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Greeks never gave obituaries. Only asked one question...did he have passion?

Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf

I have but one passion; it is He, He only.

Mark 12:28-31

God asks for the totality of every facet of our lives to be given over to Him.

Every fiber of our being.

Is this a balanced life? Yes.

This is job #l - no matter how successful we are in other matters, if we are not taking care of job #1, we have failed.

E.G., banker, but great cook, golfer, organizing parties, but a bad at making people money.

Problem is we get confused.

Lawyer asked Jesus what was the greatest commandment. Why?

Torah - 10 laws of Moses.

Talmud - 613 laws expounding on the Torah. Commentary on Torah, human tradition to help keep Torah.

E.G., Keep Sabbath day holy - can't do this, or that...

Soon the Talmud became more important than the Torah.

Mark 7:6-13
At first the Talmud was helpful in aiding people to obey the Law but later it lacked substance because people observed without the heart.

By Jesus' time, there was so much confusion.

Jesus intended to break every Talmudic law.

Healing on Sabbath.

Eating with unclean hands.

There is a huge difference between the heart of God and religion.

There is a huge difference between relationship and ritual.

If you don't get this right, no matter what you do, you don't have a relationship.

Is loving God really that important to Him? Is it more important than:

· Having correct theology?

· Living a sacrificial life?

· Having keen discernment?

· Perseverance?

· Holiness?

Revelation 2:2-5

Church in Ephesus

· Founded by Paul

·  Pastored by Timothy

· Evangelist was Apollos

· Prophet was Agabus

·  Elder was John the Apostle

· Female elder was Mary, the mother of Jesus

Church was so right in doctrine, keenly discerning, hard working under persecution, but Jesus said, "You have left your first love."

Job #1 was not being done. Job #2, 3, 4, and 5 is being done well, but not job #1.

Jesus replies, "I will remove your lamp stand (Church).

**I am not saying having perfect theology is not important, just on this side of heaven no one has perfect theology. Only demons.

James 2:19

You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe and shudder.

Approach theology with humility.

Pascal

What a vast distance from knowing God to loving God.

Pascal had a common walk with God until one prayer time when God showed up.

Wrote in his book, Pensees the experience and had a copy sewn into his jacket near his heart. He wrote, "Fire, fire, fire, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, God of the living, not of the dead...

Men despise religion. They hate it and are afraid it may be true. The cure for this is first to show that religion is not contrary to reason, but worthy of reverence and respect. Next make it attractive, make good men wish it were true, and then show that it is.

God is looking for a people set apart to Him. Not only to do His work but to be in loving relationship to Him.

Mark 3:12

And He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him...
Do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength?  

This is job #1.
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