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Intro -Quick Testimony On My Calling. . . 
*Quick Re-cap on ‘Getting to your Gilgal’ & ‘Threshold Moments’
*Receiving Your Calling—This subject means a lot to me. . . Why?
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which He has prepared in advance for us to do.”  Eph 2:10


-We are ALL called to serve


-And we are all uniquely made for service

-Your Calling deserves you pursuing, understanding, embracing, and ultimately releasing it –another words ‘Living It Out’
*For those that know that they have been impacted/had an encounter with God / Think about a time you heard/received a Calling from God. . .
-In scripture, a name change occurred when someone came in to an awareness of their calling (btw that name change was also directly related to the fulfillment of that calling):

-Abram(exalted father) – Abraham (father of many)

-Jacob (deceiver) – Israel (struggles with God)

-Simon(he has heard/listening) – Peter (rock)

-Saul (asked for / prayed for) – Paul (small/humble)

*Names have meaning!  Latinos. . .’Dolores’, ‘Socorro’, ‘Soledad’. . . ‘Anjol’!!

*YOU are not the same after you have an encounter with God!

4 Things that keep us from realizing our calling:

1. Noise—‘other things’ in our life that lead to confusion

2. Resistance—we’re not asking, but were also not listening

3. Source—who/what is informing us

4. Fear—outside of our comfort zone

*The above can lead to ‘Freeze Points’ in our Faith –Explain 
*The Ideal is that we would be in a posture to:  1) Receive, 2) Work Out (ie. Engaged Couple), and 3) Release

**Intro Scripture. . .

I Samuel 3:1-19

“The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.

Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”  “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”

Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.

A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy.  So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

And the Lord said to Samuel: “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. . .’” (Eli’s house was to be cursed)
Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the doors of the house of the Lord. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, my son.” Samuel answered, “Here I am.”

“What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.”  So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do what is good in his eyes.”

The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground.”
*Background/Perspective

· Time/History when God’s Word was not being spoken
· Designated Prophets represented the voice of God

· People’s attitude toward God—negative

· People refused to listen to God

· People allowed greed (self serving attitude) to get in the way

· Samuel didn’t even recognize God’s voice!! (family whistle / mom calling)
· God spoke 4x

· Hard word spoken against Eli—Samuel’s mentor/leader/prophet

· God’s Word is based on faith not on age/position

· Be ready to say “Here I Am” as God calls you to action!

7 Ways God Reveals Our Calling
1. His Word (Daily)
2. Through Others (Community)
3. Quiet Time / Solitude
4. Worship

5. Whenever we are engaged in Service to Him / Others
6. Dreams

7. Audible Voice  (is. Grandma—EP Chinese story)
*Symbolizes the entry in to what we were made for, but it requires an allowance on our part. . .ends up becoming a fulfillment of His perfect will in our lives

Calling Is. . .

Fulfillment of discovered purpose through faithful obedience 

Requires. . .an exchange of our old-self for a living out of the fruit of the spirit.  ‘I must decrease, so that He may increase.”  John 3:30

-It will require a greater measure of Commitment & Intimacy on our part


-Your flesh will be reluctant and resistant though
As a church - Solomon’s Porch – Your Calling:  Great Commission & Great Commandment

“Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  Matthew 28:18-20

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”  Mark 12:30-31
This coming week take advantage to:  Revisit Your Calling – Refresh Your Calling – Re-release in a new way!!

*Action Step –share with others what your Calling is  (Angel/Messenger – Develop Leaders)

Final Thoughts. . .
*God’s not holding out on you!  *Seek and you will find!!
