161023 Protecting the House against Gossip

Proverbs 26:22
The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts of the body.

Protecting the house. What are the things that cause division in the house? 
· Unhealthy relationships 
· Gossip

Introduction
Gossip - has anyone here ever engaged in gossip? 

This world is full of gossip. Especially in this age of the Internet, gossip is everywhere. 
· Before, it was magazines. Now it's so easy to find gossip. 
· There's something so enticing about gossip. Benny Hinn. 
· NIV: The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to the inmost parts.
· A choice morsel? A small amount of food, a mouthful, chocolate, dessert, steak
· What’s the point? Gossip is “delicious”. It’s tantalizing. “Juicy”.  
· What is it about gossip that makes it so irresistible? It feeds the deep cravings of our hearts. Our hunger for significance, acceptance, righteousness (a desire to feel justified). We'll talk more on this later. 
· Just as choice morsels tend to be unhealthy for our body (they stay in your body), gossip is damaging to the body of Christ, especially if the gossip takes place within a local body. It has the power to destroy that local body, if it’s left unchecked and unrepented.

Romans 1:28-31
And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, [29] being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, [30] slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, [31] without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful

5588 psithyristḗs – a whisperer; a sneaky gossip (a "back-stabber"); a backbiter, quietly (secretly) destroying another person's character – i.e. covertly, not out in the open, but rather operating "in a corner."

This passage is describing what happened when humans rejected God, and God gave them over to their sinful desires. Gossip is right up there, along with murder, strife, greed, envy, all unrighteousness and wickedness
· Not just a minor issue, a small thing, “everybody does it”
· Gossip is a serious matter. It has the potential to cause much damage. 

Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.

There is significant power in our tongue. It can give life to people, or it can bring death to people. “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never harm me.” This is simply not true. Hurtful speech is an invisible dagger to the soul, capable of doing enormous harm to a person’s mind, will, and emotion.  

Protecting the house.. We, corporately as a body, must first repent of our gossip, then resist further temptation to gossip. 

Ray Ortlund - “I have never seen adultery send a whole church into meltdown. Gossip, by contrast, is often perceived as a little sin. But it destroys churches”.
· Captain America: Civil War
· Start a war from within, and the empire crumbles
· Mark 3:24-25 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.
· A church that is divided against itself will not be able to stand. Gossip has the potential to divide the church from within. 

Outline:
1) Define it
2) Why is it so bad?
3) What’s the remedy? 

Definition of Gossip
Discussion about what is gossip and what is not takes a long time
· Not that clearcut, and I’m sure we would disagree on many points
· This situation, that situation? Is this allowed, is that allowed?

Having a conversation about someone behind his/her back, out of a self-seeking heart
· What makes it gossip is that it’s done out of a self-seeking heart
· Just because you're talking about someone behind their back, doesn't mean it's necessarily bad. We do this all the time. (Donald and Eunice).
· Monica and Andrew
· Last week’s message about the man who came to SP only to pick up girls. Someone had to go and tell P. Sam behind his back
· Must check your own heart. Are you meeting a selfish need through this conversation? Are you selfishly feeding the cravings of your broken heart?

Two types of gossip:
· Meddling gossip (busybodies, spreading private information)
· 2 Thess 3:10-12 If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.
· 1 Tim 5:13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk nonsense, saying things they ought not to.
· “prayer request” gossiper 
· Malicious gossip (slandering/complaining/backstabbing)
· James 4:11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another.

