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Be Mature

Matthew 5:48
Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.
Message

In a word, what I’m saying is, Grow up. You’re kingdom subjects. Now live like it. Live out your God-created identity. Live generously and graciously toward others, the way God lives toward you.”
The Perfect Story: 
There was a perfect man who met a perfect woman.  After a perfect courtship, they had a perfect wedding.  Their life together was, of course, perfect. 

One snowy, stormy Christmas Eve this perfect couple was driving along a winding road when they noticed someone at the roadside in distress. Being the perfect couple, they stopped to help. There stood Santa Claus with a huge bundle of toys.  Not wanting to disappoint any children on the eve of Christmas, the perfect couple loaded Santa and his toys into their vehicle. Soon they were driving along delivering the toys. Unfortunately, the driving conditions deteriorated and the perfect couple and Santa Claus had an accident. Only one of them survived the accident. Who was the survivor?

Answer: The perfect woman.  Everyone knows there is no Santa Claus and there is no such thing as a perfect man.

So, if there is no perfect man and no Santa Claus, the perfect woman must have been driving.  This explains why there was a car accident.

The word “therefore” indicates that Jesus is bringing this section (6 Statements – you have heard) of the Sermon to a purposeful conclusion – namely that we be perfect.

Perfect – teleios – brought to an end, finished, full grown, mature, that which is perfect.

Hebrew – tamiym – blameless (Genesis 17:1), unblemished (Exodus 12:5), without defect (Lev. 1:3).

How can we, as deeply flawed people be perfect?

Is our spirituality wrapped up in perfectionism – flawless performance?  Is this what God wants?  

Isn’t this what the Pharisees were trying to attain and exactly what Jesus is addressing?

James 3:2

For we all stumble in many ways.  If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well.

James, the brother of Jesus, is letting us know that no one is perfect.  We all sin. We all say something dumb and hurtful at some time.

Genesis 6:9

There are the records of the generations of Noah.  Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.

Tamiym – perfect – was used to speak of Noah but he was not blameless.

2 Samuel 22:24


I was also blameless toward Him, and I kept myself from my iniquity.

Neither was David perfect.

Teleios in this passage is best translated as mature or fully developed instead of morally flawless.

Ephesians 4:13

Until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

1. Perfection of God

Of course we affirm that God alone is truly perfect.

Deuteronomy 32:4

The Rock!  His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; A God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.

· Completely good – Matthew 19:17

· Flawlessly righteous – Psalm 145:17

· Entirely holy – Isaiah 6:3

· Peerlessly unique – Exodus 15:11

But how can we relate to God’s perfection in the midst of our daily flaws and imperfections?

2. Perfection as Process

Could it be that God is calling to a process of sanctification and holiness?

RT Kendall

A mild grammatical case can be made that Jesus is showing the consequence of following His teaching, putting it in the future tense.

Therefore you are to be…

If we follow His teachings – not just the outward appearance like the Pharisees but the inward intent and disposition of the heart:

· Murder – even words.  Murder is anger communicated really well.

· Adultery – even a look.  Adultery is in the heart.

· Divorce, Oaths, Retribution – heart not just actions.
We are living in a paradox.  We embrace the already but not yet.

· We are finite yet long for the infinite.

· We are a new creation yet saddled with the old nature.

· We are made holy yet live in the midst of the profane.

· We are purified yet still need cleansing.

· We are healed yet still wounded.

· We die daily yet have eternal life.

If we totally surrender to Jesus Christ we will be…

CS Lewis

God doesn’t love you because you are good, but He will make you good because He loves you.

This goodness is the miraculous inner working of an imparted godliness, the gift of God of a new heart and spirit.

Ezekiel 36:26

Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
3. Perfection as Prophecy

Perhaps you are to be perfect can be read as a prophecy.

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day.  For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
In Jesus Christ alone we find peace with God and a place for perfection.
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