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Two pearls Jesus gives His church: a passion for Himself and the ability to feel and receive His affection. 

Only passions, great passions can elevate the soul to great things. 

Augustine 

Don't tell me what you know if you want me to know who you are. Tell me what you love.
Henry Skougal 

The worth and excellency of a soul is to be measured by the object of its desire. 
We have unfortunately replaced intimate knowledge of God for conceptual knowledge. 

Knowledge 

· Conceptual, cognitive – Plato, Aristotle 

· Observation 

· Experiential – Biblical 

Philippians 3:10

that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings being conformed to His death. 
Of course we need to know God conceptually – by the Word of God; by observation – watching the saints and being involved in shared experiences (retreats, service, fellowship); but by far the most important is to know Him experientially.                      

I don't have a problem believing that God can heal people because I have experienced it so many times in my life personally receiving healing and me being used to administer God's healing power for others.                                                                

**Lisa's pelvis before we were dating. She had some back problems and I prayed for her hip and God supernaturally re-aligned her hip and one of her legs grew out. 

If you are ever interested in someone, great way to break the ice is when they have pain, to heal them of it. 

One of the most dynamic ways to come into an intimate knowledge of God is through worship. This is why worship is so important. 

Worship entails a balance of reverence and intimacy, revelation and inspiration, strength and action. 

Worship allows us to get into God's presence where now all things are possible and we can see situations through His eyes and we can see ourselves for who we really are. 

Psychologists and sociologists have been telling us that most of us really don't like who we are or who we have become. There has been a continuing onslaught and attack on our identity. The accuser of the brethren has been on a warpath constantly reminding us that we are not good enough for God and that God is disappointed in us. 

When is the last time you heard the lover of your soul say to you ... 

Song of Songs 4:7 

You are altogether beautiful, my darling, and there is no blemish in you. 
Song of Songs 2:14 
O my dove, in the clefts of the rock, in the secret place of the steep pathway, let me see your form, let me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your form is lovely. 
This is a collection of love songs depicting the love between the groom and the bridegroom – Jesus and His church.                                                                                

The Song of Songs was read every year on the eighth day of Passover to remind the Jews of their love relationship with God and His enduring passion for them. 

Some call it Song of Solomon because he is the author but the original title for this book is Song of Songs.  Such a repetition of the noun is the Hebrew way of bringing out the special character of the Song.  It could be translated – it is the best or most excellent of songs. 

Song of Songs 2:14 – this is no frivolous love.  There was a steep price that was paid.  This love is not dependent upon us but fully paid for by His Son.                                                       Exodus 33:17-23                                                                                                                       Rock is Jesus.                                                                                                               Matthew 16:18 

And I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not overpower it. 

1 Peter 2:7-8

The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very chief cornerstone and a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense. 

A price was paid for that love. Just receive it. 

God sees us as imminently lovely. 

He is not disappointed in us. 

He is madly in love with us. 

Receive that adoration. 

For many of us it's difficult to receive love because we weren't shown love. 

E.g. my own experience with my dad, airport ride.                                                                              Sometimes because we feel that Christianity requires so much of us we ask where's the love. 

Posture we should take is to go after Him with abandon                        Mark 5:25-34 

If you have become so cold, let the Lord give you a new heart. 

Ezekiel 11:19
And I shall give them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them.  And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and give them a heart of flesh. 
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