Righteous Judgment – Matthew 7:1-6
Today’s sermon is about judging people.

Let’s take stock of where we are.
Jesus started the sermon on the mount in Matthew 5.  
Matthew 5 starts with Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the gentle, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, the persecuted.

Then he preaches about the disciples being the salt of the earth and light of the world.  

He moves onto interpersonal relationships in Chapters 5-7:

· the true meaning behind commandments such as do not murder, 
· do not commit adultery, 
· making oaths, 
· loving one’s neighbor, 
· practising righteousness before other men, 
· about true prayer and the LORD’s prayer, 
· concerning fasting and treating money as an idol, 
· laying treasures in heaven
· anxieties and worries

· seeking first His kingdom

A common theme that runs throughout these teachings about interpersonal relationships is DOUBLE STANDARDS.  APPLYING STANDARDS TO OTHERS BUT APPLYING A DIFFERENT STANDARD TO YOURSELF.  That is because our conception of righteousness is rooted in appearance, as opposed to reality or substance.  
The world sees a holy man; God sees a wretched man.  The world sees a man loving his neighbor.  God sees a man who is selective in helping people who benefit him.  The world sees a man fasting.  God sees a man who fasts to be recognised, to be acknowledged.  The world sees a confident man.  God sees a man filled with worries and vulnerabilities, too proud to share such vulnerabilities with others.
God reveals us through our hypocrisy – Jesus is getting to the root of true righteousness that cuts through such hypocrisy.
[READ PASSAGE VV. 1-6 ( SLIDE #1]
OK, this passage seems pretty straightforward.  Don’t judge.  We get it, don’t be judgmental.
Just to reinforce the point, here is a video:
· Start with funny video on judgment [SLIDE #2]
If you are thinking to yourself, “I’m not a judgmental person, the person next to me is”, you just passed a judgment on someone else.

Matthew 5 begins:

1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: ESV
and Matthew 7 ends:

28And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes. ESV
The 'them' in Matthew 5:2 is perhaps ambiguous but is usually taken to mean the disciples, but by the end, it is 'the crowds' who Jesus 'was teaching'. Were the crowds just 'overhearing' teaching directed at the disciples? Were the disciples and the crowds both being addressed all along? Was there a gradual shift in audience, or a point in the teaching when Jesus starts addressing the wider audience?
We all judge.  That’s what makes the video funny.  That’s why people write songs about it.  Bob Marley’s first recorded single in 1962, is called “Judge Not”.  That’s why people make social media posts – complaining about their supervisors, complaining about circumstances, these are all facets of judgments on the world.  

Sometimes we dress things up as if we are just being concerned.  We ask about people and what are happening in their lives.  Oh he cheated on his wife?  Oh she stayed overnight at his house?  He was seen with whom doing what?!  She said what to her subordinate?  And the list goes on.  We do these things as if we are doing so in the name of ‘prayer’.  When in fact, we are just passing judgment on everyone else.

So, is there anything to add to these brilliant video clips?
Well, I have a 45 minute slot; so far I’ve used up about 10 mins.  So yes, there is something add.
The greater issue isn’t so much the fact that we all judge.  What Jesus is saying here is don’t apply a double standard.  Don’t judge others with a standard that you do not judge yourself with.  Don’t be lenient on your own sins whilst you are harsh on someone else’s sin.  
We know throughout Scripture there are various instances where we are asked make a judgment on something before we discern or perhaps rebuke someone.  

TODAY I HAVE THREE POINTS.
Hence the first point:

1. RIGHTEOUS AND UNRIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT
When we do a simple reading of Matthew 7, we assume it means we shouldn’t judge.

That can’t be right though. Even later on in Matthew 7:15-20, we are told to recognize the false prophet by their fruits.  So obviously if we are not able to assess whether the person is bearing bad fruit, then that means we would not know if the person is a false prophet. 

How do we reconcile this apparent contradiction?  Well, that’s because the word ‘judgment’ is simply a neutral term.  

In Matthew 7, the word judge literally means: to distinguish, i.e. that is to ‘decide’ mentally or judicially, or even to try to punish, conclude, decree, determine, to call into question, to sentence.  Discernment is assumed.  A determination between options is expected.  

