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PASTOR RICKY CHAN	BLESSING OF PERSECUTION
APRIL 2ND, 2017	MATTHEW 5:10-12
INTRO
Oh HOW BLESSED are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness! For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
The righteous are satisfied by God, so that they can live lives that are righteous despite of persecution.  We have been talking about a sandwich.  But there is another correlation.  
If we look at the first four, they are inward focused.  
· Meaning they look at the heart of person.  
The next four, build on the inward change and become the outward expressions.  
1. The merciful are those who realize their poverty of spirit.  (outward expression of inward truth)
They realize that they have nothing in themselves at all.  It is only when a man has reached that view of himself that he will have the right view of others.  So the man who realizes he is poor in spirit and who is utterly dependent upon God, is the man who is merciful to others.

2. The pure in heart are those who mourn over their sin
What were they mourning about?  The state of their hearts, they were mourning about their sinfulness.  Not just because they were doing wrong but also they wanted to continue doing wrong.  They realized the central perversion of their character and personality – it is what caused them to mourn.  So what is God’s provision?  They shall see God.
The only way to have a pure heart is to realize you have an impure heart and to mourn about it so that God can bless you with His cleansing and make your heart pure.

3. The peacemakers are those who are meek.
If a person is not meek he is not likely to be a peacemaker.  He is unable to be because the person is unable to enter into the situation with the heart to bring healing.  



4. When we seek for it, we are satisfied by righteousness.  But the outward result of it is persecution.  

It is a frightening thought to consider that our faith is so tepid, LUKEWARM even, that the wicked do not persecute but simply ignore us. If we are not experiencing some kind of opposition and persecution, it might be a symptom that our faith is weak... 

What is more concerning is that our outward actions are the expression of our inward heart.

James 2:14-17
What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.


The importance of this is, we need to recognize where our heart and inward transformation is.  Revival start with repentance.  The recognition that we need God.  Without that recognition, we continue to feel that we are enough.
When we live righteously, we will be persecuted.

Yaakov Damkani, an Israeli believer who evangelizes in Israel, once said that he cannot understand why some Christians sympathize over the abuse he suffers as he shares the gospel (Yaakov has been spit upon, verbally abused, and even assaulted for sharing his faith). Yaakov asks why such well-meaning people are not rather envious, especially in light of the words of Jesus. The prophets of God were not a glum bunch who were nursing their wounds, but rather a joyous company, and Jesus tells us that if we experience opposition and persecution, we are in good company! Persecution for the sake of Jesus and righteousness is cause for celebration, simcha!



TEACHING
To be clear, we need to understand that BLESSED ARE THOSE who are persecuted for RIGHTEOUSNESS.  This means not when you are persecuted as a consequence of a mistake that you made.  Or if you said something wrong about somebody.  
To know what it means to be persecuted for righteousness we need to look at what it means to live righteously again.  P. Sam in his messaged, blessing of neediness dealt with the inward righteousness.  What does the outward one look like?
What does it mean to be Persecuted: dikoo – to follow.
· “You are persecuted when your enemy follows you, won’t stop pursuing you.  It is like when the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap Jesus in His words” – RT Kendall
What is Righteousness?
Dikaiosyne (de-kay-a-su-nei) – the state of being that we ought to be: righteous, the condition acceptable to God.
· ROOT word:  Dikaios (de-kai-os) – righteous, observing divine laws
· Righteousness is ONLY in relation to God
When in Greek, righteousness was understood to be something good because God has deemed it good.  Rather than for us in our Western understanding, that good has no compass except to our social understanding of morality.  That is why what is good to our society can sometimes be SO DIFFERENT and SO FAR from what is INTRINSICALLY GOOD.  Where the INSTRINSIC value is derived from GOD and ONLY GOD.

Part 1
How do we live Righteously?  How do we know that we are living righteous lives?  
Jesus is speaking and teaching on the new Kingdom that is to come.  The Beatitudes was the inauguration of not just Jesus’ ministry but also of the life of what being Christian looks like.  He is also speaking about what God has ordained to happen in the kingdom.
To COMPARE Jesus’ teaching of the kingdom, verses how we may live it today.  I prayed and I got 4 things.  They lead from one to another.  It becomes more obvious when we look at the human reflection of these 4 things.
1 – Live by Faith NOT by Sight (direct)
Hebrews 6:11
And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Genesis 15:6 (& Romans 4:3 which quotes Gen 15:6)
Then he believed the Lord; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

The Kingdom that God desires and the one that Jesus is speaking of is one that is outside of worldly rule.  Or to be put more clearly, one where our livelihood and the way we live is not governed by just worldly rule but rather by the faithfulness of God.  
So that we will BELIEVE. – CONNECTION BETWEEN FAITH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS IS STRONG
THE KEY IS THAT WE BELIEVE.
John 6:28-29
Therefore they said to Him, “What shall we do, so that we may work the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”
· When we believe, our actions, our words, and our doings naturally follow  
How do we know we are living by sight (unrighteously)?  
Let’s look into a biblical example:
Context:  God had brought Israel out of Egypt and now have brought them to the edge of the promised land.  Before entering, Moses & Aaron sent out 12 spies to spy it, to know what was in the land.
Numbers 13:30-33
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.” But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are too strong for us.” So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size.  There also we saw the Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.”

