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PASTOR RICKY CHAN	GREAT POWER, GREAT RESPONSIBILITY
NOVEMBER 20TH, 2016	THE PROPHETIC:  1 CORINTHIANS 14:1-3
TEACHING
IS THERE THE PROPHETIC AND SHOULD WE DESIRE THE PROPHETIC GIFT?
Joel 2:28-29
“It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. “Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.

Prophesying about Jesus and His death.  The gift will come to all.  Even those who we or others don’t deem worthy.  
I want to touch on the topic of Cessationism.  
There is a theory or idea that the gifts stopped with the Apostles.  It is not necessarily dogma, at least not everywhere.  
It isn’t mentioned in the bible that the gifts had stopped.  However, there is one key verse that talks about gifts ceasing and it is in 
1 Corinthians 13:8-10
Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.
The perfect that Paul is speaking about is the return of Christ.  When Christ returns, there is no more need for the prophetic as God will make Himself and all things known to us.  It is not a proof text of gifts ceasing.  
Right after, Paul says.
1 Corinthians 14
Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.









POINTS
1 – WHAT DO WE DO IF WE DO HEAR SOMETHING FROM GOD?
First let’s see what God is doing when He is speaking to us.
Psalm 25:14 (NASB)
The secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him, And He will make them know His covenant.
NLT
The Lord confides in those who fear him,

A way for us to look at it is God is giving us something dear to Him.  And so how should we handle a secret from God?
QUESTION:
How many of us, could have lunch with the president of the United States… wait… let’s choose a slightly less touchy person right now… with Cindy Jacobs, or Justin Trudeau, Jeremy Lin.  Not just have lunch, but to have weekly meetings with them and NEVER tell anyone about it.  Someone like that would not want their secrets told to everyone.  Just like God.  
WE ASK:
LORD, what do YOU want me to do with it?
John Paul Jackson says this in one of his television shows:  often when God gives us a prophetic word, there are things He may ask us to do:
1. Pray for it – Lord’s prayer, pray His will into fruition
a. CINDY JACOBS writes in her book, “The voice of God”
i. “Not all intercessors are prophets, but all prophets are intercessors.”  She explains you know you are prophetic when the things you pray are start coming true.  
2. Sit on it – sometimes God gives us an inkling and tells us to watch what He does
3. Administer it, speak it out.
a. Discern if we are to do it privately – with an individual
b. Or publically (IF given permission)

Many mistakes have come because people have spoken too soon, or spoken at all!
The best biblical example is Joseph.
· God gives him a vision, and what does he do?  HE BLURTS it to his brothers and father, and it gets him sold.
We can’t resist name dropping!  But the worst kind is:
2 – BE CAREFUL NOT USE THE LORD’S NAME IN VAIN
Exodus 20:7
“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.
In other versions:
You shall not MISUSE the name of the Lord.

Now because we only know in part and prophesy in part, we need to be very careful
Remember the 3rd commandment?
Speaking on behalf of God when God really hasn’t spoken is using the name of the Lord in vain.  This is where we REALLY need to be careful.  When in doubt, it’s better not to.

· OT false prophets were KILLED.  Although God has poured out His Spirit on all of us to hear from Him personally, we need accountability.  OT accountability was death.  You got it wrong, “goodbye!”
· God has extended grace and mercy for us to operate in the gift, knowing that “we hear in part and prophesy in part.”  But that does not mean we take it for granted and simply speak whatever thought happens to come. 

· We need to be careful NOT to use the Lord’s name to make us look MORE spiritual which is spiritual pride.  
· Or to give ourselves greater weight.
· More on this later, but the idea is we need to be careful of the language we use when we talk about the prophetic or what we THINK we heard from God. 











3 – RECOGNIZE THE PROPHETIC IS FOR THE BODY
1 Corinthians 14:3
But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.

And so there are protocols that we need to follow.
The three functions of prophecy:  Cindy Jacobs describes it this way. 
1. Edification - building if the church, direction 
2. Encouragement  
3. Comfort - gentle influence, keyword being gentle  
The prophetic gift is not for ourselves but rather it is to build up those around us.  
At SP we also follow this and so the way we administer the prophetic adheres to these.
Also, NO NAMES, DATES, PLACES.
God may give you names, dates, and places, but this is more so that we are careful not to use the Lord’s name in vain.  
PROPHETIC CORRECTION
Sometimes, we may get a word and God may speak to you about someone’s sin.  For me this is rare.  It’s happened a few times.  Often God gives me a scripture to speak the opposite.  
DO NOT go up and say GOD KNOWS YOU ARE SINNING!  Remember 1 Corinthians 14
· Remember it is for edification, exhortation, or consolation.
· Instead, pray the opposite over them and let Holy Spirit speak.  If they are in sin, they will know.
· Sometimes it can be a teaching moment.  One of the rare times God gave me specific insight into sin.  
· Example of someone not tithing.  
LANGUAGE
Do not say absolute phrases like:  (I’M AT FAULT FOR THIS)
· God told me, God revealed to me, I heard God
Instead, either use language that suggests God
· I sense that God is saying, I feel like…
Or don’t mention God at all. 
· You might ask, what about giving God glory!
Remember Jeremiah 17:9 -  The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?
4 – THE PROPHETIC IS ALWAYS USED IN SUBMISSION
FIRST WE SUBMIT TO SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 17:9
The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?

A lot of times, when we hear from God or think we have heard, it is easy for us to twist what we’ve heard to match our heart’s desires.  And so we MUST test the word against the word of God.  2 Timothy 3:16 tells us that the Holy Scriptures are INSPIRED (breathed) by God and Holy Spirit.  And so if what you hear contradicts the word of God, you probably aren’t hearing from God.  
There is also a need for us to understand scripture as well.  Different sermon, but we can also twist scripture. 

THEN WE SUBMIT TO AND FOR ACCOUNTABILITY
1 Corinthians 13:9
For we know in part and we prophesy in part;
Romans 12:3
For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he out to think; but to think so as to have sound judgement, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.
Romans 12:6
Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly; if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;

We submit not because it’s a power trip, but it is for accountability and guidance.  It is for our benefit.  God does not contradict Himself.  And so we should seek confirmation through accountability and accountable prophetic voices.  
Romans 13:1
Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities.  For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.  
· God has placed those in leadership.  If they have heard wrong, or if they have done something against the will of God the responsibility and consequence is on THEM. 
· Now, as a body we should be seeking the will of God and the benefit of each other.  So if you believe you’ve heard correctly, DO NOT JUDGE your leader.  Pray for him or her.  
· The moment we think our leader doesn’t hear or heard wrong, we have ENTERED INTO SPIRITUAL PRIDE.  And that pride can be used by the enemy.  There can be bitterness that sprouts up, or the thought that the leader is incapable, we may grumble in our hearts about him or her.  And then DIVISION enters our hearts, and eventually manifests.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
4b – THE PROPHETIC SHOULD NEVER BRING DIVISION
Protect the house!
We need to check our attitudes!
OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN STEWARDING THE PROPHETIC IS TO ENSURE THAT WE DO NOT BRING DIVISION because of our attitudes and our unwillingness to submit to our spiritual authority.

THE GIFT IS TO BUILD THE CHURCH, NOT TO TEAR IT DOWN.

A lot of the ministry issues that I am starting to run into would simply disappear if we were to humble ourselves.  NOT ABSOLUTE submission.  Cleary if the leader tells you to do something unbiblical, we don’t listen.  
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