspect is not when but that you do.

4. Can I manage the tithe and then give when it becomes large in a legacy gift?

Well, we are to give when we receive. Not so interested in a return on earth per se but in 'heaven. Giving is about faith.

5. What if the church has large reserves and doesn't use the money anyway?

We are giving to God.

6. Do I have to tithe my bonus or gains from investments?

Depends on whether you did it yourself or was it the Lord.

Look, I don’t want something from you.  I want something for you.  This is not a financial issue but a spiritual one; it’s a discipleship issue.  I cannot be a good pastor/shepherd without discussing money.  I love you too much to not say something.

I am trying to guide you to understand that poor stewardship is dangerous for you. 
Between 25 and 50 percent of churchgoers give nothing or next to nothing. Again, this is not a financial problem but a spiritual one. God is a giver. Our willingness to give reveals our relationship to God.

Examples can be found throughout Scripture, but two of the most potent are found in Luke 12 and Revelation 3.

In Luke 12:15–21, we see a rich farmer blessed with an abundant crop.  He gives no credit to God, nor does he give thought to being a steward.  He thinks only about himself. Jesus calls him a fool, not because he had great possessions, but because his possessions had him.

In Revelation 3:14–17, we read God’s letter to the church in Laodicea.  The people in the church believed their material blessings indicated they were right with God.  But God exposed their blindness, nakedness, and depravity.

In both cases, a harmful relationship with wealth became the root of spiritual blindness.

On the other hand, rich stewardship benefits everyone.

The Acts 2 church provides an encouraging contrast to the church in Laodicea. 
In Acts 2:42–47, the early church lives out a culture of stewardship. 
Acts 2:45 
And they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need.
This first-century church is a beautiful picture of generosity in action, even in their lack.
Why we give:

1. 

 We give because it all belongs to Him anyway.

2 Peter 1:3

seeing His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.
2. We give because we have received so much from Him.

We are blessed to be a blessing.

Matthew 12:48b

From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.
3. We give to overcome self and greed.

Greed at its root is the love of self or self-interest.  Its part of what is at the root of the opposite of love.

CS Lewis


…ruthless, sleepless, unsmiling concentration on self that is the mark of Hell…

Your relationship with money impacts your relationship with God.

Let’s be a good stewards who are generous and give with cheerful hearts.
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