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The Blessing of Rewards

Matthew 5:12

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
The Message

You can be glad when that happens—give a cheer, even! — For though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And know that you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten into this kind of trouble.
Review:

· On account of Me.

· This is the real reason for people’s anger when we are persecuted. 

· This means we must learn not to take persecution personally.

· Let’s be sure to make the point here that the blessing of heaven is on those who are being persecuted on account of their relationship with Jesus.  

· Persecution here that brings a great reward is on account of Jesus.

· All people by nature hate God.  Jonathan Edwards once described God as “man’s natural enemy.”

· The most hated person in the universe is God. 

· 1 Peter 4:14

If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

Insults and Lies

· Notice the avenue of this persecution will be words.   

· The instrument of persecution will be people.  

New Testament teaching of reward at the judgment seat of Christ.

Some would say, “I don’t need a reward!”  You are more spiritual than the apostle Paul

1 Corinthians 9:27

But I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.

Disqualified from the prize.

The prize is the special privilege of the persecuted.  Jesus said we are blessed if we are persecuted for righteousness and for suffering on account of Him.  But He adds even more – we have a great reward waiting for us in heaven.

RT Kendall

But He always stoops to our weakness and motivates us in terms of our own self-interest.

Rejoice and be glad because when you are insulted and lied about because of Him – you reach the big leagues, the category of a prophet.

Why a prophet?  Why not a king or high priest?

Kings were admired, priests were honored but prophets were marginalized, looked down upon and were the objects of contempt.

You can be in the same category as a prophet in God’s eye and you don’t have to have a prophetic gift.  No words of knowledge, no foretelling of the future.  The only requirement: to be insulted and lied about because of the Gospel!

Many sports have a hall of fame.  Only recognizes the greatest athletes in their sport.

God has a hall of fame and He calls it the hall of faith – Hebrews 11:32-38

Some shut the mouths of lions, conquered kingdoms, and escaped the edge of the sword.  Others were tortured and refused to be released, some were mocked and whipped, others were chained and in prison.  Some were stoned, sawn in two (Isaiah), put to death by the sword.

These people were put in the highest possible category in God’s eye.  Most of these were His prophets.

Jesus is trying to help us have a different perspective if we are insulted or lied about.

We are told to rejoice because when we are going through persecution joy is not our initial response.

Let’s talk about rewards for a moment.

There is a vast difference in the doctrine of salvation for the lost and the doctrine of rewards for the saved.  

Salvation is a free gift of God received by faith in the finished work of Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it
 is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Rewards are according to the work of the believer.

Matthew 16:27

For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS.

The most comprehensive passage on rewards is found in 1 Corinthians 3:8-15

1. We are rewarded for his own labor – verse 8

2. We are God’s worker – verse 9

3. We are not to build a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Christ Jesus – verse 11

4. We build with two kinds of building material – verse 12

a. Gold, silver, precious stones – eternal materials

b. Wood, hay, straw – temporal materials

The believer who builds on Christ with eternal materials will receive a reward.

Those who build on Christ with temporal materials will suffer loss – not salvation but the loss of eternal reward.

Rewards are called crowns or wreaths in the NT.

1. The Crown of Life (Martyr’s Crown)

This crown will be given to those who are faithful under persecution or even death.

James 1:12

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

     Revelation 2:10


…Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.

2. The Victor’s Crown (Wreath Imperishable)

This crown will be given to those who live exceptional lives of sacrifice like an athlete and don’t disqualify themselves.

1 Corinthians 9:24-27

3. The Crown of Exultation (Soul Winner’s Crown)

This crown will be given to those who have been instrumental in getting other people saved.

1 Thessalonians 2:19-20

For who is our hope or joy or crown of exultation? Is it not even you, in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?  For you are our glory and joy.

4. The Crown of Righteousness (Servant’s Crown) 

This crown will be given to those who have lived a good and righteous life for God while living down here on this earth.

2 Timothy 4:5-8

But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

5. The Crown of Glory (Pastor’s Crown)

This crown will be given to shepherds who lead and teach others in the ways and knowledge of the Lord.  Noah’s Ark teachers, HC leaders, pastors, SPLI teachers.

1 Peter 5:2-4

Shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock.  And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
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