170129 Sermon on the Mount: Blessed are the Meek
1 Peter 4:11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. 

Philippians 2:1-11 NASB
1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Matthew 5:5 NASB
Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

Introduction
This whole year, we’re focusing on the theme: “Just Jesus”.
· One of our mission statement, as a church, is to be like Christ. 
· Jesus’ way of life, way of thinking, His mindset is completely different from mine.
· Phil 2:5 - “have this attitude” in NIV says “mindset”
· Our prayer/hope is that this year, God would replace our earthly mind (filled with self-centeredness, pride, self-righteousness, fear, worry, unbelief, desiring sin), with the mind of Christ. That we would “believe like Jesus” (self-sacrifice, complete trust, love of righteousness). 
· In order to achieve this, this whole year, we will be studying the Sermon on the Mount
· Perhaps the most famous teaching of Jesus Christ, where Jesus Himself teaches us His way of life.
· 1 Peter 2:12 NIV
Live such good lives among the pagans (i.e. non-Christians) that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
· Very applicable today - much of the Western world has a negative view of the church. They accuse us of all kinds of wrong: judgmental, hypocritical, unloving, money-hungry, unintellectual. 
· Barna polls conducted between 2004 and 2007, sampling 440 non-Christians, aged 16 to 29. Nine out of ten outsiders found Christians too "anti-homosexual," and nearly as many perceived it as "hypocritical" and "judgmental." Seventy-five percent found it "too involved in politics."
· Sure some of it is unfair and inaccurate
· But how do we convince the world that we are actually loving, and kind, and sincere, and intelligent? 
· Not through debate. Through the way we live our lives! Actions speak louder than words. 
· The sermon on the mount teaches us how to live this kind of a good life
· Author, Jen Wilkin, calls it - a declaration of the character, influence, and actions of a citizen of the kingdom of heaven.

Brief Teaching on the Kingdom of Heaven
Interesting discussion last Tuesday at HC
· The kingdom is “here now and yet to come”
· A bit of confusion/lack of clarity on the kingdom of God
· Here’s my attempt. 

First - the Kingdom of God/Kingdom of Heaven was the central theme of Jesus’ teachings - namely that the Kingdom of God had come.
· Mark 1:14-15 NASB
14 Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
· Gospel = good news. Not what we commonly think of when we say “gospel” - that Jesus Christ came and died for our sins. 
· The good news, for Jesus’ listeners, was that God’s REIGN had been re-established. 
· Isaiah 52:7-10 NASB
7 How lovely on the mountains
Are the feet of him who brings good news,
Who announces peace
And brings good news of happiness,
Who announces salvation,
And says to Zion, “Your God reigns!”
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices,
They shout joyfully together;
For they will see with their own eyes
When the Lord restores Zion.
9 Break forth, shout joyfully together,
You waste places of Jerusalem;
For the Lord has comforted His people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The Lord has bared His holy arm
In the sight of all the nations,
That all the ends of the earth may see
The salvation of our God. 
· The context
· Israel had always been a Kingdom of God (i.e. God was their King)
· Even though they rebelled and demanded a human king, they still saw God as their King (Ps 145:1 NASB - I will extol You, my God, O King, and I will bless Your name forever and ever.)
· Israel’s history: because of their sin, they are invaded and conquered by foreign nations. They lose their identity as the kingdom of God. Their KING is no longer Yahweh. They serve the Assyrian King, the Babylonian King, the Persian King, the Greek King, and the Roman emperor, Caesar. How can this be? 
· But here, Isaiah prophesies that one day, the reign of God will be restored “Your God reigns!” God is going to restore Zion, redeem Jerusalem, and bring salvation. 
· Jesus is saying, the time has come! This prophecy is being fulfilled!
· But what His listeners didn’t understand was that the Kingdom of God that Jesus is talking about was a very different kind of a kingdom from what they had in mind.
· John 18:36 - my kingdom is not of this world. 
· Not restoration of their earthly kingdom
· An entirely different KIND of a kingdom
· The coming of the Kingdom of God was much bigger than just the restoration of the nation of Israel. It wasn’t just good news for Israel. It was good news for all mankind. 
· God’s REIGN had come, not just upon Israel, but upon all the earth. (Luke 2:10 - Behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people)

What is the kingdom of God? 
· It is the reign and rule of God. What does that mean? 
· In any kingdom, there is a king. And the king has ultimate power and reign over his kingdom. Within the realm of the king, there is the reign and rule of that king.
· In my home/office, it’s the kingdom of Nate. I have the final say. 
· You can come into my kingdom, and you can be a part of it. You can leave my kingdom, and you will no longer be a “citizen of the kingdom of Nate”. 
· In God’s kingdom, it’s where God is King. He has ultimate power, reign, and rule. 
· In the same way, you can enter the Kingdom and become a citizen of it. Or you can reject the Kingdom. 
· Easier to imagine the Kingdom of God if we think about the end of the age.
· Daniel prophesies it
· Revelation describes it
· One day, when Jesus comes back, there will be a new heaven and a new earth. Every knee will bow, every tongue confess, that Jesus is Lord. There will be no suffering, no injustice, no sickness, no tears. God’s rule and reign will be fully established. Those that have rejected God will exist outside His Kingdom. Those that have received God will exist inside His Kingdom. 
· On that day, the Kingdom of God will fully exist in physical form.

