Solomon’s Porch –Hong Kong
“What has God done?”  “Getting to your Gilgal!”



Feb’18
-Intro
-My Family (pic) 

-Vanguard/Pastor Sam & Lisa Song

*15yr Celebration for Solomon’s Porch!!!!

-Symbol – Crystal representing the clear and sparkling love in your midst


-Life Story / Young Life (Hong Kong)
--YL -9 minstries including International Schools, Local schools, College University at HKU, and a large Young Lives for teen moms.  
*What’s He saying to you? / Many of us are looking for an answer to prayer. . .

**Acknowledge all that God has done these past 15yrs / In your life! 

*Discipleship:  Obedience in Christ . . .  ‘What has God done?’

**80% of Christians in the U.S. think ‘keeping the rules’ (10 commandments) is what God wants most –Barna Research

*Image—Choluteca Honduras Bridge

*Have you ever come full circle on a life lesson?  (Neo –Matrix)

**Set the story up!!!

*This is a sacred gathering of leaders and God’s anointed. . .Joshua 3:3-13

“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the Levitical priests carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 4 Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about two thousand cubits[a] between you and the ark; do not go near it.”

5 Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among you.”

6 Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went ahead of them.

7 And the Lord said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses. 8 Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river.’”

9 Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. 10 This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 11 See, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan ahead of you. 12 Now then, choose twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the Lord—the Lord of all the earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a heap.”

*Joshua 4:1-7

When the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan, the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Choose twelve men from among the people, one from each tribe, 3 and tell them to take up twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests are standing, and carry them over with you and put them down at the place where you stay tonight.”

4 So Joshua called together the twelve men he had appointed from the Israelites, one from each tribe, 5 and said to them, “Go over before the ark of the Lord your God into the middle of the Jordan. Each of you is to take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, 6 to serve as a sign among you. In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these stones mean?’ 7 tell them that the flow of the Jordan was cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These stones are to be a memorial to the people of Israel forever.”

-Re-Cap –What’s going on. . .
-Moment in time that was:  Significant, Substantive, and Symbolic!

-The place where this all took place had important meaning –Gilgal
 -Getting to your ‘Gilgal’ (Coming Full Circle—Where God has rolled away our reproach) (V4:19-20, 5:2)

-First stop in the promised land


-A whole new generation


-The beginning of what God had promised

-Ark is mentioned 16x –represented God and His presence


-12 stones of remembrance


-A reminder of what God has brought us through, as well as what He is calling us to!

*By God’s Grace He affords us the opportunity to get to our Gilgal and ultimately enter in to what He had waiting for us all along!!  His promise of blessing in our life!

*My office –reminders of what God has done. . .It’s important to STOP and acknowledge what He has done!
*We all have a Gilgal  *Getting to your ‘Gilgal’ Requires
· Obedience  --‘Listen to Him. . .’ Matt17:5, Mark1:11, Luke3:22
· How many times has God told us to do something?

· Faithfulness –‘Righteous will live by faith’ . . .Gal 2:20, 3:11-12
· Believing in what we can not see. . .

· Follow Through –2 of the hardest things in life. . .Starting/Finishing . . .‘Finish what we started’ . . .Gal 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
*Reconciling with this allows you to bring focus to your relationship with Jesus.  See ministry flows out of your relationship with Jesus, NOT the other way around where we pursue a relationship with Jesus through the outflow of our ministry.  This is important as this is at the heart of Discipleship!!!

*William Carey:  “Expect great things from God, and attempt great things for God.  We must persevere in our commitment to Christ, not in our commitment to our commitment.”

*So. . .’What’s your Gilgal?’  ‘What’s keeping you from getting there?’
Verses:
Matt 17:5 “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
Mark 1:11 “And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Luke 3:22 “and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Gal 3:11-12 “Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will live by them.”