How do we know we are living by sight (unrighteously)?  
· When we start doing things only WE can do.
· Sometimes we make decisions outside of God’s will.  And we get persecuted for it.  That is not what Matthew 5:10 is talking about.
· Being persecuted for this is not what the verse is talking about.

2 – We desire God’s heavenly rule.  
More specifically, not ONLY that we desire God’s rule, but that He will be enough.
Hebrews 13:5
Make sure your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, “I will never desert you, nor will I ever leave you”.  SO THAT WE WILL CONFIDENTLY SAY, “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID.  WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME.”
· We are so content with God’s rule, living out the Christian life becomes easy.
How can we know we are not living out righteous lives?
1 Samuel 8:4-6
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah; and they said to him, “Behold, you have grown old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now appoint a king for us to judge us like all the nations.” But the thing was displeasing in the sight of Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord.

Israel asks for a king, because they stopped trusting that God would take care of them in their situation.  
· Context of passage:  (V3) Samuel was getting old, but his sons were corrupt.  Israel didn’t trust that God could do it.  They forgot that Samuel was a miracle given to Hannah and raised up to be who he was.  
· Israel saw the nations around them and said they wanted the same thing.
Instead of trusting God to take care of us, we desire that our bosses take care of us.
· Our bosses, our companies, our insurance policies.
· Isn’t that us too?  We see what is happening around us, and we say, that’s what we want God.
· We come to rely on ourselves.
We come to rely on earthly rule, putting our circumstance into the hands of others.
3 - The heart of God is that we recognize His Mission.
we are eternal beings sent into a temporal world.
John 17:13-18
But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have My joy made full in themselves. I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.  I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.
· NOT OF, but SENT
Matthew 28:19-20
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you;

· Jesus came with a Mission.  He recognized it and it became the very reason He lived and breathed.  
· Living our lives with the MISSION as the GOAL of our lives.  
How can we know when we aren’t living faithfully?
· When our purpose becomes more about our comfort than about being obedient toGod.
· Our purpose is to be as comfortable as possible NOW, rather than living as those that have been “crucified with Christ”
We forget that there is an eternal destination, or even if we don’t forget, it seems so far away and distant that we forget about any purpose of eternity.

4 - That we make our HOME in HEAVEN and not in THIS world.  
Matthew 6:19
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;
When we get these things, the outward manifest is righteousness.  Because we start acting in congruence with what is in our hearts and is in God’s heart.  We are human BEINGS not DOINGS, but our BEING must be transformed by God first (the FIRST FOUR Beatitudes) so that our DOING comes into line (the next four).
POINTS
BACK TO THE BEATITUDE
So knowing what is living righteously, what does this mean?
Matthew 5:10
Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
PART 2 – 2 points:  What is Jesus teaching us through this beatitude about our Christian lives?
1 - We will NEVER outgrow persecution
What Jesus is telling us is this:
· That is to reach a place where people will applaud you rather than want to punish you.
·  “Did you ever think or wish that you will have so much of God on you that your enemies will say, ‘WOW, you are so wonderful, how wrong I was about you.’ Don’t even think about it!  It wont’ happen!” – RT Kendall
· I’ve thought, let me get higher up, or let me get more recognition, or maybe let me be a bit more relevant at my workplace.  

· Wait, doesn’t the bible say that people will see that we are of God?
Matthew 5:16
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
1 Peter 2:12
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.
2 Timothy 3:12
Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted

They tell us to live in such a way that people will see God, but they never mention that persecution will stop.  They may praise God, but that doesn’t mean persecution ceases.  In fact, if we look at 1 Peter, it seems like some may not even praise God until the day of visitation, they DAY when JESUS COMES.  

2 – There is no better thing than having God
What Jesus is reminding us is that having the kingdom – the indwelling presence of the un-grieved Spirit – is as good as it gets. – RT Kendall
Jesus is reminding us that in THIS WORLD, there is nothing that can compare to having and knowing JESUS.  
· When we truly follow Jesus, the world turns against us.  
· There is no greater joy than having the Holy Spirit, in your heart with you.
· It is a little taste of heaven on earth.
· More importantly, it shows us the divide between being comfortable with our EARTHLY living vs desiring the HEAVENLY living which is to come.  
· This can be a litmus test for us.  COMFORT vs FOLLOWING Jesus.  
Going back to the question of, “What am I living for?”
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