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Exodus 19:10-11

The Lord also said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash their garments; and let them be ready for the third day, for on the third day the Lord will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.
As our retreat is coming up this week, let’s prepare ourselves to encounter the Lord.

Having an encounter with the God of the universe requires preparation.  

We often forget who we are talking to when we enter into prayer or gather together to worship. God is an awesome God.  In the OT when people came into the presence of God they did so at their own peril.  He gives us each day of our lives and even our breath comes from Him.  He is the creator all things who holds our lives in His hands.  He is holy and there is none like Him!

In Exodus 19, God had rescued the people of Israel from the Egyptians and He was ready to meet them face to face to establish a new covenant.  God commanded Moses to have the people take a full two days to consecrate themselves both physically and spiritually before this meeting.  On the third day, God came down and spoke directly to His people in thunder and lightning through a dense cloud on the top of the mountain.

Many of us as a church have become very flippant and we don’t prepare ourselves.

How many of you prayed this morning before you came to church to meet with God?

At work, before an important meeting we go over our notes, collect our thoughts and think about what we are going to say – we prepare.  

How many of us prepared ourselves this morning to meet with Him?

Henry Blackaby 

Meeting with God requires preparation. God is awesome and perfectly holy. Barging into His presence unprepared is an affront.  Genuine worship requires spiritual preparation. Your experiences of worship reflect your spiritual preparation. Prepare yourself now for your next encounter with God.’
Friendship and the fear.  Finding the radical middle.  

Exodus 33:11 v. Exodus 33:20

v. 11


Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend. 
v. 20
But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!”
Hebrews 12:1-2 

1. Streamline our lives. Lay aside every encumbrance. An encumbrance is a weight. Unneccesary. 

2. Overcome sin. This week as we prepare, let's get a handle on our sins. Call sin what it is, confess it, deal with it, and overcome it. 

3. Keep at it. Run with endurance. Don't stop.

4. Focus on Jesus. Fix our eyes on Jesus. Never take eyes off of Him and watch what He does. 

5. Expect God to do it. 

Psalm 81:10 

I, the Lord, am your God, Who brought you out of Egypt; Open your mouth wide and I will fill it. 

Let's open our mouths and hands and wait for Him to fill it. We need open hands and an open mouth.

Jeremiah 29:11-14a

For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.  Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart.  I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord,
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