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Psalm 139:13-16

For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother's womb.  I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.  My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.
How many times have our lives been saved by God?

· 1984 – car accident.

· 1994 – King’s Canyon accident

· 1967 – Doctor’s advice to my mom.

I want to suggest to you that in some way all of us in this room have had our lives saved.

According to the World Health Organization, today nearly 25% of all pregnancies end in abortion.

Each year 40-50 million women around the world choose to terminate their pregnancies – The Orlando Women’s Center gives recent annual figure of 42m.

Every day approximately 125k abortions are committed around the world.

Since I started talking about these stats around 20 abortions have taken place.

We live in a grossly materialistic world, which denies the existence and reality of soul and spirit without ever having been able to prove their non-existence, a human being is often considered to be little more than a soulless and ultimately purposeless collection of cells and molecules. 

We obviously know that this is not true.
Jeremiah 1:5

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations."

Job 31:15

Did not He who made me in the womb make him, and the same one fashion us in the womb?
Psalm 22:10

Upon You I was cast from birth; You have been my God from my mother's womb. 

When God gives life, He gives it for eternity.

The Spirituality of Abortion 

In 1921 the largest cemetery of sacrificed infants in the ancient Near East was discovered at Carthage. It is well established that this rite of child sacrifice originated in Phoenicia, ancient Israel's northern neighbor, and was brought to Carthage by its Phoenician colonizers. Hundreds of burial urns filled with the cremated bones of infants, mostly newborns but even some children up to age six years old, as well as animals have been uncovered at Carthage. 

They were buried there between the 8th century B.C. and the fall of Carthage during the third Punic War in 146 B.C. 

On the burial monuments that sometimes accompanied the urns, there was often inscribed the name or symbol of the goddess Tanit, the main Phoenician female deity, and her consort Ba'al Hammon.  Infants and children were regularly sacrificed to this divine couple. 

Fulfillment of a vow was probably the most frequent reason an infant or child was sacrificed as witnessed by the third century B.C. Greek author Kleitarchos (paraphrased by a later writer): 

Out of reverence for Kronos (the Greek equivalent of Ba'al Hammon), the Phoenicians, and especially the Carthaginians, whenever they seek to obtain some great favor, vow one of their children, burning it as a sacrifice to the deity if they are especially eager to gain success.

Diodorus Siculus: 

There was in their city a bronze image of Cronus extending its hands, palms up and sloping toward the ground, so that each of the children when placed thereon rolled down and fell into a sort of gaping pit filled with fire.

The victims, themselves, were members of both the wealthy mercantile and estate-owning class as well as the lower socioeconomic class as attested by the titles of the dedicants on the burial monuments.  Occasionally, however, the upper class would substitute lower class children for their own by purchasing them from the poor and then sacrificing them as Diodorus Siculus reports: 

In former times they (the Carthaginians) had been accustomed to sacrifice to this god the noblest of their sons, but more recently, secretly buying and nurturing children, they had sent these to the sacrifice.

Two inscriptions at Carthage even show that occasionally the parents would sacrifice a defective child hoping to later receive a healthy one as a substitute. In one inscription a man named Tuscus says that he gave Ba'al "his mute son Bod'astart, a defective child, in exchange for a healthy one.
Spirit of Molech

Leviticus 18:21

You shall not give any of your offspring to offer them to Molech, nor shall you profane the name of your God; I am the LORD.
In I Kings 11:7, Molech is identified as "the detestable god of the Ammonites" and recent archeological evidence in the former territory of the Ammonites from the period of the Conquest supports biblical testimony that child sacrifice was practiced in Jordan roughly contemporarily with Moses."18 The Hebrew word Molech is the same Semitic root as the Punic word mulk which was found inscribed on several burial monuments at Carthage giving linguistic evidence for the continuity between the practice of child sacrifice in Canaan and at Carthage. But whereas at Carthage the word refers to the sacrificial offerings including human sacrifice, in Leviticus it refers to the god who demands child sacrifice.19 The "passing through" refers to sacrificing by burning in a fire.20 For this "passing through to Molech" (same Hebrew words in Leviticus and Jeremiah) took place later in Israel's history in the region of the high places of Ba'al in the Valley of Ben Hinnom in Jeremiah 32:35.

