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Merry Christmas!

Every year the challenge of the Christmas season is to differentiate the cultural Christmas from the Biblical Christmas.  Differentiate Christmas from Christ.

A television interviewer was walking streets of Tokyo at Christmas time. Much as in America, Christmas shopping is a big commercial success in Japan. The interviewer stopped one young woman on the sidewalk, and asked, "What is the meaning of Christmas?"

Laughing, she responded, "I don't know. Is that the day that Jesus died?"

Sadly there was some truth in her answer.

Today I am not going to talk about His birth, manger, Magi, Mary, angels, shepherd boys, etc…  I am not going to talk about the what of it all or the how but I want to talk about the why.  Why He came.

1. He came to live

First of all, Jesus existed before He was born. 

Sadly Jesus’ birthday was not Dec 25.  Christians adopted that date by AD 336.  Bible says Christ was born when shepherds watched their flocks by night so most likely in the Spring.  He also was not born in the year AD 1. We can blame Dionysiuys Exiguus for this one--he's the sixth century monk who came up with the idea of splitting history into A.D. and B.C. He just chose the wrong date to do so.

John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

His virgin birth was the culmination of centuries of messianic expectations.

· Born of the seed of woman – Genesis 3:15 (Galatians 4:4)

· Born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2 (Matthew 2:1)

· Born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14 (Matthew 1:18, 24, 25)

· House of David – Jeremiah 23:5 (Luke 3:23, 31)

· Family of Jesse – Isaiah 11:1 (Luke 3:23, 33)

· Presented with gifts – Psalm 72:10 (Matthew 2:1, 11)

· Lamenting of children killed – Jeremiah 31:15 (Matthew 2:16)

· Son of God – Psalm 2:7 (Matthew 3:17)

In his book, Science Speaks, Peter Stoner applies the modern science of probability to just eight prophecies regarding Christ. He says, "The chance that any man might have fulfilled all eight prophecies is one in 10 to the 17th. That would be 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000" (one hundred quadrillion).  

Stoner suggests "we take 10 to the 17th silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state 2 feet deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly.  Blindfold a man and tell him he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up that one marked silver dollar.  What chance would he have of getting the right one?"  Stoner concludes, "Just the same chance that the prophets would have had of writing those eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man...providing they wrote them in their own wisdom."

353 Messianic prophecies in Old Testament fulfilled by Jesus.

Not only did He come to fulfill the Messianic prophecies but also He came to show us how to live.

The sermon on the Mount, the parables, the teachings, the proclamation and demonstration of the Kingdom.

He gave us the example of how God wanted us to live this precious life that He has given us.

Philippians 2:5


Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus

1 Corinthians 11:1

Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ.

2. He came to die

Jesus came to save us.  He came to die for our sins.

Romans 8:3-4

For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh, so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
He didn’t wait until we were good.  

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Message of Santa Claus – be good and you get a gift.  Santa has a naughty and nice list.  You get what you deserve.

Message of Jesus Christ – be bad and you get the best gift.  You get what you don’t deserve.

Grace.  Unmerited favor.

Heard a story of a man who just came back from war.  He was driving his sports car with his uniform on and wanted to push it.  A police officer stopped him because he was going 163mph (262kph).  Police officer asked him to pop the hood so he could see the engine.  Then took the soldier for coffee at a local coffee shop and then left without giving him a ticket.  Some would say that’s grace.  No, that is mercy.

This is grace – soldier is driving 163mph, loses control, hits the police car and totals it.  Police officer writes the ticket but pays for it himself and for the damages to the car too.  Then takes him to coffee and pays for the coffee too.  That’s grace.

Grace is not forgetting whatever happens.  That is not justice and God is just.  

Exodus 34:6-7

Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in loving-kindness and truth; who keeps loving-kindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations.”
Grace is Jesus pays the price that we should have paid.  He is punished in our place.

1 Peter 2:24

and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.

Isaiah 53:5

But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening of our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.
If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; If our greatest need had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; 

If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us an economist; 

If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior. 
John 1:12-13

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
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