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The Blessing of Sonship

Matthew 5:9

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

The Message

You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That's when you discover who you really are, and your place in God's family.
Cristo Redentor de los Andes.  

In 1902 Argentina and Chile were having terrible disagreements over the disputed location of the border between the two countries.  The two countries were slipping closer and closer to war. 
There seemed to be no resolve.  Pope Leo XIII wrote a series of sermons calling for peace and devotion to Christ the Redeemer.  A statue of Christ the Redeemer was erected to remind the parties of Christ’s message of peace.  Angela Oliveira Cezar de Costa, a well-connected society lady had the idea of taking the statue to the Andes in the event of peace as a symbol of unity between the two nations. 
In 1904 the pieces of the 7m statue were moved as close as they could get by train, then they down loaded the pieces of the statue to be pulled by mules to the high point, 12,572 feet high between Chile and Argentina and the CHRIST THE REDEEMER OF THE ANDES was constructed.  3000 people climbed up the mountain despite the inhospitable conditions and watched two armies, who a short while ago were ready to do battle with one another, firing gun salutes together.  Two plaques were unveiled celebrating the friendship between the two countries. One is inscribed (in Spanish) "Sooner shall these mountain crags crumble to dust than Chile and Argentina shall break this peace which at the feet of Christ the Redeemer they have sworn to maintain."
Following the logical order of the Beatitudes – the pure in heart are best qualified to be peacemakers – bring enemies together, heal families and marriages, and getting people to speak to each other.  Why?  Because the pure in heart will have some objectivity about themselves and as a result will not be biased for themselves but be biased for the truth.  
The pure in heart rise above selfish concerns and want peace, unity, and the genuine happiness of others.

In Jewish ethical teaching, redifat shalom – seeking peace is considered a primary heart quality.
The Hebrew word shalom means wholeness, completeness, healing – not merely the absence of strife.  

Shalom implies the positive enjoyment of God and pleasures forevermore.
1 Thessalonians 5:23


Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely…

Peace today is elusive.  So many wars going on right as we speak.  

Why all the wars?  Sin – selfishness, greed, racism, pride, and lust.

We see the out workings of being filled with God – becoming a peacemaker.  

Notice it does not say blessed are the peacekeepers or peace lovers.  Being a peacemaker is a very different matter.

Signs of a peacekeeper:

· A peacekeeper always guides conversations away from the subjects that might cause strife – politics, religion.
· Peacekeepers are compromisers. They avoid confrontation at all costs. 
· They are the inventors of the “No Talk Rule.”  The result of the “No Talk Rule” actually allows wickedness to continue. It keeps dysfunctional families in abusive cycles.  Edmund Burke – The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.
· They are experts at changing the subject, preventing arguments and misdirecting the conversation. 
The peace achieved by a peacekeeper is a pretend peace, it is a momentary peace. This peace is outward, external and incapable of changing anyone’s heart or mind.   Middle East, Bosnia, Africa.

Peacekeeping may cause churches to avoid questioning sinful conduct. 
My personal experience with a peacekeeper – pastor and crazy lady.  “This was good.”

The cure for all this is that peacemakers will step forward and say “There is a problem here, and we need to solve it now!”  Peacemakers see a problem and immediately go to work to correct, reconcile and restore. They implement long lasting solutions.
When peacemakers do this, they are often accused of being unloving, judgmental, trouble-makers, legalistic or intolerant.  When a peacemaker points out an improper behavior they are all too often vilified and the guilty party is given a pass. 
John the Baptist was a peacemaker and he lost his head for calling sin, sin. Jesus is the Prince of Peace, but He called the Pharisees a den of vipers, and they crucified Him. Most of the twelve Apostles were martyred because they pricked men’s consciences.
Ezekiel 3:18-19

“When I say to the wicked, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not warn him or speak out to warn the wicked from his wicked way that he may live, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. “Yet if you have warned the wicked and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have delivered yourself.

Peacemakers are confrontational, but they are confrontational in a loving way.         

Truth without love is harsh, but love without truth is compromise. 

Peace is far more than the absence of conflict. Peace is the presence of righteousness. True peace produces a relationship that brings enemies together. 
You can stop fighting without righteousness, but you cannot live peaceably without righteousness. 

Righteousness puts an end to the desire to harm others.  It ministers love that produces harmony.  When a person’s life has been redeemed through God’s forgiveness, and he experiences genuine love in his heart, then true peace can come to him. 

Being a peacemaker is a hard but necessary process because we are dealing with the hearts of men and women. People do not want to die to their own desires and they don’t appreciate being confronted.
The promise of God in this Beatitude is we will be called sons of God.  The picture is of a family.

The Message

You're blessed when you can show people how to cooperate instead of compete or fight. That's when you discover who you really are, and your place in God's family.
As a church we are a family.  In a family we need one another.

After nine seasons, the popular sitcom Everybody Loves Raymond broadcast its final episode in May 2005. Due to the series, the star, Ray Romano, went from struggling stand-up comedian to one of the highest-paid actors on TV. At the conclusion of the last day's filming, Romano spoke to the studio audience, reflecting on his past and his future. He read a note his brother had stuck in his luggage the day he moved from New York to Hollywood nine years earlier. It said, "What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul?" A tearful Romano looked up and told the audience, "Now I'm going to work on my soul"
We need brothers like that.  I have friends who give it to me straight.

Because you were formed to be a part of God's family, peacemaking is one of the most important skills you can develop. Unfortunately, most of us were never taught how to resolve conflict. 
Peacemaking is not:

· Avoiding conflict. 
· Running from a problem
· Pretending it doesn't exist
· Being afraid to talk about it
All the above is actually cowardice. 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, was never afraid of conflict. On occasion he provoked it for the good of everyone. Sometimes we need to avoid conflict, sometimes we need to create it, and sometimes we need to resolve it. That's why we must pray for the Holy Spirit's continual guidance. 

So, how do you confront brothers and sisters who are struggling with sin? Matthew 18:14-17

1. Talk to person 

2. If no response, take others to confirm 

3. If refusal, tell it to church 

4. If refusal again, treat as a non-believer 

Is this really important? 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8 

Turned person over to Satan. 

Leaven lumps the whole dough. A little evil gets in the way and corrupts thoroughly. 

1 Corinthians 15:33 

Bad company corrupts good morals. 

Joshua 7 
Israel is defeated at Ai because of Achan's sin. When sin is removed, Israel defeats Ai. 

Key is we need to understand that our sin affects the body. If we are one body and each totally interconnected, then when some part of the body is sick the whole body suffers. 
1 Corinthians 12:26 

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 

Going to back to our theme of Just Jesus.  Being a peacemaker is being like Jesus.  

The entire life of Jesus is marked by peace. He is called Sar Shalom, the Prince of Peace (Isa. 9:6). 
God is called El Shalom, the God of Peace (Rom. 15:33, Heb. 13:20), and salvation itself brings reconciliation (peace) between God and man (Rom. 5:1).

So important is this idea of reconciliation that Jesus states that those who make peace will be called the sons of God.  Peacemakers are one with the Father.  
The blessing of sonship!

John 13:34-35

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
If we love one another we will be known as His disciples.  If we are peacemakers we will be known as Sons!
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