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Joshua 1:1-3

Now it came about after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, that the LORD spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ servant, saying, “Moses My servant is dead; now therefore arise, cross this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them, to the sons of Israel.  “Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.
Hear the first important words – NOW.  SPNY its time NOW!  Moses is dead.  Chris and Aimee are gone.  You are left alone with Ruth and Jess but God wants to remind you that you are not alone.

For the rest of this sermon I am simply going to answer the big questions of Who, What, When, and Where.

1. Who?

It’s all of you.

Finally the people of God are coming into the land that was promised to them.

This was Joshua’s generation’s moment of faith.  

Joshua’s generation needed more faith.

Moses raised his hands and there was dry land.

Joshua had to walk in with the ark before the land was made dry.

Faith gets stretched.

What man calls adversity, God calls opportunity.
Higher the level, the higher the devil.

Ark of the Lord is crossing over ahead of you.  Resting present glory of God.  

We need to pray and fast to see the presence of God go ahead of us.

We need people to walk the land and proclaim it for God’s kingdom.

We need to come together.
Are you on the team?

It is imperative that we do it together.

In his book Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell tells the strange story of Christopher Langan, a genius with a staggering IQ of 195. (For some perspective, Einstein's IQ was 150). During high school, Langan could ace any foreign language test by skimming the textbook 2-3 minutes before the exam. He got a perfect score on his SAT, even though at one point he fell asleep. But Langan failed to use his exceptional gifts and ended up working on a horse farm in rural Missouri.

According to Gladwell, Langan never had a community to help him capitalize on his gifts.

Gladwell summarizes the story of Langan in one sentence: 
"[Langan] had to make his way alone, and no one—not rock stars, not professional athletes, not software billionaires, and not even geniuses—ever makes it alone."

Ruth and Jess cannot do this on their own.  I know pastors will be flying in regularly but still, this will require that we all come together.

Matthew 18:19-20

Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My father who is in heaven.  For where two or three have gathered together in My name, there I am in their midst.

2. What?

What do we need to do?  

Joshua 1:6

Be strong and courageous, for you shall give this people possession of the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.  “Only be strong and very courageous; be careful to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, so that you may have success wherever you go.

We just need to remember what Chris and Aimee taught you guys and do it.  Remember all the teachings from SP and be strong and courageous.  

You can do it.  God will be with you all the way.

Joshua continues to say meditate on His word day and night (v. 8).  Cling to Jesus and His word.

3. When?

Now.  Now is the time.  God tells the Israelites that the time is now in verse 1 and 2.  

God set up this time for you all to run the race with perseverance.  Now is the time.

Now is the opportunity of faith.

Giving thanks to God in good times in not faith.  Faith is needed when it’s not going well.  When it is well that’s called praise.  God has you all in an opportunity of faith.  Faith is so beautiful and precious.  No wonder we can only please God when we have faith (Heb 11:6).

When Hudson Taylor went to China, he made the voyage on a sailing vessel. As it neared the channel between the southern Malay Peninsula and the island of Sumatra, the missionary heard an urgent knock on his stateroom door. He opened it, and there stood the captain of the ship. "Mr. Taylor," he said, "we have no wind. We are drifting toward an island where the people are heathen, and I fear they are cannibals." "What can I do?" asked Taylor. "I understand that you believe in God. I want you to pray for wind." "All right, Captain, I will, but you must set the sail." "Why that's ridiculous! There's not even the slightest breeze. Besides, the sailors will think I'm crazy." But finally, because of Taylor's insistence, he agreed. Forty- five minutes later he returned and found the missionary still on his knees. "You can stop praying now," said the captain. "We've got more wind than we know what to do with!"

4. Where?

Here in NY of course.  Prosper where you are planted.  God will move powerfully if you do that.  You many not be here forever but for whatever period of time you are here – serve the Lord and the church with all your heart.  Walk around the neighborhood and establish the Kingdom of God.

Joshua 1:3

Every place on which the sole of your foot treads, I have given it to you, just as I spoke to Moses.

Take dominion wherever you go.  God says He will give it to you.

Get ready to see remarkable things.

Joshua 3:5

Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”

PAGE  
Solomon's Porch | 1

