Sermon on the Mount: Light of the World

Matthew 5:14-16 NASB
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; [15] nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. [16] Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:14 MSG
"Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand---shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.
You are the light of the world.
1. Reflective Light
Jesus tells us what we are. We are the light of the world. Yet in...
John 8:12
Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, "I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."
Jesus is the light. It is not about us. Even as Jesus calls us to be light, we are a light that simply points or reflects the light of Jesus. Like how the moon reflects the light from the sun.
2. Regenerated Light
Ephesians 5:8
for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
1 Peter 2:9
But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A  HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR  God's  OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;
We were once in darkness, but now in the light. We are a regenerated light, which means we are born again.
Testimony: From darkness in LKF to born again moment on the turbulent plane.
2 Corinthians 5:17
Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

Only if we are born again, will we receive a light to reflect.
3. Repugnant Light
John 3:19-21
This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."
Those in darkness hate the light. Just as when we are sleeping in a dark room, and the light suddenly turns on. We are repulsed by the light.
As light, it does not mean that everyone will come into the light and come into agreement. Just look to Jesus, who was the brightest of lights. He was hated, scourged, and crucified.

So yes, though you may be a light that reflects Jesus, it may also be a repugnant light. This is persecution.
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden
Annointing
A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Not that it should not be hidden, but cannot. It cannot help but be seen.
It is like someone who is so filled with the Holy Spirit… overflowing… they cannot help but be seen. They are not trying to be seen, but they just can’t help it. Often you would hear the remark, “so-and-so is on fire”.
The context of the verse for light would be a lamp. The correlations of how bright a lamp was, would be the amount of oil that would be used for fuel. The more oil used the brighter the lamp would be.
Oil is a metaphor for anointing. If a person is the lamp, the greater the anointing the brighter their light would shine. And there was no one who shone brighter than Jesus.

John 3:34 (Without measure)
"For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure."

Romans 12:3 (With measure)
"For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith."

Q: What do we mean when we say that someone is really anointed?
A: We see that there is so much Holy Spirit in their life.
The greater the anointing, the more we have to reflect the light of Jesus. So much so, that we cannot be hidden.

nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand
Responsible Light
We have a responsibility in how we shine our light. Just as salt that is not salty is useless, a lamp that is put under a basket is also useless.
Jesus is giving us a reminder, that even though we are light, sometimes we hide that light where it can be seen.
Why? Because we are ashamed.
But as light we are called to be unashamed and need to be placed on the lampstand where it can bring light in the darkness.
and it gives light to all who are in the house.
Purpose of Light
Acts 26:17-18
I am sending you, to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'
2 Corinthians 4:4,6
the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For God, who said, "Light shall shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
It sounds very familiar with Star Wars, and the force. The struggle between the dark side and the light side. Each side is trying to vy for their “force” to bring influence into the universe.
Similarly, that is our purpose, to bring light in the midst of darkness.
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.
Good Works
Just to be clear, we are saved by grace and not by good works.
Ephesians 2:8-10
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.
The result of the grace that was gifted to us, and then the abundant love and blessings we experience continuously would warrant a reaction. That reaction would naturally be good works.
Eg. My wife for our 5 year anniversary did something really amazing. She surprised me and booked a staycation night at the Hyatt. And then she sent me cupcakes for our 10 year dating anniversary. The response is I wanted to do something for her. So for mother’s day I wanted to do something different and special.
The point of me doing it was not to even to score. But I just felt so blessed, I wanted to also respond with something special that would please her.
Our good works are the same. They do not earn us anything. It is a response to God’s incredible goodness, and a desire to please him. And it pleases him :)
What is considered a good work?
Titus 3:14
Our people must also learn to engage in good deeds to meet pressing needs, so that they will not be unfruitful.

1 Corinthians 10:31
Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.

It could be almost anything. It could be through serving others and meeting their needs, but it could even be what we eat or drink whatever you do. The key is the motive behind it… for the glory of God.
[image: image1.png][ am indebted to Dr. Raymond Brown for this unforgettable story. A minister
friend of his was in Calcutta, India, and rushed to get to his train on time. He
was running late. If he missed the train, it meant he would have to wait for
twelve hours in a crowded city with which he was unfamiliar and where he had
no place to stay. As he made his way hurriedly to the station, he had to walk
through a market. Doing so, walking swiftly with his suitcases, he accidentally
knocked over a fruit and vegetable stand that was being run by a blind man.
Fruit went in every direction—apples, bananas, mangoes, tomatoes and beans.
But as this minister was late and so rushed, he hurried on.

He made it in time and was now sitting comfortably in his seat on the train.
All he could think about, however, was that blind man and all the fruit that had
fallen to the ground. Before the train began to move, the preacher got his
suitcases, got off the train and made his way to the blind man’s stand. The blind
man was on his knees, reaching for his fruit and putting the fruit and vegetables
in their boxes in order to be sold. The minister got down on his knees and began
to help the blind man, and said to him: “I'm so sorry. I have ruined your day. The
fruit are bruised. I will buy them all from you.”

They filled the cart and the minister left. As he did so, the blind man shouted
at him, “Sir, 1s you Jesus?” As soon as he heard those words, the minister knew
that he had to do what he did. It was righteous behavior.




Your light is shining, so that people would see your good works, and see what? See Jesus!
What is more difficult? Living out the good deed through your actions or by your words?
Without a doubt, living out your good deeds through your actions is much more difficult.
Someone who just lives out the good deeds by their words we would call a hypocrite.
I’ve heard people talk about how they evangelize, or how they are salt and light. And they say they demonstrate their faith through their actions. But you know, at some point, you should also share your faith through your words as well.
This is also a radical middle, where it is not a choice of expressing our good deeds through our actions or words, but do both. Let us be unashamed in the way we conduct ourselves, but also in expressing ourselves as we profess our love for Jesus.
Wisdom
As we the light of Jesus shine in our lives, sometimes is may be a repugnant light. But that is not our intention.
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works.
We need wisdom. I would advise to not do this on social media or forums. But, there are no absolutes. I know someone who is as blunt as it gets. She starts a conversation with almost like a confrontation. Yet, she leads people to Christ all the time! The wisdom we seek must come not from us, but from the Holy Spirit.
Conclusion
We are light. Jesus declares it over us who we are, and that we would not even be able to help ourselves to shine and be seen. Yet it seems like we need to try so hard to be light, yet that is already who we are. Isn’t that odd?
The Big Question... So why aren’t we the Light of the World?
The Big Answer... Darkness. The Enemy.
1 Peter 5:8
Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

John 10:10
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
The enemy is like an assassin. You have no idea it’s coming, how it’s coming, when it’s coming, you are oblivious. And before you know it you are dead.
And that’s how the enemy operates. He’s there whether you like it or not, but doesn’t want you to think he is there. So that he can bring stuff against you, like rejection, or fear, or anger. And you don’t even realizes it’s the enemy, you think it’s just circumstances. And before you know it, those circumstances become who you are, and you have no idea why. And you believe these lies about yourself, that actually not true at all. 
Jesus said you are salt and light.
The enemy has come against you and you don’t even realize it.
And now you are mustering up all this strength trying to be something you already are. Or maybe you have given up on even trying.
What has come against you to be light?
And what it is trying to steal from you?
1. I nail _______ to the cross.
2. I break all agreements I’ve made with _______ known or unknown, and I repent of joining with _______.
3. I ask You, Father to send _______ away from me!
4. Father, what do You want to give me in place of _______?
