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The Blessing of Heaven

Matthew 5:11

Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely, on account of Me.

The Message

Not only that – count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me.
Often times in Hebrew literature when something was very important, it was stated twice.

Philippians 4:4


Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!

On account of Me.

This is the real reason for people’s anger when we are persecuted.  

Righteousness in verse 10 becomes on account of Me in verse 11.  

The general term “righteousness” is narrowed to the real cause of another’s anger – the offence that comes from being associated with Jesus.

Let’s be sure to make the point here that the blessing of heaven is on those who are being persecuted on account of their relationship with Jesus.  

Its not being persecuted for our sin, persecuted because we are successful or not successful.  

Persecution here that brings a great reward is on account of Jesus.

2 Timothy 3:12

Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

During China's Boxer Rebellion of 1900, insurgents captured a mission station, blocked all the gates but one, and in front of that one gate placed a cross flat on the ground. Then the word was passed to those inside that any who trampled the cross underfoot would be permitted their freedom and life, but that any refusing would be shot. Terribly frightened, the first seven students trampled the cross under their feet and were allowed to go free. But the eighth student, a young girl, refused to commit the sacrilegious act. Kneeling beside the cross in prayer for strength, she arose and moved carefully around the cross, and went out to face the firing squad. Strengthened by her example, every one of the remaining ninety-two students followed her to the firing squad. 

We live in a sophisticated culture and for most of us there will be no firing squad but persecution will come in other forms – ridicule, scorn, lies.  

Are we willing to embrace the cross and face the scorn of the world?

Some Christians balk at the notion of being persecuted.  God wants me to have a peaceful, good life.

We must remember that when we gave our lives to God we gave up our lives.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer


When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.

On account of Me.

All people by nature hate God.  Jonathan Edwards once described God as “man’s natural enemy.”

So if imitating God brings persecution, you touch His heart.  Persecution is when you feel His pain.  

Have you ever thought of experiencing God’s pain?  In persecution, you experience God’s pain.  We think it’s our own pain but it is what God feels.

The most hated person in the universe is God.  He is accused, laughed at, degraded, maligned.  He is accused of creating all the suffering in the world.  Every major storm or tragedy is called “an act of God.”

Misotheism – hatred of God.  Bernard Schweizer, Hating God.

Dystheism – God exists but is not wholly good, or he might even be evil.

Maltheism – malevolent deity.  He is not fit for worship due to his low moral standards.

Antitheism – opposed to idea of Theistic religion.

We will begin to feel what He feels when people hate you because of Him. 

We didn’t realize that to truly know Him is to also know some of His pain of being hated.

That’s why it’s blessed.  That’s why the Bible tells us to rejoice when we are persecuted.

We feel what God feels.

1 Peter 4:14

If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

If you are fortunate enough for this to happen to you, you exemplify the essence of the praise, honor, and glory that comes from God.  Being persecuted for righteousness is the nearest you will get to feeling what God feels all the time.

It will not be fun but it will be glorious.

Stephen in Acts 6-7 is an example of this.

His departure was glorious.  Face like an angel, sees a vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of God and utters Jesus’ glorious words.  Wow!

Insults and Lies

Notice the avenue of this persecution will be words.   

The instrument of persecution will be people.  

The enemy knows how to bring the worst out of people.  

People by nature want to think evil rather than good.

Early in our marriage my greatest frustration with Lisa was – “why do you consistently think the worse of me?”  I should have realized that is our nature.

To insult means to speak in a way that hurts our feelings.  Hurts our pride.

When we have withstood and stood with Christ and our image is secure in Him that the insults don’t hurt then Satan moves on to saying all kinds of evil against us falsely.

I have to be honest, this one really hurts.  When people say lies about you to craft a narrative that makes us look really bad.  

I have been accused of sabotaging someone’s career, family, livelihood, etc…

So crazy because none of its true.  Accusing me of evil that I did not do.

The enemy works to move us out of two thresholds:

1. Lowest limit at which a stimulus become perceptible.  When the persecution begins to bug you.

2. Highest limit at which pain is bearable.  When you can take no more.

Some things bother us, some things don’t.  Some things get the best of us.

When I was younger I could endure all kinds of things but if you said anything about my mom – its over.

Insult me when I am alone – whatever.  Insult me in front of my wife or children – its on like donkey kong!

1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

The Lord will provide a way of escape when we are being tempted to retaliate.

On account of Me.

When we are being lied about and insulted and persecuted, Jesus says, it’s because of Him.

He is the one they hate; He is the one they are angry with.

This means we must learn not to take persecution personally.

In same way, every leader must learn not to take rejection personally.

1 Samuel 8:7

The LORD said to Samuel, "Listen to the voice of the people in regard to all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.

Men hate God by their nature – His holiness, His glory, His sovereignty.  Jesus mirrors the Father so they hate Jesus.

So when we are persecuted because of our faithfulness to God, we mirror Jesus.  

Therefore, we must not take persecution personally.

1 Peter 4:12-14

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation.  If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
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