Both types of gossip satisfy a selfish craving of our hearts. 
· Meddling gossip (getting involved in other people’s business, spreading private information) 
· makes us feel significant and accepted. You know things that other people don’t know. You are part of something EXCLUSIVE. You belong to the inner circle. 
· Malicious gossip (condemning someone behind his back, complaining about someone behind his back, unveiling the failures of another person) 
· it satisfies our anger, our desire for revenge (you’re getting back at them for something they did that hurt you) especially if the listener affirms you
· it feeds our self-righteousness (we feel more righteous and superior)
· it’s prideful

Both types gossip have no real concern for the other person to be restored or healed. It’s self-seeking. You are deriving pleasure from sharing someone else’s struggles and failures. 
· Psalm 139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!
· Here’s a good question to ask yourself: Is there a sense of ENJOYMENT/SATISFACTION in sharing this information? It’s probably gossip. It tastes good (choice morsel)
· A genuine sincere heart for reconciliation or restoration is not accompanied by this kind of selfish pleasure. 
· When you learn something, don't share it. Just pray. Talk to the person directly. 

Scripture speaks to both, but malicious gossip is addressed in a much more serious tone. 
· Psalm 101:5 Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure.

Why is gossip so bad? It's ugly. It's nasty. It's not nice! 

1) Gossip was part of Satan's original temptation. You're patterning your speech after the devil. 

Genesis 3:1-5
Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" [2] The woman said to the serpent, "From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; [3] but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat from it or touch it, or you will die.'" [4] The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die! [5] For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
· I had never considered Satan’s temptation to be gossip, but it makes so much sense to read it this way
· “ hey, did God really say…? You know what He's doing right?”
· The devil is called the accuser of the brethren in Rev 12:10. He’s the accuser. Here he accuses God. And in the present age, he accuses the believers. 
· Don't you see that we're agreeing with the devil when you accuse others in your gossip? 
· You are patterning your speech after the devil. 

2) Gossip is the exact opposite of how God deals with us in our foolishness. You act like the ungrateful servant when you engage in gossip. 

Isaiah 43:25
I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and I will not remember your sins.

· Can you imagine if God gossiped? What kinds of things would He reveal about us!? 
· But God treats us with mercy and kindness. He has chosen to forget our sins. 
· Ps 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
· The parable of the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:21
· You’re acting like the ungrateful servant when you gossip.. (pointing out someone else’s faults, revealing hidden sins, highlighting the weakness of others) You’re forgetting the mercy and forgiveness you’ve received from God. You are just as bad, just as foolish, just as deserving of ridicule, gossip, judgment.. But how did God respond to you? 
· Shouldn’t we be patterning our speech after God, not the devil?

3) Gossip hurts the heart of a loving heavenly Father. 
· Not so much a scriptural text, but a revelation I had upon meditating on this topic
· The story of Moses, when Aaron and Miriam grumbled against him in Numbers 12 
· Have you ever heard someone gossip about a friend or a family member? Doesn’t that make you upset? 
· For the fathers and mothers here, how would you feel if you overheard your children’s “friends” gossiping about your son/daughter? How hurtful would that be? 
· That’s what we’re doing… and the Father always hears. 

What’s the Remedy?
1) Repent

What’s the first step? We need to repent. Turn from our ways, lest God comes with His destruction. 

Psalm 101:5 
Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure.

Gossip is a serious sin in God’s eyes. Let the Holy Spirit speak to you. 

2) Remember

Ephesians 2:1-5
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins… we lived among them (sinners), gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.

Remember the gospel. This will satisfy your need for significance, and humble you at the same time that you no longer operate out of your pride and self-righteousness. 

“Don’t gossip. Gospel!”

Gossip may be a choice morsel that tastes good, but ultimately destructive. Turn to the One that can truly satisfy you. 

3) Pursue what is right

Instead of simply resisting the temptation to gossip, pursue what is good.

Eph 4:29-32
29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear. 30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.

This is how God wants us to treat one another in the church. This should be the goal. 
· Don’t ask, is this gossip? How far can I go in my “sharing” before it turns into gossip. 
· Ask, is this the most loving thing I can do? Is this edifying to the person I’m talking about, the person I’m talking to? Is it gracious? 

Psalm 19:14
May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
    be pleasing in your sight,
    Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.
Psalm 141:3 
Set a guard, O Lord, over my mouth; 
    Keep watch over the door of my lips.