Jeremiah 19:4-6

Because they have forsaken Me and have made this an alien place and have burned sacrifices in it to other gods, that neither they nor their forefathers nor the kings of Judah had ever known, and because they have filled this place with the blood of the innocent and have built the high places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, a thing which I never commanded or spoke of, nor did it ever enter My mind; therefore, behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when this place will no longer be called Topheth or the valley of Ben-hinnom, but rather the valley of Slaughter.
God warns Moses who warns the Israelites as they are about to enter the land of Canaan that they will be exposed to the cult of Molech not to sacrifice any of their children to the god.  In Leviticus 20 Moses clearly states that anyone who gives any of their children to Molech must be put to death.

Despite God’s warnings unfortunately some in Israel did what was detestable.

2 Kings 16:3-4 Ahaz

But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the nations whom the Lord had driven out from before the sons of Israel. He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree.
Parallels of Abortion and Child Sacrifice

Tertullian

There is no difference as to baby killing whether you do it as a sacred rite or just because you choose to do it. 

For us murder is once for all forbidden; so even the child in the womb, while yet the mother's blood is still being drawn on to form the human being, it is not lawful to destroy. To forbid birth is only quicker murder. It makes no difference whether one take away the life once born or destroy it as it comes to birth. He is a man, who is to be a man, the fruit is always present in the seed.

1. Parents kill their own offspring

At Carthage the main reason for sacrificing a child was to avert potential dangers in a crisis or to gain success through fulfilling a vow. 

Today many times when a woman faces an unwanted pregnancy, abortion seems to be the only way to resolve the crisis she finds herself in. The potential danger to reputation, education, career, etc., becomes overwhelming. To avert the seemingly terrifying consequences of carrying a pregnancy to term, the woman may turn to abortion as a means of escape.

Key is they kill their own.

2. Connection with pre-marital and extramarital sexual intercourse.

Just like in the ancient days child sacrifice was connected with the practice of temple prostitution associated with the cult of Molech today it is the most convenient way to rid of the undesired consequences.

Carl Henry calls abortion:

the horrendous modern immolation of millions of fetuses on the alter of sex gratification.

3. Population control

· China’s one child policy.

· Planned Parenthood started by Margaret Sanger who was an active member of the KKK and the eugenics movement.  Control the population of the Blacks 

In her book The Pivot of Civilization referring to immigrants, blacks and poor people:

…human weeds,’ ‘reckless breeders,’ ‘spawning… human beings who never should have been born.”

· This week’s Daily Mail Professor Wendy Savage, and influential member of the British Medical Association Ethic’s committee states that women should be able to have abortions simply because their unborn child is the ‘wrong sex.’

4. Sacrificing of defective children
Advanced testing in developed countries has led mothers and fathers to being able to identify with high-accuracy if their child will be born with some kind of defect.  Elective abortions for parents with access to this knowledge have skyrocketed.

Studies vary, but anywhere from 67 percent to 85 percent of women who learn their baby has Down Syndrome terminate their pregnancies, according to a 2012 University of South Carolina review published in the medical journal Prenatal Diagnosis. 

In the Netherlands the termination rate is 74-94%

In Denmark its 98%

In Iceland its 100% (from Icelandic Parliament in study for UN from 2008-2012).

This prompted an Icelandic photographer Sigga Ella who had an aunt born with Down syndrome:

The aim with prenatal diagnosis is to detect birth defects such as Down syndrome and more. Where are we headed? Will people choose not to keep an embryo if they know it has Down syndrome? I had a lovely aunt with Down syndrome, aunt Begga. It is very difficult for me to think about the elimination of Down syndrome and her at the same time."
The words written by P. Mosca at the conclusion of his doctoral dissertation dealing with child sacrifice might well be written of abortion today.

"it is impossible to deal with this subject at any length without coming to terms with the human dimension: how could a culture so well developed morally, intellectually and materially tolerate so 'abominable' a custom?  How could a sophisticated people sanction what seems to be such a barbaric practice for so long a time?  How at the most visceral and critical level could human parents bring about the destruction of their own child?
What can we do?  Adoption and Fostering

We can trouble ourselves.

Psalm 68:5-6a

A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, is God in His Holy habitation.  God makes a home for the lonely…

Message

Father of orphans, champion of widows is God in His holy house.  God makes homes for the homeless.

NIV


God sets the lonely in families…

Historically the church has held the responsibility of raising our children.

Deuteronomy 6:4-7

Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.  “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.  “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

God wants children in families not in orphanages.

Families care for children not the State.

James 1:27

Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The word visit in Greek means to look out for.  To examine with the eyes in order to see how he is.  It implies face-to-face involvement.  Getting our hands dirty.

I always thought it hypocritical of the Pro-Life movement to rail against abortion without giving any outlets of hope and help.

Let’s rail against abortion by providing alternatives!  Let’s be the church of Jesus Christ who values life!
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