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Go the Extra Mile

Matthew 5:40-42
If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two.  Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you.

The Message

If someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, gift-wrap your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-for-tat stuff. Live generously. 
The context of Matthew 5:40-42 goes back to the Mosaic Law.  Under the Mosaic Law you had a right to defend yourself, as long as it didn’t go too far.  You cannot take revenge by killing someone if they broke your tooth.

Jesus however told us to “turn the other cheek” if we were slapped.  

There comes a time when we waive our rights that might be upheld by the Mosaic Law.

It is the kingdom of heaven that we wish to inherit so this means living by a higher standard than those entailed in the Law.

I got a new phone – Blackberry keyone.

Changed because blackberry was changing its operating system.  Whatsapp would no longer work on the Blackberry operating system to upgraded to Android.

With the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus is giving us a different operating system, which is very different than the worlds.  

RT Kendall

The Civil Law was to show how the people of God are to govern themselves.  The principles of the Kingdom of heaven show how the family of God should live with each other.

Heard of a story of a Christian family who put their house on the market.  After a long time their home didn’t sell.  A Christian man in another town called and informed the family that he had been praying and that God revealed to him that they should give the house to them.  The family prayed and God didn’t say anything so they said no.  The man got angry and told them they were disobeying God and God would judge them and destroy the house and all their possessions because of their greed.

Who was right?

Do we need to obey literally?

Jesus also said to pluck out our eye and cut off our hands but we know that He was using hyperbole and speaking metaphorically.  

HELP!  

Let’s go to the text and try to figure out what Jesus meant:

1. How did the speaker/writer understand his own words? 
2. How would the original audience have understood these words? 
1. Your Shirt and your Coat

According to the Old Testament your cloak (outer garment – coat) was an inalienable right.

Exodus 22:26-27

If you ever take your neighbor’s cloak as a pledge, you are to return it to him before the sun sets, for that is his only covering; it is his cloak for his body. What else shall he sleep in? And it shall come about that when he cries out to Me, I will hear him, for I am gracious.
The setting of the story is a debtor being dragged to court by their creditor to pay up.  The debtor had some rights.  The creditor could not go into the debtor’s home and take whatever they want but they must wait outside and receive the debtor’s outer cloak as collateral.  The cloak must be returned at night though.

Deuteronomy 24:10-13

When you make your neighbor a loan of any sort, you shall not enter his house to take his pledge.  You shall remain outside, and the man to whom you make the loan shall bring the pledge out to you.  If he is a poor man, you shall not sleep with his pledge.  When the sun goes down you shall surely return the pledge to him, that he may sleep in his cloak and bless you; and it will be righteousness for you before the Lord your God.
Jesus is addressing an oppressive operating system.

Walter Wink

Indebtedness was a plague in first century Palestine. Jesus’ parables are full of debtors struggling to salvage their lives. Heavy debt was not, however, a natural calamity that had overtaken the incompetent. It was the direct consequence of Roman imperial policy. Emperors taxed the wealthy to fund their wars. The rich naturally sought nonliquid investments to hide their wealth. Land was best, but it was ancestrally owned and passed down over generations, and no peasant would voluntarily relinquish it.
High interest debt and constant taxation by the Roman government drove a system of oppression. 

“By the time of Jesus…Large estates owned by absentee landlords, managed by stewards, and worked by tenant farmers, day laborers, and slaves. It is no accident that the first act of Jewish revolutionaries in 66 C.E. was to burn the temple treasury, where the record of debts was kept.”

Notice the Mosaic Law dealt with cloaks but Jesus said, “If anyone wants to take your shirt.”  Literally the shirt off your back.

This would cause nakedness, which was considered taboo in Judaism – Genesis 9 with the story of Noah.

The shame fell less on the naked party than on the person viewing or causing the nakedness. 
There stands the creditor, covered with shame, the poor debtor’s outer garment in the one hand, and his undergarment in the other. 

The tables have suddenly been turned on the creditor. The debtor had no hope of winning the case; the law was entirely in the creditor’s favor. 

But the poor man has transcended this attempt to humiliate him. He has risen above shame. At the same time, he has registered a stunning protest against the system that created his debt. He has said in effect, ‘you want my robe? Here, take everything! Now you’ve got all I have except my body. Is that what you’ll take next?'”

Jesus is helping the oppressed to find empowerment in their own brutal circumstance. 

And in the process He is allowing the debtor to show, in public view, how the system they’ve created brutalized people into deeper and deeper poverty.

2. The Extra Mile

The common idiom “go the extra mile”

Roman law called lex angeria, which allowed a soldier to compel a civilian to carry his pack for one milion – 1,520 paces.  This is known as a Roman mile.  But the soldier was required to take the pack again at the end of the mile.  He would be subject to punishment if he tried to make the civilian carry the pack further.

By telling His followers to walk beyond the mile, He was actually challenging the Roman operating system.  Jesus, in His brilliant non-violence, found a way to show up the Roman system.

Under the threat of Roman force, we might be required to walk a mile.  So, by love we should walk two.

When following Jesus’ command here, the Christian would force the Roman soldier to acknowledge that Jesus’ teachings were more compassionate, loving and humble than the Roman system.  Jesus’ followers were more submitted to Him than to Roman law, more willing to do for Him what few would do for Caesar.

3. Ownership and Stewardship

In each of these two examples Jesus was giving us a new operating system as it pertains to the issue of ownership and stewardship – our possessions and our time. 
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Nothing is given to us on the basis of ownership, only stewardship.

All we have is on loan from God and our goal is to be faithful.

1 Corinthians 4:2


In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.
Jesus is bringing up the issue of ownership.  Who has given you your possessions and who has given you time?

1 Corinthians 4:7

For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

All we have is given to us by God.  All we have does not belong to us but to God and we are called to be faithful stewards.

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 that we are not our own and that we have been bought with a price.  These verses come at the end of a chapter in which Paul rebukes the Corinthian church for suing each other – even calling it shameful.

Goes back to time and money.
We must all learn to stay detached from whatever we own.  God can take anything we have from us at any time that He chooses.  He doesn’t demand though – He leaves it up to us as a steward.  

Jesus is rewiring our operating system – not of retaliation but of graciousness.
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