Here and yet to come? 
· Right now, this Kingdom of God is REAL and it EXISTS. 
· Isaiah’s vision in Isaiah 6:1 - I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.
· God is on the throne. God has always been on the throne. The Kingdom of God has always existed.
· But it hasn't fully broken through into this physical realm that we can see. One day, we will see it, but not now. 
· That's why we pray, your kingdom come. Your will be done. On earth as it is in heaven. 
· When Jesus came, He announced that the reign of God has come - that it is breaking into this physical realm. And then demonstrated the reign of God through His life: healing of the sick, healing of the demon-possessed, restoration of sinners, honoring of the poor and the needy (in God’s kingdom, there is no sickness, there is no demon-possession, the power of sin is gone, there is no oppression of the poor and the needy).
· For thousands of years, the people had been living under oppression: death, sickness, violence, hatred, anger, sinfulness
· But now, there is good news. There is a new King in town, and His rule is righteous and just. Righteousness and justice will be established. 
· In Jesus, the Kingdom of God had come. Not only did He announce that the Kingdom of God had come. He Himself was the fulfillment of that announcement. 
· King Jesus taught that the kingdom of God has already arrived in our world through Him (Mark 1:14-15). But it won’t fully come until He returns to the world, sits on the throne, and renews all things (Revelation 21:5).
· There's an in-between stage. Again, unexpected. The Jews believed the kingdom would come in power and overtake. But the kingdom of God comes slowly. We're living in this in-between stage where the kingdom of God is here, but still to come. 
· We do experience the reality of the Kingdom of God now, but we will experience it in its fullness in the future
· For example: Healing. Healing may not be here yet, but there is still the comfort, peace, hope, and confidence in the Lord. 

How the Kingdom of God relates to the Sermon on the Mount
· Before the coming of Jesus, the nation of Israel was chosen to be the people of the Kingdom. 
· They were given a set of rules to live by
· They were called to be separate from the rest of the nations, so that the surrounding nations could get a glimpse of what the Kingdom of God looks like
· But it didn’t work. They failed. 
· Now, Jesus invites us to enter into the Kingdom. To receive Him as King. To obey Him here on earth, and to live as the people of God's Kingdom here, so that those around us would get a preview/foretaste of what the Kingdom of God will look like at the end of the age. 
· The good news that the kingdom of God has come is not just for the 1st century Jews. It's meant to be good news for the whole world - the kingdom that God is establishing is such a beautiful kingdom, and the invitation is there to join in and be a part of it. We're meant to live such an attractive life, that people are drawn to this life in the kingdom. 
· As He sends His disciples out in Matthew 10: proclaim the good news that the kingdom of God is here, and demonstrate this reality by healing the sick (one example of what happens in the kingdom), we too, as those who have entered the kingdom of God by believing in Jesus Christ, are called to demonstrate what the kingdom of God looks like. Through our ministry, and through our way of life. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]For us, the citizens of God’s kingdom, Jesus teaches us what life in His upside-down Kingdom looks like through the Sermon on the Mount. 

Blessed are the Meek
One of the characteristics of the citizens of the kingdom of God is gentleness/meekness. 

Matthew 5:5 ESV - Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Matthew 5:5 NIV - Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
Matthew 5:5 NLT - God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.

Most translations use the word “meek”: NIV, ESV, NKJV, KJV, NRSV 
NASB uses “gentle” 
NLT uses “humble” 

Strong’s Concordance
· Biblical meekness is not weakness but rather refers to exercising God's strength under His control – i.e. demonstrating power without undue harshness.
· The English term "meek" often lacks this blend – i.e. of gentleness and strength.
· Used to describe a tamed horse

Not JUST a personality trait. But it’s a choice. It’s a fruit of the Holy Spirit (slightly different, but same root word)
· Used four times in the NT
· Matthew 5:5
· Matthew 11:28-30 (Jesus - gentle)
· Matthew 21:5 quoting Zachariah 9:9 (Jesus - gentle)
· 1 Peter 3:4 (command to be gentle)
· It’s a choice to be gentle
· Like teaching Joel to be gentle
· In other words, it applies to all of us. Not only those, who are born with a meek/gentle/mild personality or temperament. 
· Although I think it is a blessing, if you’re naturally born with this temperament. It’s easier for you to choose gentleness
· Just like some are born with a courageous personality, and it’s easier for them to choose courage
· Some are born with an aggressive personality, and it’s easier for them to choose zealousness for God

