Rev. Samuel Song
  Biblical View of Sex
3 Dec 2017

Yaway Retreat

Where was the first time that you learned about sex? 

Lisa's was movies. Mine was a copy of Playboy magazine that my neighbor showed me.

As Christians we look to the Scriptures to get insight in how to live. How to handle stress, how to handle finances, how to deal with people, how to deal with parents, even how to get married but sex is something we learn from the world around us. Wrong! 

The Church is not innocent either because we have for so many years turned a blind eye and have become silent or gave the wrong message. 

There were two major departures from the Biblical perspective of sex since the apostolic age: 

1. View that physical pleasure is bad. 

2. Sexual intercourse should be reserved for procreation. 

Sexual pleasure began to be looked upon as the enemy of the spiritual life. Probably no one did more to bring these teachings into the heart of the church as Saint Augustine. His sexual escapades as a youth help to account for his negative attitude toward sexuality after his conversion. In The City of God, he refers to the "shame, which attends all sexual intercourse." Even within marriage he saw sexual intercourse, except for the begetting of children, to be venial sin. 

Derrick Sherwin Bailey, English theologian

Augustine must bear no small measure of responsibility for the insinuation into our culture of the idea, still widely current, that Christianity regards sexuality as something particularly tainted with evil.
Other theologians went further than Augustine and warned couples that the Holy Spirit left the bedroom whenever they engaged in sexual intercourse. 

Conversely, I had a very good friend who was very spiritual and very prophetic and she said that the devil will come out of his hiding place and watch when a two people are having illicit sex outside the bounds of marriage and drool. 

One leader counseled the devout to abstain from sexual intercourse on Thursdays in remembrance of Christ's rapture, on Fridays in remembrance of Christ's crucifixion, on Saturdays in honor of the Virgin Mary, on Sundays in commemoration of Christ's return, and on Mondays out of respect for departed souls. 

Overall, the Church has not maintained the high celebrative view of sexuality that is characteristic of the Bible. It is tragic that the Church has often ignored the unashamed eroticism of the creation story and the sensual joy of Song of Solomon.  Even the New Testament's affirmation of sex and marriage has often been twisted into a denial of our sexuality. Let’s go back into the Bible to regain a more biblical, Christian posture.

Karl Barth says Song of Solomon is an extended commentary upon Genesis 2:25: 

And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 

There is nothing else in our Bible that quite compares with its lavish celebration of human sexuality. It is a beautiful window into Eros: 
· Sensuality without licentiousness
· Passion without promiscuity
· Love without lust

Let's look at four great themes.
1. Love's Intensity 

The singer goes into great lengths piling on superlative after superlative to show the extravagance of their love. 

Song of Solomon 2:5 

Sustain me with raisin cakes; refresh me with apples, because I am lovesick. 

At another point the singer describes the woman in bed longing for her lover. 
She gets up in the middle of the night and roams the deserted streets looking for "him whom my soul loves" (3:2-3) She interrogates the watchmen for his whereabouts and when she finds him: 

Song of Solomon 3:4

...When I found him whom my soul loves; I held on to him and would not let him go... 
2. Love's Restraint 

Along love's intensity we need to see love's restraint. There is no crude orgy here. No clothes flying all over the place leaving a trace up to the bedroom that we see so often in Hollywood movies. No pawing, no pounding. Love is too high, sex too deep. 

Song of Solomon 8:8-9
We have a little sister, and she has no breasts; What shall we do for our sister on the day when she is spoken for? If she is a wall, we will build on her a battlement of silver; but if she is a door, we will barricade her with planks of cedar."

This is the picture of her brothers speaking to her when she was a child. 
They are basically asking if she was a wall – did she keep herself pure? Did she keep her erotic passions in control, reserving herself for her loyal, permanent lover? Or was she a door? Was she violated by temporary lovers? 

Fully matured, the woman gladly announces to her lover: 
Song of Solomon 8:10

I was a wall, and my breasts were like towers; then I became in his eyes as one who finds peace. 
She had not given in to unrestrained passions.

Not just for the woman to show restraint. 

*Hypocrisy of guys who want a virgin wife but have spilled their seed on numerous occasions. 
The man too knew the lessons of restraint. 
In chapter 6 he recalls the numerous opportunities he could have had to show his sexual prowess. 
In what is perhaps a bit of Hebrew hyperbole he mentions sixty queens, eighty concubines, and maidens without number that could have been his, yet he said no to them all.

Song of Songs 6:8-10

There are sixty queens and eighty concubines, and maidens without number; but my dove, my perfect one, is unique: She is her mother's only daughter; She is the pure child of the one who bore her. The maidens saw her and called her blessed, The queens and the concubines also, and they praised her, saying, Who is this that grows like the dawn, As beautiful as the full moon, As pure as the sun, As awesome as an army with banners?'

Song of Songs 6:3

I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine…
Love in Song of Solomon is restrained also in that it refuses to be rushed. 
This is captured well by the chorus that threads its way throughout the book: 
I adjure you, daughters of Jerusalem...that you stir not up nor awaken love until it please. (3:5; 5:8; 8:4) 

If it’s important for ancient Israel to hear the counsel of patience and restraint how much more important for our society which even takes children and makes them into sex symbols. 

Such a beautiful combination – intensity and restraint. 

Erotic passion is celebrated but it also has an exclusive character. No passage illustrates this better than the wedding scene. The man describes his bride-to-be as "a garden locked, a fountain sealed" (4:12). She has had no capricious sex; she has kept her garden locked. But then we come to the wedding night when the woman calls out: 
Song of Songs 4:16

Awake, O north wind, and come, wind of the south; make my garden breathe out fragrance, let its spices be wafted abroad.  May my beloved come into his garden and eat of its choice fruit. 
Love's intensity, love's restraint!
Delayed gratification. 
3. Love's Mutuality 

Nowhere do you find a dull story of the man acting and the woman being acted upon. 
Both are intensely involved.  Both initiate and both receive. 

Even the literary structure of the book emphasizes that love is reciprocal. 
The man speaks, the woman speaks, and the chorus sings the refrain. 
There is openhearted dialogue.  The woman is open and unashamed in her expressions of love and passion: 

Song of Songs 1:13 


My beloved is a pouch of myrrh which lies all night between my breasts.

Song of Songs 2:9

 
My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.

In Genesis we are told only of Adam's attraction to Eve but here the accent is upon the lover's mutual attraction. Both are constantly giving and receiving in the act of love, love's mutuality. 
4. Love's Permanence 

No promiscuity here, no running away when bills and boredom set in, when the passion is gone. The honeymoon is over. Toward the end the woman cries out: 
Song of Songs 8:6-7

Put me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm. For love is as strong as death, Jealousy is as severe as Sheol; its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD.  Many waters cannot quench love, nor will rivers overflow it; if a man were to give all the riches of his house for love, it would be utterly despised."

Their love is ongoing and strong.  It transcends the hot-cold fluctuations of erotic passion. 
It is as strong as death; it cannot be bought at any price. These words of fidelity and permanence remind us of Paul's words
1 Corinthians 13:8

Love never fails…


Love never ends…
Pipto – to perish, come to an end. 

They are bound to each other with covenantal loyalty. 

Love's intensity, love's restraint, love's mutuality, love's permanence – all marvelous windows onto human sexuality. 
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