We are, in fact, called to judge righteously.  Look at John 7:24 - Joh 7:24  Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment." [SLIDE #3]
[SLIDE #3] [READ THROUGH ALL THE DIFFERENT VERSES]

2Ti 3:16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
Luk 17:3  Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him,
2Ti 4:2  preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.
1Ti 5:20  As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.
Tit 1:9  He [i.e. an elder] must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.
We can get into the Greek but it doesn’t take us too far.  The word used for ‘correction’ in 2 Tim 3:16 = straighten up, rectify, reform.  For rebuke in Luke 17:3, 2 Tim 4:2, is censure, admonish, forbid.  A different type of rebuke is used in 1 Timothy 5:20, Titus 1:9, meaning convict, convince, tell a fault, reprove, confute.  
Ultimately, they are more or less similar.  To be able to rebuke, to rectify, to tell a fault, we must be able to assess what is right and wrong.  These scriptures tell us to pass judgment.  
That is what I mean when I say that judgment, rebuke, reproof, is just a neutral tool, a neutral activity.  There is of course good judgment, bad judgment, righteous judgment, and unrighteous judgment.  
Unrighteous judgment is when apply a double standard, a harsher standard on someone else’s sin but a lighter standard on our own.

· Judge Mark Ciavarella earned his nickname, "Mr. Zero Tolerance," because he was a firm believer in giving harsh sentences to juvenile delinquents, even if all they did was slap a friend who slapped them first or take their mom's car for a joyride. And if he made himself disgustingly (and illegally) rich while doing so, well, that was just the icing on top of a delicious cake made from the suffering of thousands of kids.

· While sitting on the bench as a juvenile court judge in Luzerne County, PA, Ciavarella personally sent thousands of children to a local detention center. One 10-year-old girl was sentenced to one degrading, horrifying month in the center for accidentally setting her house on fire while playing with a lighter, even though the landlord didn't want to press charges. An 11-year-old got nearly two years for taking out his mother's car and driving it over a curb (she only reported it because of the insurance), and a 14-year-old got three months for making fun of a teacher on MySpace. Most of these kids didn't have lawyers, and their hearings often lasted less than two minutes.

· Judge Ciavarella always claimed he was doing this for the good of the kids, but it turns out that "kids" was just a code word for the condo in Florida that he bought thanks to those sentences. You see, Ciavarella had a special arrangement with the owners of the private detention center he sent all these kids to: For each kid that ended up there, he would receive a generous kickback from the facility, which in time would accrue to upwards of a million dollars.

· This went on for years. At some point he had to look at himself in the mirror and wonder if life was just an '80s movie, and he was the main villain.

· Eventually Ciavarella's method became too obvious for the courts to ignore: His convictions went from 4.5 percent when he took office in 1997 to 26 percent by 2004. He was sentenced to 27 years in prison, but not before causing around 4,000 previous convictions to be overturned. Personally, we would have taken a page from his colleague Judge Michael Cicconetti below and thrown him into the juvenile center for 30 hours with those 4,000 kids.  
Yet, ironically, we find ourselves complaining often about unrighteous judgments passed on people.  That’s what we write on social media about, or gossip to our friends about.  That is because unrighteous judgment is meted out, day-in, day-out.  
As I’ve established at the outset, Jesus is addressing this message to everyone.  That means we aren’t just on the receiving end of unrighteous judgment.  We are also on the giving end of it.  We are just as guilty as the person next to us whom we thought was judgmental.  Why is that?  Why are we frequently on the receiving end, or even on the giving end, of such unrighteous judgment?
2.  WHY DO WE ALL JUDGE UNRIGHTEOUSLY
Matthew 7:Vv3-5

 [SLIDE #4]
Mat 7:3  Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?
Mat 7:4  Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye?
Mat 7:5  You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye.
He wants us to rid ourselves of such hypocrisy so that we are equipped to help others.  We must examine ourselves first before we try to take the speck out of someone’s eye.

THIS IS MEANT TO BE A JOKE, a FARCE.  Jesus is using hyperbole to set up the point.  When it is so easy to get rid of the log in our own eye, yet we rather spend more time assessing someone else’s sin.

· EXAMPLE: To take a speck out of someone's eye, medically speaking, requires a high amount of skill and attention.  It also depends on where the speck on the eye is.  If it is hidden, then you will need surgery that could take anywhere more than 1 hour.  It requires care, precision, and a sharp microscope to spot that speck.

· By contrast, when Jesus is talking about a 'log', he is employing antithesis.  This is a farce.  You can spot a log from a distance.  You can even take it out with your bare hands.  A log probably can't even fit in an eye to begin with."
The point of the passage here is that we would rather spend time pretending to do a medical diagnosis on someone else's sin which requires skill and precision, than take the time to simply lift the log from our own eyes because we simply choose to ignore our own sins.