Three examples of biblical meekness:

1) Jesus (outward meekness)
a) Matthew 11:28-30 NASB - “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
b) RT Kendall points out that right after Jesus preaches the Sermon on the Mount, in the very next story, we see a leper coming to Jesus
c) Lepers in those days were despised people. Utterly rejected. They were quarantined. They weren’t allowed to be amongst regular people.
d) But there was something about Jesus that gave this leper the confidence to come to Him. What is it? It was His gentleness. His humility. His meekness. 
i) Are you the type of person a leper would be willing to approach?
ii) Are you the type of person an intern could approach?
iii) Are you the type of person, that someone who has just made a huge mistake, could approach, for help?
iv) Children that have made a mistake?
e) RT Kendall suggests that this is the text, and the rest of the sermon expounds on it. Matthew 7:3-5.
i) How do you take the speck out of your brother’s eye?
ii) Very carefully. 

2) Moses (inward meekness)
a) Numbers 12:3 NASB - Now the man Moses was very humble, more than any man who was on the face of the earth.
i) Brief context
b) Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones: Meekness is essentially a true view of oneself.
c) How easy is it to get OFFENDED, when we feel disrespected? 
i) We have a distorted view of ourselves. A much higher view of ourselves.
ii) We are quite self-important
iii) Quick story: my dad being in HK
(1) We’re always asking God to use us. And yet we feel so indignant when we get used
d) Receiving correction without getting offended. Whether it’s valid or not. Not fighting to vindicate yourself. 

3) David (upward meekness)
a) Psalm 37:7-11 NASB
7 Rest in the Lord and wait patiently for Him;
Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way,
Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.
8 Cease from anger and forsake wrath;
Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing.
9 For evildoers will be cut off,
But those who wait for the Lord, they will inherit the land.
10 Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more;
And you will look carefully for his place and he will not be there.
11 But the humble will inherit the land
And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity.
b) Verse 11 - the “meek” will inherit the land (earth)
c) Jesus is most likely quoting this psalm in his teaching here
d) Verse 9 explains who the meet person is - someone who waits for the Lord
i) Someone who waits for the Lord OR hopes in the Lord in times of difficulty
e) The psalm begins with “do not fret”
i) There is something going on that could easily cause this person to fret
ii) But the psalmist says, do not fret
iii) Instead, trust in Him (v. 3). Commit your ways to Him (v. 5). Rest in Him (v. 7). Wait for Him (v. 7). 
iv) In other words, surrender to God. Trust that God is in control and He will come to your rescue
f) There’s a phrase I’ve been meditating over: “Everything that God allows to happen to us, He allows it because He loves us.”
i) John 11:5-6 NASB - 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was.
(1) He loved them. THEREFORE, He delayed His coming until Lazarus was dead. He made sure that Lazarus would die before coming to them. 
(2) Why? Because there was a whole other level of revelation that Jesus wanted to bring to this family.
(3) For them, it was a few days. For some of us, it may have been longer. For some of us, we may still be in the waiting period. 
ii) Bob Sorge’s video on Job
(1) Can you find a God of mercy in the book of Job?
(a) God could have left Job alone
(b) Five years or so, prayer life: “I love You. I don’t understand You, but I love You.”
(c) God could have said: “Have your bickering wife, have your ten wayward children, have your safe little world…” But He says, I love you too much to leave you alone. 
iii) Share my story (Mon’s surgery, dad coming to HK, Joel’s sickness) 

They shall inherit the earth. 
1) Piper- it’s the assurance to keep walking in the way of meekness
a) Mark 10:28-30 NASB - 28 Peter began to say to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You.” 29 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 

2) Only the meek (the un-aggressive, and the un-assertive) experiences the joy of receiving something through inheritance. And inheritance is something that is simply given to you.
a) The aggressive ones FIGHT for everything they have.. And they sure do have a lot, but they don’t get to experience the sweetness of receiving an inheritance from the Lord

3) The truly meek person can be trusted with “earthly blessings”. 

Response
· First - Jesus is gentle and humble in heart. The sermon on the mount is meant to humble us… to the point that we realize, this is impossible. This is impossible without God. But when we experience His gentleness toward us, we are changed from within.
· Second - Let’s surrender our lives to Him. Trusting that He is good. 

Benediction
The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace, shalom, from this day forward
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
Amen
