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1 Timothy 5:2

Do not sharply rebuke an older man, but rather appeal to him as a father, to the younger men as brothers, the older women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, in all purity.

Earlier in the year we talked about building the family, which was, very much marriage and parenting focused.  I know the singles felt a little left out.  It would have been ideal to talk about relationships then but I wanted to wait until this series – Protecting the House, to share on this topic.  Mostly to stress the weight and impact that our choices in our relationships have on the body.

1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 26

For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  For the body is not one member, but many. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

In my humble opinion one of the most damaging things that happen in the church deal with brokenness between men and women.

· So many sisters can’t trust men because of men in the church – hypocrites.

· People leaving church because they are hurt by opposite sex in the church.

· Trust broken because people don’t protect one another.

Example of church with stalker…

The reality is relationships are touch.

Relationships are a battle.  

Pat Benatar

We are young, heartache to heartache, we stand, no promises, no demands, love is a battlefield, whooo-oh-oh

Love is a battlefield.

Joshua 7

Moses has died and Joshua has taken over the task to lead Israel into the land of Canaan.  

Canaan is the picture of the Christian life and all the battles we will face as soon as we enter in.  It also gives us a backdrop to talk about dating and relationships.

They were instantly faced with 3 battles and these same 3 battles are the ones we face today.

1. Battle of Jericho – chapter 6

Jericho is a picture of the world.  

God told Israel they were not to take anything out of Jericho as they went in to fight but they wouldn’t listen to God and they sinned in taking the accursed thing.

We are not of this world.  We are aliens from another world.  The way we act and live are contrary to the operations of this world.

1 John 2:15-16

Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

In relationships we do not do as the world does.  Sleeping around, living together, casual sex, giving of our hearts on the first encounter.

2. Battle of Ai – chapter 7

Ai is the picture of the flesh.  The Israelites underestimated their enemy.  They told Joshua to only send a small band of 2-3000 against the people of Ai since they are small.  36 Israelites died as a result of their overconfidence in their own power and strength.

Never underestimate the power of the flesh and never overestimate our own personal strength.

Proverbs 16:18


Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.

3. Battle against the Gibeonites

This battle was not of flesh and blood but it was a spiritual battle of deception.

After the Gibeonites heard of what happened at Jericho and Ai they set out to deceive the Israelites to make a covenant with them and cause Israel to sin.

v. 14

So the men of Israel took some of their provisions, and did not ask for the counsel of the Lord.

Ephesians 6:12

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Marriage is so precious to God so the enemy works overtime to destroy it before it ever happens and also when it is happening.

Some SP Guidelines

1.  Missionary Dating

Not God’s plan A.

The Bible is nearly silent on the issue of dating.  Dating is a modern phenomenon.  Parents arranged marriages in the past and the Bible is written in that perspective.  

http://www.bibleinfo.com/en/topics/dating

I have seen it done but it is very rare.  Key is the believer loves God so much more than non-believer and more than wanting to get married.  It’s a rare person who can do that.

2.  Pre-Marital Sex

If you are a Christian and feel you have a right to engage in pre-marital sex, that sex is really only symptomatic of a deep, serious spiritual problem.

There is something so supernatural about sex and it’s effects on us.  Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 6:18

Flee immorality.  Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

Sexual intercourse is a life-uniting act.

Derrick Bailey

Sexual intercourse is an act of the whole self which affects the whole self; it is a personal encounter between man and woman in which each does something to the other, for good or for ill, which can never be obliterated.  This remains true even when they are ignorant of the radical character of their act.

If you're sleeping with the person you're dating, you're telling each other two things. 
First, you're telling each other that your relationship with God is not your primary commitment. 
Second, you're telling each other that you are the kind of person that will sleep with someone you're not married to. Do you think that repeating vows to each other will somehow change that? It doesn't. You will enter into a marriage, if you end up marrying the person that you're sleeping with, already telling each other that you will sleep with someone you're not married to. What happens when he goes on business trips, or when she goes on business trips, and things come up? You already know that each of you is not first and foremost committed to God.
3.  Unequally Yoked

Marrying a non-believer.  

2 Corinthians 6:14-15 The Living Bible

Don't be teamed with those who do not love the Lord, for what do the people of God have in common with the people of sin? How can light live with darkness? And what harmony can there be between Christ and the devil? How can a Christian be a partner with one who doesn't believe?

The Message

Don't become partners with those who reject God.  How can you make a partnership out of right and wrong?  That's not partnership; that's war. Is light best friends with dark?  Does Christ go strolling with the Devil?"
Pretty self-explanatory.

