Rev. Samuel Song
            Sermon on the Mount

            15 January 2017 

Augustine first named it the Sermon on the Mount and it stuck.

First of all thanks to RT Kendall and D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones for their voluminous works on Matthew 5-7.
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Overview of the Sermon on the Mount

· Beatitudes – 9 blesseds and 1 rejoice

· Our roles as witnesses in the world – Salt and Light

· The role of the Law in our modern lives

· Our behavior and lifestyle in the Kingdom – murder, adultery, divorce, revenge, love your enemies, giving to the needy

· Our spiritual disciplines – prayer, fasting, and finances

· Our inner disciplines – worrying, judging others.

· Compare and contrast warnings – narrow and wide gates, true and false prophets and disciples, and wise and foolish builders.

Matthew very carefully sets the setting for the greatest sermon ever given.

The text hints that Jesus is drawn to the crowd.  He sees them, then moves up onto the mountain and sits down.

1. There is the mountain setting.  Jesus brings us a greater revelation.  God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai and gave the Israelites the Law.  Now God speaks on another mountain to His people and gives them the first of the five blocks of teaching – His own unique and radical Pentateuch.
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2. Jesus sits down.  Depiction is appropriate as the expected Jewish pattern of instruction is for the Teacher to be seated.  Thus Jesus takes the role of the scribes but Matthew is clear to point out Jesus is greater than the scribes.

Matthew 7:29


For He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

3.  Jesus’ audience is hand picked.  Jesus' ethics specifically address disciples, but Jesus also invites those who are not disciples to become disciples and live according to the values of God's kingdom.  Matthew explicitly indicates that Jesus taught His disciples (5:1-2) but also that the crowds were present (5:1; 7:28-8:1), implying that Jesus wanted both to hear, calling both to decision.
Where does this take place?

In Galilee between Capernaum and Tabgha.  Once known as Mt. Eremos.  There is now a Catholic church on the site.  The spacious hillside provides room for crowds to gather and the layout makes for optimum acoustics.  The pope visited in March 2000 and there was room for 100,000 people.

<Show picture of Matt>

The Beatitudes of Jesus provide a description of life in the Kingdom of Heaven, since to be in the Kingdom of Heaven means to be comforted, to be accepted, to be satisfied, to be shown mercy, to see God, to be called God's child, and to reign with the Messiah in His glory. Although we tend to think of the Kingdom as something future (and therefore remote), each of these blessings is a present possession for the person of faith (and therefore near).  It should be mentioned that the initial phrase of each of the Beatitudes does not contain a verb.  There is no "are," no "is," no "blessed are..." 
Instead of reading them as statements, "blessed are the poor in spirit"; they should be read as exclamations: "O the blessedness of the poor in spirit!" 
This way of reading agrees with the Hebrew use of ashrei, a particle interjection that means "how happy!"  The root means to walk righteously in joy that is often used in the Psalms. Each initial phrase therefore does not function as a conditional statement, but rather expresses a present reality: "O the joy of the poor in sprit, of the mourners, of the gentle, of those who sincerely care for what is right, of those who are merciful, of those pure in heart, of those who make peace, of those who are persecuted." 
Jesus was not expressing ethical idealism as much as he was revealing the lifestyle of those who trust in Him.
Central teaching was the Inauguration of the Kingdom of God.

The term Beatitude comes from the Latin beatitudo meaning blessedness.  The phrase “blessed are” in each of the beatitudes implies a current state of happiness or well being, fortunate and prosperous.   Blessed though means more than the emotional state of being happy or prosperous.  It includes spiritual well being, having the approval of God and thus a happier destiny.  

Psalm 1 is a great example.  

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the seat of scoffers!  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.

Some commentators have suggested that the Beatitudes are presented in a progressive order, with each preceding one preparing for what immediately follows. Thus the poor in spirit become mourners over their sinful condition. Humbled, they then deeply care for righteousness and find it in the sacrifice of Jesus who showed them mercy. As they become merciful, they learn to see beyond appearances to behold inner beauty in everyone. Hatred and strife grieves their hearts, so they become peacemakers.  Ultimately, however, their passion makes them misunderstood and mistrusted, and therefore they become subject to persecution....

In general it may be said that the Beatitudes imply the transposition or upside down values of commonly accepted (this-worldly) values. What is highly esteemed among the world is of little value to God, and conversely, what is of value to God is often scoffed at by the world.  This "transvaluation" of the world's value system is part of the scandal of the gospel message 
1 Cor. 1:25

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men
Humility is the keynote of the Beatitudes, just as pride is the keynote of fallen human nature.  It is incomprehensible for human pride to regard slavery as a status greater than that of power and lordship over others, but this is precisely what Jesus said.

Mark 10:42-45
Calling them to Himself, Jesus *said to them, “You know that those who are cognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them.  But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
There will be many surprises in the world to come, with those considered "first" being regarded as last and those considered "last" regarded as first. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is a redeemed community of the righteous who practice sacrificial love for the welfare and honor of others.  
Jesus is the true King and Source of this Kingdom. And as He will go on to expound in the Sermon on the Mount, the heart of the law is love, and love is the law of the Gospel. 
The Blessing of Brokenness

Matthew 5:3

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven
O the blessedness of the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

What does this mean?  Shouldn’t we be rich in spirit?  Does this refer to material poverty?

The term poor in spirit actually referred to the persecuted people of God in the Qumran literature.  In the upside down kingdom a new identity is granted each group of individuals: the poor in spirit will become kingdom possessors.

Billy Graham

We must be humble in our spirits. If you put the word "humble" in place of the word "poor," you will understand what He meant.
In other words, when we come to God, we must realize our own sin and our spiritual emptiness and poverty.  We must not be self-satisfied or proud in our hearts, thinking we don't really need God.  If we are, God cannot bless us. The Bible says, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble" (James 4:6).
Pride can take all kinds of forms, but the worst is spiritual pride. Often the richer we are in things, the poorer we are in our hearts. 
The term translated the poor (ptokhos) is derived from a word that means to crouch as a helpless beggar. 

This word provides an image of someone in abject poverty, totally dependent on others for help. 

The poor in spirit are those who are painfully aware of their exile and need for help from God.  When we are emptied of ourselves, we are free from pride and enabled to seek the truth in humility.

Paradoxically, we are profoundly enriched by understanding our great inner poverty and our ongoing need for divine intervention.

Only when we come to the end of ourselves, when we realize our powerlessness and radical insufficiency, can we come to know Jesus as our Savior.

Lecrae

I’m not a Christian because I’m strong and have it all together.  I’m a Christian because I’m weak and admit I need a Savior.

The spiritual life is an on-going dependency on God.  It’s divine knowledge that when I am weak, then I am strong (2 Corinthians 12:10).

It is so contrary to proud humanism that says, “I am the man.  I have arrived.”  

The spiritual life is a state of blessed neediness.  A desperate ache for God’s healing power and touch.  It’s the woman of Mark 5 who crawls on her knees to just touch the hem of His cloak.

Psalm 34:18

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves those who are crushed (contrite, humble) in spirit.

The opposite of poverty of spirit is human pride.  Human pride leads to misery.

Pride elevates the ego and regards others as a threat to the self’s extension and will.  

Luke 18:14b

…for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted.

Psalm 138:6

For though the LORD is exalted, Yet He regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar.

New Living Translation

Though the LORD is great, he cares for the humble, but he keeps his distance from the proud.

Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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