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Matthew 6:33-34
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own

Message

Steep your life in God-reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll find all your everyday human concerns will be met.
Give your entire attention to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things come up when the time comes.
My life verse.

One of the great promises of the Scriptures.  Put God first and He will take care of you.  

Seek after God (spiritual matters) and God will look after your physical and material needs.  So don’t worry.

We see this example in the OT in Solomon.  

1 Kings 5-14

God asked Solomon whatever he wanted.  He could have had anything but instead humbled himself and asked for understanding.  God gave him that and so much more.

Jesus provides for us a very valuable and simple formula – seek God and His righteousness, and you will have everything you want.  Key is when you put God first, it changes what you want and you want what He wants and everything is taken care of.

2003 – I wanted to live in HK.  I wanted to be in ministry.  I had so many plans but I didn’t put God first.  I put me first.  I hurt my knee.  I started putting God first.  I became a youth pastor.  

Now I have more than I could ever have hoped for.

1. A Pursuit

Seek.  Make a search for.  This takes time and effort.  We must pursue.  

Jesus didn’t say, “Receive the kingdom of God,” He said seek first the kingdom of God.  We may not attain it at immediately but we pursue.  It’s a lifestyle.

The Greek word – zeteo was often used in terms of God seeking man.

Luke 19:10


For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.

In the ancient Hellenistic world, zeteo, referred to a philosophical investigation that could mean a lifelong pursuit.

1 Corinthians 1:22


For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;

Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

Notice Jesus says nothing about finding the Kingdom.  Our job is to seek.  God’s job is to add those things such as food, shelter and clothing.

2. A Priority

Seek first.  If Jesus did not add first the whole verse would have a different meaning.  

First is used two other times in the Sermon on the Mount.

5:24

Leave your offering there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering.

7:5

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Don’t postpone clearly what is your duty.  Priority means what you regard as having precedence over your life.

First also means best.

Genesis 4:1-5

Giving an offering to the Lord was an institution from the first family. 

Something that the people of God did from the outset.  Goes beyond old covenant/new covenant thinking.

Their different offerings represented:

1. Faith - Abel presented his offering by faith and gave God his first.  Cain gave only the leftovers.

2. Quality - Abel gave his best.  Cain gave the leftovers.

3. A Privilege

Using RT’s language – the Kingdom of God is the realm of the un-grieved Spirit.  It’s the anointing – the very presence of God.  It is the immediate and direct presence of the Holy Spirit.  It also means the power of the Spirit.  

What Jesus is saying is your relationship with God is more important than anything else.  Spending time with God is more important than anything else.

The will of God is more important than anything else.  The glory of God and seeking God’s honor are more important than anything else.  

Seeking His face if your most important pursuit.  It is our privilege.

Finding what pleases Him is your most important discovery.  It is our privilege.

Ephesians 5:10


trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord.

4. A Purity

His righteousness.  It’s His righteousness not just righteousness.  This means a relationship with God Himself.  

Deuteronomy 4:29

But from there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you search for Him with all your heart and all your soul.

Righteousness is to be defined as keeping His commandments.  In this case it is not imputed righteousness.  You don’t need to seek that.  Imputed righteousness is instantaneously put to your credit the moment you rely on Jesus’ death on the cross for your salvation and forgiveness.  

The righteousness of Matthew 6:33 is getting to know God so well that you know what pleases Him and what doesn’t.  

This is Us – Randall quits when after his father passes away his company sends him a box of pears that he is allergic to – during interview he eats a slice and goes into anaphylactic shock.

How will we know what pleases Him?

1. Prayer

2. The Word

3. Walking in the light God gives you as you hear His voice – obedience

This righteousness when summed up means purity.

5:8


Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

5.  A Promise

And all these things will be added to you.  This is what comes to you when you seek God’s kingdom and His righteousness.  You receive the very things you worried about.  

By asking God for more of Himself instead of material things, although essential, God will give you more of Himself plus the very things you put to the side because God meant more to you than anything else.  

God puts His integrity on the line.  If we seek Him first your needs will be supplied.  

What are “these things?”  The context of this passage deals with the worrying about the essentials of life – food, shelter and clothing.  

There is an interesting principle at work here.  Put God first, forget about all these things and you will receive them.

Seek success and you will not find it. Seek God and forget about success, and He will bless beyond your wildest dreams.

It sounds crazy but its not.  If you commit today to seek God’s face and think and do what pleases Him, God will work behind the scenes on your behalf.  But you cannot go into this thinking “what’s in it for me” because that is not seeking God first.  

Start today!
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