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Love Your Enemies

Matthew 5:43-45
You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven

Message

You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. 

So challenging to be like Jesus and follow the Sermon on the Mount.  I have been really conscious of doing this since we have started the series.  I am always thinking about it, processing, praying.  

This week after an uplifting lunch I was walking back to the church office when I encountered a very rude woman.

Sadly, I did not turn the other cheek.  I walked the rest of the way repenting and praying to be more like Jesus.

Last of the 6 statements – “You have heard it was said” or “You have heard that the ancients were told.

In this passage Jesus is quoting Leviticus 19:18

You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord.
But there is no Law that tells people to hate your enemy.

Jesus is merely describing how the scribes and Pharisees were applying Old Testament teaching in that time.

Jesus was calling His disciples to do something different, something deeper.

To do this is nothing short of a miracle.  For today’s citizen to move in forgiveness and to love our enemies and to pray for them is shocking.

We see the hatred of ISIS, the racism of Charlottesville.  Hate is exchanged with hate.

***Show video

1.  We all have enemies

A priest is giving a homily based on Jesus’ command to love your enemies. “Now,” he says, “I’ll bet that many of us feel as if we have enemies in our lives,” “So raise your hands,” he says, “if you have many enemies.” And quite a few people raise their hands. “Now raise your hands if you have only a few enemies.” And about half as many people raise their hands. “Now raise your hands if you have only one or two enemies.” And even fewer people raised their hands. “See,” says the priest, “most of us feel like we have enemies.” “Now raise your hands if you have no enemies at all.” And the priest looks around, and looks around, and finally, way in the back; a very, very old man raises his hand. He stands up and says, “I have no enemies whatsoever!” Delighted, the priest invites the man to the front of the church. “What a blessing!” the priest says. “How old are you? “I’m 98 years old, and I have no enemies.” The priest says, “What a wonderful Christian life you lead! And tell us all how it is that you have no enemies.”

“All the bastards have died!”

2. We are called to forgive

Nelson Mandela spent 27 years in prison in South Africa in Robben Island in Capetown where he was frequently tortured.

He came out of prison with no bitterness.  He dazzled the world.  People couldn’t figure him out.

“Why aren’t you bitter?” they would ask.

He gave them two reasons:

1. First he realized that bitterness was only hurting himself.

2. He said, “If black people were in power, they would do the same thing that the white people did to us.”

He gave President Bill Clinton this advice once: “If you hate, you give your enemy your heart and your mind.  Don’t give the enemy those two things.”

When we don’t forgive bitterness sets in.

Story of Russian young woman with arthritis.

We may try and suppress our feelings but they come out in different ways – irritability, high blood pressure, sleeplessness, and stomach ulcers.
Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.
Free yourself by forgiving.
3.  We are called to love

What Jesus means by love is not an emotional feeling but it is an act of the will.

He uses the Greek word agape.  This is selfless love not an emotional feeling.

Jesus did not use the Greek phileo – brotherly love or friendship.  

He did not use eros – physical or sensual love and romance.

Agape is an act of the will.  It is a valiant, courageous and righteous decision.  

Your enemy probably will never be your friend but that is ok.  Jesus is not asking us to be buddies with those who hurt us.  He is calling us in an act of the will.

Martin Luther King Jr.
Love has within it a redemptive power,”  “And there is a power there that eventually transforms individuals. … Just keep being friendly to that person. … Just keep loving them, and they can’t stand it too long. Oh, they react in many ways in the beginning. … They react with guilt feelings, and sometimes they’ll hate you a little more at that transition period, but just keep loving them. And by the power of your love they will break down under the load. 
We can do it because He did it.

Hanging on the cross in front of those who were crucifying Him He prays for them.

Luke 23:34

But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.

G Campbell Morgan observed that he expects to see in heaven the very men who nailed Jesus to the cross in answer to Christ’s prayer.

Again this is a miracle.  We need to be so abiding with Christ.  We cannot truly forgive those who have hurt us or move in an act of our will to love them or to pray for them without Jesus taking over our hearts and minds.
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