Wrote a letter to a brother who was engaged to a non-believer but was adamant he was doing nothing wrong.  It’s in my notes.

Protect this house.  Protect our sisters and brothers.

Ladies – our men are visual – that’s our weakness but help us out by dressing appropriately to church and at church activities.

Men – let’s protect and care for our women as sisters like 1 Timothy 5 tells us to.  Protect their hearts by not playing games and saying premature things and protect their integrity by not touching them inappropriately.
_______________________________________________________________

Letter to Church Member

Hi ______,
It was good to chat with you last week.  A bit brief but at least we can continue the conversation via email.
So you mentioned that your denomination does not believe Paul's statement in 2 Corinthians of being unequally yoked refers to marriage?  Is this correct?  If it is, then may I know your denomination and their exegesis of the passage?  I thought you were a new Christian and didn't grow up in the church?  In any case, let's deal with the passage at hand.
The passage we are referring to is 2 Cor 6:14, do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.  This passage does not refer only to marriage as it really is dealing with all unions but it does include marriage.  Marriage has very unique ways that binds two people together.
Let me talk about marriage a little first then get into the passage again. Christian marriage is more than a contract.  It is a covenant with a covenant God.  We make a contract with the state - marriage license that satisfies the non-Christian but as a Christian because we are in covenant with God, we recognize our covenant with our spouse in a ceremony at a church and ask for God's blessing on that union.  In Christian marriage, two become one (Genesis 2:24).  I think you have been to enough SP weddings to hear me talk about this mystery.  Part of the whole discussion on keeping ourselves sexually pure before marriage is because the human act of two becoming one is intercourse. The issue is not about purity really; it’s about marriage and what marriage means.  Many pastors blow it when they merely talk about sexual purity without ever mentioning the spiritual role of marriage as two becoming one flesh.  
Marriage is not merely a social or biological construct but an incredible symbol of the union between Christ and the church. Both husband and wife are held accountable to the community for the marriage itself.  But in a marriage of a believer and a non-believer, the church has authority and discipling capacity over only one party.  Without the indwelling Holy Spirit and the reign of Christ through His Word, only one party is able to live out explicitly the picture of the gospel embedded in the marriage.
A marriage of a follower of Christ to an unbeliever impedes the intimacy of a union that from the beginning was intended to be about a common mission under the rule of a common King (Genesis 1:27-28)
Counter to the culture that we live in today, marriage is not just about romance, marriage is romantic, but it’s about the gospel, the purposes of God, and mission.  
My simple questions are, how can a follower of Christ enter into a covenant relationship when that person is not in a covenant relationship with God?  How can the purposes of God be followed if one person doesn't follow God?
Really, one does not need to consult 2 Corinthians 6 at all if there is a clear understanding of biblical marriage and the purposes of marriage and covenant.
In any case, let's still talk about the passage.
First of all, it is almost universally accepted in the Christian church, now and throughout church history that Paul is talking about being in unequal partnerships - marriage being one of these partnerships.  Again the passage does not exclusively talk about marriage as the only unequal partnership but it definitely is one of those.
Unequally yoked - heterezygeo - to have fellowship with one who is not equal.
Unbeliever - apistos - unfaithful, faithless, not to be trusted.
The yoke is a wooden bar that joins two oxen to each other and to the burden they pull.  If one ox is stronger than the other one, or one is taller then as they pull the load they go around in circles.  Basically, Paul is telling the church in Corinth that if you put yourself in a partnership with non-Christians, you are going to go nowhere.  Round and round but not getting anything done. Powerful picture.  
In terms of what an unbeliever is, the text is pretty clear.  Paul makes a sharp contrast between righteousness and lawlessness, light and darkness, Christ and Belial (epithet of Satan), temple of God and idols.  The clarity of his presentation should speak volumes to us.   
Here is Eugene Peterson’s modern translation of the passage:
"Don't become partners with those who reject God.  How can you make a partnership out of right and wrong?  That's not partnership; that's war.  Is light best friends with dark?  Does Christ go strolling with the Devil?"
I am sure you are hoping that she will change in the process of marriage but that's not what the scriptures teach.  It doesn't say, "don't be unequally yoked, unless you think the person will change."  It says simply, do not be unequally yoked.
______, I hear the Lord saying this, "_____, pick up your cross and follow Me." like I mentioned before, I have no issue with your fiancée.  I am sure she is wonderful.  My admonition to you is wait until she has made a decision. Why the hurry?  Unless she is pregnant or something (that is another email for another time) no need to rush into this.  Take a step of faith by trusting God and waiting on Him.  Then you can go into marriage with the full blessing of God and the blessing of your close Christian friends.
I await your response.  God bless.
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