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Driving along the Tumen River, looking at a town named, Musan, where over half of its population died due to famine, and listening to propaganda blare over loud speakers, I began to think about evil and began to list off the ten most evil men in history. 

Evil is all around us.  Grace talking about the sex trade of Cambodian children.  Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, Museum of Tolerance in LA, Holocaust Museum in DC.

The Sixth petition and possibly the most difficult to understand.  

The mystery stems from two matters: 

1. Translation of the Greek peirasmon.

2. Request that God should not lead us into temptation or trial, which implies He may well so lead us.

1. What does peirasmon mean?

Peirasmos (peira) – means either temptation, testing, or trial or all three.  It means to pierce through by trying the durability of things, trial, and experience.  To entangle a person in sin, doing contrary to God's will for him or to discover what good or evil, weakness or strength was in a person. 

The meaning depends on who tempts. 

If it is God, it is for the purpose of proving someone and never for the purpose of causing him to fall.  

James 1:13

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.

God – trial, test – like an athlete.

James asks us to consider it joy when we are tested (James 1:2-4)

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.  And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

This verse tells us that peirasmos is a good thing so why should we pray to avoid it?

John Stott


If trials are beneficial, why should we pray not to get let into them?

If it is the devil, then it is for the purpose of causing one to fall.  To entangle a person in sin doing what is contrary to God’s will for him.

2. Does God lead us into temptation?

The wording has recently led Pope Francis to call for a change in the translation of this phrase in the Lord’s Prayer.  He has now been using “do not let us fall into temptation” instead of “do not lead us into temptation.”

Pope Francis

Do not let me fall into temptation because it is I who fall, it is not God who throws me into temptation and then sees how I fell.  A father does not do that, a father helps you to get up immediately.

Testing is good for us.  Temptation overcome is good for us.  Temptations succumbed are not that pleasant but may be helpful.  Trials are good for us.

Why is this prayer worded like this?

Father’s heart.  The heart of the Father is revealed in the Lord’s Prayer and this petition shows that He does not want us to suffer.  He also knows the pain we will feel if we fall into sin.  This is the essential reason for this petition.

Our heavenly Father does not want us to suffer as a result of falling into sexual sin, unbelief, or anything else that will grieve the Holy Spirit.

Our Father knows it is a wicked world we live in.  Our gracious Father wants His own people to avoid the misery of a needless pitfall.  Therefore, He shares with His family what is on His heart – that we might avoid temptation and the sin, which follows.  Temptation always comes before sin.

Let’s talk about temptation and sin…

John Piper

Temptation gets its power by persuading me to believe that I will be more happy if I follow it. The power of all temptation is the prospect that it will make me happier.

Falling into temptation is the goal of self-centeredness.

A recent survey of Discipleship Journal readers ranked areas of greatest spiritual challenge to them:

1. Materialism.

2. Pride.

3. Self-centeredness.

4. Laziness.

5. (Tie) Anger/Bitterness.

5. (Tie) Sexual lust.

7. Envy.

8. Gluttony.

9. Lying.

Survey respondents noted temptations were more potent when they had: 

· Neglected their time with God (81 percent) 

· When they were physically tired (57 percent)

Resisting temptation was accomplished by:

· Prayer (84 percent)

· Avoiding compromising situations (76 percent)

· Bible study (66 percent)

· Being accountable to someone (52 percent).

Sin – result of losing intimacy with God.  Its judgment, exposing. The first is losing intimacy with Jesus.  Acting out of sin is merely the exposure of the loss of intimacy.

Hard work leads to being tired and fatigued.

Laziness also brings a fatigue or boredom, which in many ways is the springboard to sin.
Deliver – rhuomai (rhuo) – to draw with force and violence, to drag, to pull, to draw out of danger or calamity and to liberate. 

2 Timothy 4:17 

But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished, and that all the Gentiles might hear; and I was rescued out of the lion's mouth.

Evil – poneros – evil in a moral or spiritual sense, wicked, malicious. 

Distinguished from kakos – evil in oneself but not necessarily malicious. 

Poneros means that not only is he evil, but he expresses that malice and affects others. 

Poneros is Satan as the first author of all the mischief in the world.

Deliver us from the evil one, not evil in general.

Ephesians 6:16 

in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one.

James 1:12-16                                                                                                              Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say, when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God" for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 

Crown of life (lover's crown) - all believers will have eternal life, but not all believers will have the crown of life.  This crown is given to those who are faithful unto death (Rev. 2:10).  It is given to those who love God more than their own lives. 

The power to overcome temptation is through the love of God.  

That is why Paul continually says, "we also exult in our tribulations..." and "consider it all joy my brethren, when you encounter various trials (peirasmos). 
Romans 5:5 

and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

How many of us have tried to fight the good fight on our own merits and piety? 

We have tried to will ourselves to be good. 

Tried to convince ourselves to have quiet times, tried to run away from sin, but we fail time and time again. 

The key is not running away from temptation, but running towards God. 

It's not, don't do this or don't do that, but having a living relationship with Jesus. Christianity is not rules and regulations, it's a relationship with the most incredible Person in the world, a Savior who loves us and paid the most gruesome price to love us. 

The battle rages on in our minds. When I am focused on the Lord and taking care of my relationship with Him, then temptation, the world just fades away. 
When my intimacy is lost, I am more susceptible to the enemy of my soul. 

James 4:8

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you…
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