180128 Sermon on the Mount: Do You Have a Good Eye? 

Matthew 6:19-24 NASB
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

Not an easy passage to understand
· One of those passages I used to just skim over
· “Jesus must be saying something profound here, but I don’t think I really understand it.” And we jump to verse 24.
· Which, by the way, is a legitimate Bible study method. You can’t stop at every passage you don’t understand.. That will be too many stops. You put a question mark next to it and then you move on. 

Here’s what I used to think
· Be careful what you let in through your eye
· Be careful what you look at because it affects your whole being!
· Never quite sure, but I had always just moved on…

First, examine the context (read the passage a few times, prayerfully, carefully, thoughtfully)
· This is your first step in any kind of Bible study
· What is Jesus saying through this entire passage?
· Sermon on the mount: teaching us what life in the kingdom of God looks like
· But in this specific section of the Sermon, he’s addressing one of the major issues of human beings, regardless of culture and time
· Wealth, possessions, how to handle our money
· Our passage for today fits right in the middle of His teaching on wealth
· Do not store up treasures on earth, but rather store up treasures in heaven
· Don’t focus on your earthly possessions. Focus on the things of God
· The eye passage
· Concludes His teaching on wealth: You cannot serve both God and wealth. It’s one or the other. 
· This little teaching has to be related to the theme of wealth. It wouldn’t make sense for Jesus to introduce a brand new idea here, and then bring it back to the theme of wealth

Next, word study
· Many resources online that can help you find the original word
· Looked up everything: Eye, Lamp, Body, Clear, Light, Bad, Darkness…
· Clear: healthy, functioning as it should, good, single
· Bad: evil
· Light in general is associated with God, desirable
· Darkness is associated with the devil, undesirable
External resources
· RT Kendall’s book
· Google: John Piper, other sermons, etc
· There are many different theories on this text, but none that was quite convincing
· Some quite crazy - “third eye” theory

How I came to my conclusion
· Proverbs 22:9 - He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.
· How is this connected to our text? 
· Literal translation of the Hebrew text: He who “has a good eye” will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor
· Having a good eye is a Hebrew idiom for being generous
· Proverbs 23:6 - Do not eat the bread of a selfish man, or desire his delicacies; for as he thinks within himself, so he is. He says to you, “Eat and drink!” But his heart is not with you.
· Literal translation of the Hebrew text: Do not eat the bread of “an evil eye” [or him who has an evil eye], or desire his delicacies…
· Having an evil eye is a Hebrew idiom for the opposite: being selfish, being stingy
· Proverbs 28:22 - A man with an evil eye hastens after wealth and does not know that want will come upon him.
· Want = lack
· The NASB kept the original Hebrew expression
· Both ESV and NIV - "The stingy" or "the stingy man..."
· Having an evil eye is, again, a Hebrew idiom for being selfish and stingy.
· Confirmed by Jerusalem Perspective
· An organization focused on helping modern-day readers of the New Testament understand the Jewish context, in which Jesus ministered.
· Even today, in Israel, when there is a charity drive/cancer fund, when people ask for donations, they’ll say “please give with a good eye”
· Conclusion?
· Jesus is using a well-known Jewish idiom to further develop his teaching on wealth
· My paraphrasing: "Your hands are the light-receptors for your body. So then, if you are open handed, your whole body will have light. But if you are tightfisted, your whole body will be without light. If even the light receptors of your body are without light, how great is the darkness?"

The meaning of this text?
· If you’re generous to others (you see those who are in need and you move in compassion)
· You, as a person, will become bright (full of light) 
· If you are selfish and stingy (you hoard your money, you only care about yourself and your own wellbeing) (you see those who are in need and you turn a blind eye)
· You, as a person, will become dark (full of darkness)

What’s the teaching? 
· How you handle your money SHAPES you as a person
· If you’re generous to others, you become a person of light
· If you hoard your money, you become a person of darkness
· There’s so much power in money and possessions
· It has the power to determine what kind of person you become
· Money changes you!
· University of Berkeley study - Researchers observed that when two students played monopoly, one having been given a great deal more Monopoly money than the other, the wealthier player expressed initial discomfort, but then went on to act aggressively, taking up more space and moving his pieces more loudly, and even taunts the player with less money.
· How you handle your money/possessions is not only a REFLECTION of who you are on the inside, it actually has the power to SHAPE who you are on the inside
· Generosity shapes you in a certain way. Stinginess/selfishness shapes you in another way. 
· We know this intuitively as parents
· That’s why we’re always trying to teach our kids to share
1. It’s not because sharing that one toy, in and of itself, is so important
1. But we know that learning how to share, at this early age, is going to shape the kind of person that our children become
1. Apparently this process never stops, even now, learning how to share can help you become the kind of person you want to be.

Our actions shape who we are 
· If giving is difficult for you, just do it
· What Jesus is saying, in his concluding verse on his teaching on wealth, is that if we’re unable to give generously, if we’re focused on hoarding our stuff on earth
· That means we are serving the master of wealth. In fact, we are enslaved. 
· We’re being controlled by our greed. By our fear. 
· How do we break free from our attachment to money, our fear of not having enough, our greed (constant obsession with having more)? 
· By giving! By doing it. Sometimes until it hurts
· Something I learned in SP - giving until it hurts
· It pushes us to expand our level of generosity
· Give until it's comfortable.. And then give some more
· When you do that, you begin to experience the generosity of God over your own life - He takes care of you
· Mon asked me how do we know what's enough
· It's not a set amount of course
· Between you and the Lord
· My favorite giving/generosity story
· God is extravagant to us. Not just to this girl. He's an extravagant Father. 
· Not a trickling shower. 
· God is always good. He's a generous father. That's the next section of the Sermon on the Mount. Do not worry about anything! He'll take good care of you. 
· It's his generosity that sets us free to give to others.
· When we give, we become like our Father because He is the ultimate giver. He's the giver of life. Of grace. 

Worship & Response
· Why wealth again? It's such a stronghold for us. Especially in Hong Kong - wealth, possessions - we're driven by these things here. 
· God wants to speak to us one more time. Do not be enslaved to your greed. Do not be enslaved to your wealth. Practice generosity and be set free. As well as saying to us - I am Your generous father. 
· Prov 28:27 - He who gives to the poor will never want, but he who shuts his eyes will have many curses.
