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Re-Cap ‘Getting To Your Gilgal’ –the place where God removed His reproach
-We all have a Gilgal  *Getting to your ‘Gilgal’ Requires
· Obedience  --‘Listen to Him. . .’ 

· Faithfulness –‘Righteous will live by faith’ . . .Believing in what we can not see. . .

· Follow Through
-Getting to your Gilgal actually then allows you to enter in to a Threshold Moment!

Threshold Moments

**We all have them.  They are ever constant.  Life/Change do not cease
Definition of Threshold –Noun-a strip of wood, metal, or stone forming the bottom of a doorway and crossed in entering a house or room –the marker that indicates the entry/exit point

--Gate of a city / Draw Bridge of a castle / Security at an airport

Q—Think back through 15yrs and the number of Threshold Moments you have experienced together!

-First gathering 


-First building


-First church plant
Q—Can you think of Threshold Moment in your own life?
-Maybe you’re going through one right now?

-Past is gone –future not yet arrived


-Everything changes

Threshold Moments in life. . . Personal / Scriptural


Personal -Marriage, Children, Graduations. . .Accidents, Death (my grandma)


Scriptural –throughout OT / NT 


--Moses 3 threshold seasons that each lasted 40yrs:  Prince / Shephard / Deliverer 


--Each season taught/stretched him & Prepared him for the next season

--Exodus from Egypt
--Blood of the lamb covering door posts

–Red Sea closes over Pharaoh 



--Came slowly then suddenly



--All kinds of emotions


--1 Day –get them out of Egypt


--40 Years to get Egypt out of them

Q –What does this mean to me?  How can I relate to this account?

--What do you need to leave behind?  

--What do you need to take with you?

Threshold Moments in Jesus’ Ministry. . .

*37 recorded miracles Jesus performs in the NT

"Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written." (John 21:25, NIV)

**Point is God is into MIRACLES and DISRUPTION! **
-Miracles can be separated into 2 main categories:



--Those that affected people directly




--Cures/Healing, Resurrection of the dead, Power over demonic forces



--Those that controlled nature




--Calming storms, Parting of the Sea/River, Stopping Sun


-Each account changed everything for those involved!


-Disruption of ‘the norm’ caused people to believe


--cause something to be unable to continue in the normal way: to interrupt the 
normal progress or activity
--Dale Bruner writes:  ‘Human extremity is God’s opportunity!’
Jesus Walks On Water –Matthew 14:22-33 (also found in Mark 6:45-52 & John 6:16-21)
*Only the Matthew account talks about Peter –this was actually a threshold moment for Peter
*Perspective/Background –height of Jesus’ ministry

-Multiple miracles are recorded before/after


-Crowds are following 


-John the Baptist just beheaded

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.”

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”
29 “Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
*Story has 2 focal characters:  Jesus & Peter


--We of course identify with Peter in his zeal for the Lord, but also in his shortcomings


--Like Peter, we are full of faith and unfaith – great feats and failures


--Peter doesn’t ask for a Promise but rather a command. . .’Lord if it is you. . .’

--this all too often is our own cry –as both strong disciples and miserable sinners

V27 –‘I Am’ (Greek:  ego eimi ) –same contextual application was used with Moses & Pharoah!

--Interesting note. . .90 Greek words before and 90 Greek words after in this account


--‘I Am’ is right in the middle of it all!

V33 –‘Truly you are the Son of God’


--Peter experienced something radically personal –one could call this an ‘encounter’

--Some of us don’t need another lesson/sermon/study –what we need is a personal encounter!


--The Threshold moment changed him forever, and caused him to believe

Q—What are the lessons to learn here?  Schnackenburg ‘To the believing one Jesus gives a share in His power, to the doubting and sinking one He stretches out His helping hand’
1--2 things we receive when we become Christians –Forgiveness of Sins & The Holy Spirit –another words:  Pardon & Power.  Peter experiences both at the same time as he is empowered and saved!
2--Recognize that the saving presence of God does not consist of banishing storms, but being present in them!

--Israel still had to conquer those living in the Promised Land that was theirs

--The Disciples still had to take on the challenge/opportunity of sharing the Gospel with the world

--We too have that same opportunity

--Threshold Moments –Form Us / Teach Us / Use Us!
Live in a thin place –face to face
*Word for Solomon’s Porch –In this Threshold Moment for you as individuals and as the church, remember that You can trust Him with the future!  SP will serve as a gatekeeper for the Gospel throughout the world!
