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Like Father, Like Son

Matthew 5:45-47
So that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same?  If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?
Message
This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill sinner does that.
Recap from last week: God calls us into a supernatural act to love instead of retaliate.  Not just love our friends but love our enemies.  We all have them.

And then show our love by praying for them.  Why pray?  

There is no human activity that changes us like prayer does.  You will know you have forgiven someone when you can pray for them that God would not hold their sin against them and ask God to bless them instead of strike them down.

Could it be that Saul becomes Paul because Stephen’s prayer is answered?

Acts 7:60

Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice “Lord, do not hold this sin against them!”  Having said this, he fell asleep.

Like Father, Like Son

Hannah wanting to read my big Bible – brought me great joy.

I love the Lakers, Angels and Dodgers so my kids love them too.

I played flanker (wide receiver) in high school so my kids love running routes and playing receiver.

Former student who is die-hard Dodgers fan so his son is a crazy Dodgers fan.

When our kids like what we like or do what we do we love it.

So does God.  

Proverbs 10:1a


The proverbs of Solomon.  A wise son makes a father glad

We make God so happy when we are like Him.

American soldier was riding in his jeep when he noticed a hungry kid staring into a candy store.  He walked in bought some candies and when he came out he gave it to the kid and said, “God bless you.” After the soldier left the boy started running after the jeep and when he finally caught up asked the soldier, “Sir, are you God?”  The soldier’s generosity mirrored God to this young boy.

Do we want to be just like God?  Love our enemies!

God blesses the unrighteous just like He does the righteous.  He causes His sun to shine upon both of them.  God blesses even His enemies – people who are hostile to Him and angry at Him.  He loves both the sinner and the saint.

Jesus came to this earth to show a lost world exactly who God is.  The people forgot.  They had been so caught up in all the rules and regulations – that were at time being misinterpreted and misrepresented, that they couldn’t see God anymore.

So Jesus became the exact representation of the Father.

Hebrews 1:3

And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
1. Common Grace

Common grace is God’s goodness to all men and women – the just and the unjust, the evil and the good.  Such grace is called “common” not because it is ordinary, but because it is given commonly to all – saved and lost.

Common grace has nothing to do with salvation.  God’s goodness comes to everybody whether or not they come to Christ.  No faith is needed to receive the benefits of common grace.  Such goodness is given to all people whether or not they acknowledge it as being from a merciful God.  Sadly, most never do acknowledge it or give thanks.

John Calvin called it a “special grace of nature.”  It is a reference to the good things God does for His entire creation.

What we experience as a believer in Jesus Christ is saving grace.  Common grace refers to creation.  Saving grace refers to redemption. 

Saving grace enables people to trust Jesus’ death on the cross for their salvation.  To those who trust Jesus’ blood, not their good works, there is given a promise of a home in heaven – not because they deserve it.

The Gospel has to do with saving grace not common grace. 

2. Uncommon Grace

Many of us show grace only to our family or friends.  God says that’s great but even the unrighteous do that.  He expects more from His own kids.

What Jesus is asking us to do in Matthew 5:45-47 is to show the world an uncommon grace – showing grace to those we don’t like or those who have harmed us in some way.

God shows grace by causing (present tense) His sun – notice Jesus says it belongs to God, to shine on the evil and the good.  

God also sends rain on both the evil and the good.  Remember Jesus is speaking primarily to an agrarian society.  

God loves the lost.  Unrighteous people are His enemies but He blesses them everyday.  God even provided a Savior.

God didn’t wait for His creation to show gratitude before He blesses them.

Does God say to evil people, “Sorry, you have not been grateful, so I won’t let My sun shine on you today or give you rain”? Of course not!

3. Our Responsibility

What God does, He commands us to do.

We cause – we make it happen.  Showing forgiveness is an act of the will.  Praying is an act of the will.  Showing kindness is an act of the will.  

Don’t wait for years and years until you feel led.  You do it because it is the right thing to do – because it’s what God the Father does.

Causes mean that you take the initiative.

Don’t wait for the person to say sorry to you.

Don’t wait for people to do you a favor before you are nice to them.

We must make a choice.  This is how we cross over into the supernatural by being like Jesus.

We can be worldly:

· Wait for the person to apologize first before you forgive them.

· Wait for the person to be nice to you first before you are nice to them.

· Wait for the person to be respectful to you first before you show them respect.

· Wait for the person to be thankful first before you are good to them.

Or we can be supernatural:

· Forgive our oppressors.

· Love our enemies.

· Pray for those who persecute us.

When we take the initiative and cause our love to shine upon them we mirror God!  

We truly become our mission statement – to be like Him!

I believe marriages can be healed overnight if we abide by this.

Take the initiative.  Don’t wait for your spouse.  You do it.

Paul gives instructions for husbands to love their wives and for wives to submit to their husbands (Ephesians 5:22, 25).

Imagine if a husband said, “I’ll love her when she submits to me.” And the wife says, “I will submit to him when I feel loved.”  Nothing is going to happen until someone initiates.

But if both are willing to be vulnerable, not waiting for the other to initiate then something beautiful can happen in your marriage.

Do it.  Do it for the glory of God.  It mirrors Him.

This is so rare in the world.  The world is longing for the true sons of God.

Romans 8:19

For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God.
All creation longs for the representatives of God to rise up.  Like Father, like son.

Some research suggests that 90% of human relationships are based on what we think the other feels about us.

If we think they like us, we immediately like them.

If we feel they don’t like us, then we often become defensiveness.

We basically reciprocate what we think the other feels about us.

I am guilty of this too.

My relationship with Pastor Ed. 

Let’s be like God and initiate.

Let’s be like our Father and experience true Sonship!
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