Why do we all have the propensity to judge unrighteously?  Well, it is as much nature as it is nurture.  Nature of original sin.
[Genesis 2:16-17] [SLIDE #3]
Gen 2:16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,
Gen 2:17  but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
 [Read Genesis 3:1-6] [SLIDE #4]
Gen 3:1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?"
Gen 3:2  And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden,
Gen 3:3  but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'"
Gen 3:4  But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die.
Gen 3:5  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."
Gen 3:6  So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
After the fall, it becomes part of our innate ability to judge.  Both Adam and Eve saw fit to eat the fruit that the serpent said would make them like God, knowing good and evil.  
However, unlike the original design of creation where God is the only judge of good and evil, Adam and Eve now saw fit to join the rank of the judges.  
This is a recipe for chaos.  The assumption behind every judgment that we make is that we are right, they are wrong.  It is a form of self-justification, self-preservation, self-exaltation.  I know better.  

Yet, Adam and Eve in their infancy, having only been one day old, was made to rely on God for that wisdom.  They were made to be in relationship with him, to learn from him, to learn how to manage creation, how to lead the creatures of the sky, the earth, the seas, under His tutelage, guidance, wisdom.  
Instead, in their infancy and without any wisdom of their own, they decided to accelerate their growth become the judge.  The irony is that they thought they were becoming like God, yet to be like God, they disobeyed God.  To be like God, they disobeyed God.  
EXAMPLE:

· KJ very outspoken, loud, physical.  I love her.  
· Teach them how to walk, they start running around like mad men
· Teach them how to play the guitar, they start going crazy on the strings
· Teach them how to draw, they start drawing on the walls, the sofas, the carpets

· Teach them how to open a door, they start crashing into the bedroom unannounced at 6am… 
Yet, that is just a microscopic and comparatively a much more innocent example of what is happening on a cosmic level.  God’s role is now undermined by two of his creatures, Adam and Eve, who don’t want to take orders from God anymore.  They think they can carry out divine management without relationship with the divine God.  They want to be like God i.e. they want to mete out justice based on their own knowledge of good and evil.  But they don’t have the experience, ability, to do so.  What has Adam done at this stage, except to name the animals?  Maybe cultivate the land a little?  That’s like making an intern an equity partner overnight.  
Yet that is exactly what happened to us.  The irony is that we can quickly identify when someone is not in a position to judge us, to rule over us, to assess us, to give us feedback etc.  Yet, God says we are like Adam and Eve, and we constantly assess and judge those around us as if we are also on a higher pedestal. 
3.  HOW DO WE JUDGE RIGHTEOUSLY?
How do we judge righteously?  Well, many people have ventured to answer this question.  How does this sound:
“Treat others as you would want them to treat you, and can reasonably expect them to want to be treated. ”? [Source: https://edition.cnn.com/2014/12/19/living/atheist-10-commandments/index.html ]

Well, I’m sorry, but if you believe that, that means you and an atheist have no difference.  What I just said is the 7th commandment of the atheists’ 10 commandments.

· Lex Bayer, an executive at AirBnB, and John Figdor, a humanist chaplain at Stanford University, delivered their own 10 "non-commandments" in a book they co-wrote: "Atheist Heart, Humanist Mind." Bayer said the book forced him to clarify and articulate his own beliefs, and he thought others could benefit from doing the same.

· "A lot of atheists' books are about whether to believe in God or not," he said. "We wanted to consider: OK, so you don't believe in God, what's next? And that's actually a much harder question."

· Enter the "10 'Non-Commandments' Contest," in which atheists were asked to offer modern alternatives to the famous Decalogue. And, to sweeten the pot, the contest offered $10,000 in moolah to the winning would-be Moses. The contest drew more than 2,800 submissions from 18 countries and 27 U.S. states, according to Bayer and Figdor. 
· If they lack faith in the divine, the atheist "non-commandments" display a robust faith in humankind, as if Silicon Valley had replaced Sinai.
· The 6th to 9th commandments say the following: [SLIDE #7]
“6. Be mindful of the consequences of all your actions and recognize that you must take responsibility for them.

7. Treat others as you would want them to treat you, and can reasonably expect them to want to be treated. Think about their perspective.

8. We have the responsibility to consider others, including future generations.

9. There is no one right way to live.” 
Note the 9th commandment.  There is no one right way to live.  Therefore, treat others as you would want them to treat you.  Think about their perspective.  There is no one right perspective.  So let’s just eat, drink and be merry.

