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Law and the Prophets

Matthew 5:17-18
Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished.

The Message

Don’t suppose for a minute that I have come to demolish the Scriptures—either God’s Law or the Prophets. I’m not here to demolish but to complete. I am going to put it all together, pull it all together in a vast panorama. God’s Law is more real and lasting than the stars in the sky and the ground at your feet. Long after stars burn out and earth wears out, God’s Law will be alive and working. 
If Jesus’ finest sermon were considered a meal.  The Beatitudes would be the starter and verse 17 would be the main entrée – the beginning of the sermon itself.

From Matthew 5:21 to the end is an elaboration of both the Beatitudes and Jesus’ way of applying the Mosaic Law.

RT Kendall

I could make the case that Matthew 5:17 is the most important verse in the Sermon on the Mount.

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

The promise to fulfill the Law and the prophets was the most stupendous claim that Jesus ever made.

To fulfill the Law was an impossible task.

1. The statutes of the Law – all of its rules.  Look at Leviticus

2. The standard of the Law – the required level of quality of obedience

3. The structures of the Law – Moral (10 Commandments), Civil (the way Israelites were to be governed), and Ceremonial (the way Israelites were to worship God)

4. The specifications of the Law – over 2,000 pieces of legislation in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy as well as the 10 Commandments

5. The strictness of the Law – complete and total obedience without the slightest deviation

6. The scrutiny of the Law – a careful keeping of the minutest requirement.  Dot every “i” and cross every “t”

7. The servitude of the Law – meaning a curse on all who didn’t fulfill all its demands.  

Deut 27:26

Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out.

8. The shadow of the Law – since the Law was only a trace of that it pointed to.

Hebrews 10:1a

For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things…
9. The sacrifices of the Law – since they were repeated year after year but never perfected those who drew near to worship

What was the purpose of the Law?

The Israelites were specially chosen to receive the Law, which would become their key distinction.

*Masada experience

Some of the laws were to reveal to the Israelites how to obey and please God (the Ten Commandments). 

Some of the laws were to show the Israelites how to worship God and atone for sin (the sacrificial system). 

Some of the laws were intended to make the Israelites distinct from other nations (the food and clothing rules)

It is what set them apart.

Leviticus – laws for worshipping God mixed in with how to wash pots and pans.

God is intricately involved in every aspect of life – not just the spiritual but also everything even the most monotonous aspects of our daily life – everything is holy, all is sacred.

The purpose of the Old Testament Law is to convict people of our inability to keep the law and point us to our need for Jesus Christ as Savior.

Galatians 3:24

Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.

Jesus Fulfilled the Law

It is frequently argued that if Jesus did not “abolish” the law, then it must still be binding.  Accordingly, such components as the Sabbath-day requirement must be operative still, along with perhaps numerous other elements of the Mosaic Law. This assumption is grounded in a misunderstanding of the words and intent of this passage. Christ did not suggest here that the binding nature of the Law of Moses would remain forever in effect. Such a view would contradict everything we learn from the balance of the New Testament 

Romans 10:4

For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

Galatians 3:23-25
But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.  Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
Of special significance is the word rendered “abolish.” It translates the Greek term kataluo, literally meaning, “to loosen down.” 

· The word is found seventeen times in the New Testament. 

· It is used, for example, of the destruction of the Jewish temple by the Romans (Matthew 26:61; 27:40; Acts 6:14), and of the dissolving of the human body at death (2 Corinthians 5:1). 

· Also means to overthrow, to render vain, deprive of success.

· In classical Greek, it was used in connection with institutions, laws, etc., to convey the idea of “to invalidate.”

It is especially important to note how the word is used in Matthew 5:17. In this context, “abolish” is set in opposition to “fulfill.” 

Christ came “...not to abolish, but to fulfill.” Jesus did not come to this earth for the purpose of acting as an opponent of the law. His goal was not to prevent its fulfillment. Rather, He revered it, loved it, obeyed it, and brought it to fruition. He fulfilled the law’s prophetic utterances regarding Himself.

Luke 24:44
Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”
Christ fulfilled the demands of the Mosaic Law, which called for perfect obedience under threat of a curse.

Galatians 3:10
For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a curse; for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO DOES NOT ABIDE BY ALL THINGS WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF THE LAW, TO PERFORM THEM."

Galatians 3:13

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us-- for it is written, "CURSED IS EVERYONE WHO HANGS ON A TREE "--

If the Law of Moses bears the same relationship to men today, in terms of its binding status, then it was not fulfilled, and Jesus failed at what He came to do. 

If the Lord did accomplish His goal, then the law was fulfilled, and it is not a binding legal institution today. 

Jesus fulfilled the law. Jesus fulfilled all of the law. We cannot say that Jesus fulfilled the sacrificial system, but did not fulfill the other aspects of the law. Jesus either fulfilled all of the law, or none of it. What Jesus' death means for the sacrificial system, it also means for the other aspects of the law.

James 2:10

For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of all.

Jesus plainly said that not one jot or tittle (smallest letter or stroke (representative of the smallest markings of the Hebrew script) would pass away until all was fulfilled. 

A jot is the 10th letter in the Hebrew alphabet and the smallest.  Looks like an apostrophe.

What does this mean for Christians today?

Does the Law bind us today?

Matthew 22:35-40

One of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  And He said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the great and foremost commandment.  The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.”

In the place of the Old Testament Law Christians are now under the law of Christ.

The law of Christ summed up in loving God totally and loving others totally – all the Law and Prophets hang on these two commandments.

1 John 5:3

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.

The Ten Commandments were essentially a summary of the entire Old Testament law. Nine of the Ten Commandments are clearly repeated in the New Testament (all except the command to observe the Sabbath day). 

Obviously, if we are loving God, we will not be worshipping false gods or bowing down before idols. If we are loving our neighbors, we will not be murdering them, lying to them, committing adultery against them, or coveting what belongs to them.

*Via Dolorosa

Cursed is the man who hangs on a tree.

He did it for us.  Fulfilled it all.  When He hangs on the tree and utters:

John 19:30


…It is finished…

All has been accomplished.
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