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Welcome to one of SP’s glorious traditions.

How do you prepare for the New Year? Here are some interesting New Year's traditions from around the globe:

· In Siberia it is tradition to dive into a frozen lake while holding a tree trunk, which is placed underneath the ice.

· In a traditional festival from Burma, people splash water on one another to start the New Year with a purified soul. 

· Armenian mothers bake special bread which they knead with good luck and good wishes. 

· In the Philippines homeowners open all their doors and windows on New Year's Eve in order to allow negative energy to leave and good energy to enter.

· Spanish tradition holds that eating 12 grapes just before the clock chimes midnight will bring good fortune for all 12 months of the upcoming year.

· One New Year's tradition in Russia is to write a wish for the upcoming year on a piece of paper, then to burn the paper and place the ashes in a glass of champagne, which needs to be consumed right before the New Year is rung in for the wish to come true.

· Residents in Johannesburg, South Africa throw old appliances and furniture out the window, representing the old adage "out with the old and in with the new." 

· Brazilians wear white clothing, a custom meant to bring good luck for the upcoming year. This is often accompanied by a trip to the beach to throw flowers in the sea while making a wish.

At SP we come together as a community to pray and meet with God and ask for His favor for the new year.

Philippians 3:4-15

Count Nikolaus Lugwig von Zinzendorf


I have but one passion; it is He, He only.

Moravians – ran an uninterrupted 24/7 prayer meeting last lasted 100 years, first church body to begin missionary work, and small groups called Diaspora Societies.

Passion for God is not just about praying loud or singing praise with abandon.  Passion for God is about firsts.  It’s about prioritizing.

So many relationships break up primarily because that person ceased to be a priority.

Revelation 2:4


But I have this against you, that you have left your first love.

Protos – first in time or place, first in rank – influence, honor.

Not necessarily talking about nostalgia.  Baseball is my first love in terms of a timeline but now my first love is Jesus, with all of my heart, mind, body, and soul.

Its odd and sad how many of us who are go-getters at work, give so much of ourselves there but when it comes to spiritual matters or care of our souls, we are so blasé.  So passive instead of the go-get-em mentality at work.

In Christ, we overpromise and underperform.

Why?

The inconsistency and insincerity is mind-boggling.

James 1:8


Being a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
The big post-modern question…so what?

What can we do when our flame has withered?  When our desire for God has waned and we have lost our zeal and passion for God and holiness?

Paul gives us a glimpse of how we can reignite our passion for God.

1. Starts with a holy dissatisfaction

Philippians 3:12


Not that I have already obtained it, or have already become perfect…

Paul admitted that he had not obtained it yet.  He was not there yet.  He had not yet arrived.  Perfect here is better translated complete (teleioo from root telos).

He knew he was not everything he knew he could be in Christ.

How amazing that one of the greatest men of God had not yet arrived in his Christian life.  

Re-starting our passion starts with an honest assessment that we are not all that God ordains for us to be – and that bothers you.  

It takes someone to say, “there is something wrong with this picture, Jesus Christ sacrificed and died for so much more than what I am living right now.”

Gideon’s journey started this way.  An angel of the Lord comes to him and calls him a valiant warrior and says that God is with him.  How would you respond if you were Gideon?  “Thank you Lord!  I am most grateful and humbled.”

Judges 6:13

Then Gideon said, “O my Lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?  And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’  But now the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.”

How would you respond if you were the angel?  

Judges 6:14

And the Lord looked at him and said, “Go, in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian.  Have I not sent you?”

Gideon was chosen because he recognized there was something wrong here.  This picture does not look right.  If we are God’s people then why am I threshing wheat in a wine press hiding?

Why is the man or woman of God living below the level of mediocrity?

Why is the man or woman of God struggling with sin?

Why is the man or woman of God entertaining thoughts that are beneath him/her?

There is something wrong with this picture.

That disgust you feel in your heart.  That piercing in your mind.  That is from God.  It’s a holy dissatisfaction.

Sad part is people stop there.  It’s just the start.

2. Forget and reach forward to what’s ahead

We got in this situation somehow.  It didn’t just come upon us.  Nothing comes out of a vacuum.  We didn’t wake up one morning and say, “self, today we are going to love God less.”

Maybe we were disappointed with God or a pastor or leader let us down.

Paul says is forgetting what lies behind.  Puts his past to rest.  He gets over it.

We understand how difficult that can be but we need to be students to understand how we got into this predicament to begin with.  Use the same energy we do in our work to understand our spiritual condition.

Lisa and I – unresolved conflict.  Most times I have no clue.  Many times we have no clue.

Forgetting is an art.  It’s tough, difficult.  We are all different.

Conversation with a church member about dating.  He said I couldn’t relate to him because it takes me a day to get over a relationship with a girl whom I dated for a while – years.

If you can get over things right away, great.  If not, go to cascade.  Talk to your accountability group.  Talk to your spouse, HC leader, pastor.  Work on it.  Don’t be passive.

The best way to get over something – find something new to get into.

Love guys who can handle rejection – someone says not interested, there is always someone else.  How you doin’

Paul says one thing he does but states two things:

1. Forgetting what lies behind

2. Reaching forward to what lies ahead

I believe Paul is saying forgetting happens when we can focus on what is ahead of us.  

We can let go of hurt because we know what God has in mind for us.

We can forgive because He forgave us and if we don’t we will be inflicted with that pain over and over again.

We can put our past to rest because God has a future for us.

Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the plans that I have for you declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

We can let go that unhealthy relationship because He has a man/woman of God waiting for us.

Put the past to rest in your heart and resolve the conflict.

3. Pressing on

Paul must have been an athlete.  He talks about boxing, running, buffeting our body, goals and uses sports lingo and language.

He forgets his past and reaches forward and presses on.

Basketball – full court press.  All out man to man covering the whole court.  It’s fast, furious, energetic.

Lets put our energies and effort in following God’s call for our lives.  The prize of the upward call of Christ.

I get emotional on airplanes watching movies – especially Korean movies.  Also, during the Olympics when the athletes get up on the podium.  All that effort, sacrifice and now the medal – the prize.

My mom would write me letters whenever I would go on missions trips.  In one letter she encouraged me to give me all for Jesus and she wrote this verse at the end.

2 Timothy 4:8

In the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Brothers and sisters, a day is coming, it’s the moment of eternity where the Lord will put a crown on our heads that far surpasses any gold medal, Nobel prize, academy award or anything that this world lifts up.  A crown of righteousness.

Lets work for that prize!  Lets give everything we have and are for that moment of eternity.
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