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Romans 5:6

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died or the ungodly.

Matthew 8:29

And they cried out, saying, “What business do we have with each other, Son of God?  Have you come here to torment us before the time?”

There are two words in ancient Greek for the word time.

Chronos and kairos.

The word kairos means opportunity, season, or fitting time. 

Chronos means a sequence of moments emphasizing the duration of the time.

An appointed time was expressed as kairos, with no regard for the length of the time. 

Chronos was more linear and quantitative, and kairos was more nonlinear and qualitative.

Kairos is a special, appointed period of time or opportunity.

It’s time.  

The word kairos appears 93 times in 81 verses.  All dealing with a special appointed period of time.

I believe we are in a kairos moment now.

It’s special when God opens up a window of time.  We often call this revival.  

Hebrides Revival, Jesus Movement, Toronto Blessing, Pensacola Outpouring.

We are longing for a kairos moment of God’s presence.  I sense my spirit yearning for revival once again.  

Sadly though there have been moments in the life of the church where we have not been moved to action in kairos moments.

Matthew 23:37-39

"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. "Behold, your house is being left to you desolate!  For I say to you, form now on you shall not see Me until you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
Luke 19:43-44

For the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation."
Mongolia

Kublai Khan, the great Mongol leader, ruled the largest empire the world has ever seen. It extended from the Pacific Ocean on the east to Poland on the west and from Russia on the north to India on the south. Mongol warriors were so fierce and determined that they even conquered China in spite of its Great Wall.

In 1266 A.D., Marco Polo, the great explorer and adventurer, met with Kublai Khan in his capital city. This fierce warrior's heart was touched by the news of Christ's death for the sins of the world. He sent Marco Polo back to Europe with a request for the leaders of Christianity: "Send me 100 men skilled in your religion...and so I shall be baptized, and then all my barons and great men, and then their subjects. And so there will be more Christians here than there are in your parts."

God had prepared one of the most extraordinary kairos moments of harvest for the largest empire the world had ever known, and then hand delivered it to the Church! How could the Church help but jump at this incredible chance? After many years, only two missionaries came forward who were willing to endure the hardships necessary to bring the good news of Christ to the Mongolian empire. And even they turned back halfway into their appointment with destiny before reaching Mongolia. They left behind the legacy of the greatest missed opportunity in Church history.

How did Kublai Khan respond to this silence from the West? He turned to Tibetan Buddhists, inviting them to spread their religion throughout his empire. At one point, more than half of the men in the nation were Buddhist monks.3 And Jesus wept again.

Japan

After WWII, the humiliating loss to the Americans sent the Japanese people in a spiritual spiral.  They had once thought their emperor was a god but after the defeat realized he was just a man.  

General Douglas MacArthur, upon taking oversight of Japan at the close of WWII pleaded with denominational leaders, “Send me Bibles and give me Missionaries and I will give you a Christian Nation.” 

Japans ancestral deities and emperor god were no longer omnipotent in their eyes. The General knew they would become a Christian Nation.

In 1955 MacArthur told the U.S. News and World Report:

No phase of the occupation has left me with a greater sense of personal satisfaction than my spiritual stewardship

Eiichiro Tokumoto, Journalist

There was a complete collapse of faith in Japan in 1945 – in our invincible military, in the emperor, in the religion that had become known as ‘state Shinto.’

Yet over the next 5 years only a handful of missionaries answered the call.  Perhaps because of the American anger over Pearl Harbor.

Another missed kairos moment.

Could we be on the precipice of another epic move of God?  Could God be giving us a window in His next kairos moment – this time in the Muslim world?

I have been to Yad Vashem, Museum of Tolerance, and Holocaust Museum.

Yad Vashem’s campus stretches across 45 acres of hillside and trees that offer an opportunity for quiet contemplation.

There is a tree-lined walkway called the Avenue of the Righteous Among the Nations and the Garden of the Righteous Among the Nations which both commemorate the “righteous Gentiles” who, at great personal risk, hid or rescued Jewish people during the Holocaust. 

Men like Thirty-one-year-old businessman Raoul Wallenberg who came from one of Sweden's wealthiest and most important families - he had no diplomatic experience and had studied architecture at university, but was able to rescue over 30,000 Hungarian Jews.  He is known as Sweden’s Schindler.
Chiune Sugihara was Consul for Japan in Kovno, Lithuania.
In July and August 1940, Sugihara issued Japanese visas to thousands of Polish Jews in Kovno, Lithuania. He issued the visas against the orders of his government. Numerous refugees escaped to Japan and other countries. About 1,000 refugees survived the war in Shanghai, China. In 1947, Sugihara believed he was forced to resign from the Japanese diplomatic service for his actions in Lithuania.

What would we have done?  Would we have risked our lives or livelihood to help?

Today I am not asking you to risk your life but simply to give to help our brothers and sisters suffering at the hands of Isis.  

I will be asking you to commit your time and talents but today I am asking you to give some of your treasure.

We are in a special, dire moment in history.  Will we rise up to help or hide in our homes? 
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