How is that thinking any different from the people who were subjected to the global flood in Noah’s days?  In Matthew 24:38, we learn that they were like your friends, colleagues, neighbours, family members.  They ate and drank, enjoying banquets and parties and weddings.  They were happy.  They were joyful.  Yet they lived without rule, without a judge.  They were probably the best humanists!  They probably subscribed to these new 10 commandments more than anyone else.  Yet, in God’s eyes, they were so terrible that he had to bring the flood on the earth.

(a) WHAT IS RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT:
JESUS DID NOT COME TO JUDGE [slide 8]
Joh 8:2  Early in the morning he came again to the temple. All the people came to him, and he sat down and taught them.
Joh 8:3  The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery, and placing her in the midst
Joh 8:4  they said to him, "Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act of adultery.
Joh 8:5  Now in the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you say?"
Joh 8:6  This they said to test him, that they might have some charge to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.
Joh 8:7  And as they continued to ask him, he stood up and said to them, "Let him who is without sin among you be the first to throw a stone at her."
Joh 8:8  And once more he bent down and wrote on the ground.
Joh 8:9  But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.
Joh 8:10  Jesus stood up and said to her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"
Joh 8:11  She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said, "Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more."]]
What is righteous judgment?  [slide 9]
1. RESTORATION – not just in word, but in deed
2. FOR THE PURPOSE OF GIVING LIFE [transformed]
Imagine if Jesus had not stepped in.  Imagine if the Pharisees had stoned this women.  What good would come out of it?  The women would almost certainly be killed.  The world is rid of one sinner.  Yet, Jesus’ way not only spared the woman her life, but gave her a reason to be transformed because she now knows the power of God’s grace.  She is now redeemed.  And the Pharisees too, for those humbled by this experience, see their own faults too.  They realise God did not come to condemn, but to GIVE US A LIFE FREED FROM SIN.  
[Stay on slide 9] By contrast, the Pharisees wanted to do (2) without (1).  That literally leads to death. [ALL RELIGION goes straight to 2, because they don’t receive the grace of God!]
In Moses’ time, God wanted him to exact righteous judgment.  Many of you perhaps recall the story of Moses rebuking his brother Aaron for making the golden calf which became an idol of worship.  You may think, well, that’s an obvious form of judgment.  That is a rare occurrence.  
But in Deuteronomy 16:18-20, we learn that God commanded Moses to appoint judges and officers in all the towns that the LORD is giving to him, according to the tribes of Israel, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.  The prerequisite is that they shall not pervert justice, not show partiality, not accept a bribe, which blinds the eyes of the wise and subverts the cause of the righteous.  
But Jesus is clearly demanding that the office of the judge is not limited to a select few.  As Christians, when we judge, we are expected to learn to do so righteously; because by doing so, we are prepared to ask God to judge ourselves first; then we can build up the kingdom through our righteous judgment.  

Past CMP, I shared on Psalm 7.  It is a beautiful reflective psalm written by David.  In it, like most psalms, the psalmist pleads for God to enact judgment on the enemies.  David is often being persecuted by Saul, Saul’s men, the non-Israelite tribes and nations and so forth.  Yet, despite pleading for salvation in actual warfare, he still says this:
3 O Lord my God, if I have done this,
    if there is wrong in my hands,
4 if I have repaid my friend[b] with evil
    or plundered my enemy without cause,
5 let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it,
    and let him trample my life to the ground
    and lay my glory in the dust. Selah [slide 10]
6 Arise, O Lord, in your anger;
    lift yourself up against the fury of my enemies;
    awake for me; you have appointed a judgment.
7 Let the assembly of the peoples be gathered about you;
    over it return on high.
8 The Lord judges the peoples;
    judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness
    and according to the integrity that is in me.
We must take the log out of our own eye, but after that, we must learn to humbly exercise righteous judgment to bless others.  
· Imagine, as a parent, if we did not exercise righteous judgment.  That we tolerated the behaviour of our children as they take things from other kids, as they treat people rudely, as they walk in self-centeredness
· Imagine, as a teacher, if we did not exercise righteous judgment.  That the curriculum told you that we must teach that the children must accept that there are no gender distinctions, and that it is acceptable for a man to marry a man or a woman to marry a woman.
· Imagine, as a lawyer, if we did not exercise righteous judgment.  That we believe entirely in our clients and fail to exercise wisdom and recognise that there are always two sides to a story.  
· Imagine, as a flag carrier, if we did not exercise righteous judgment.  That you decide to decrease the size of the economy seats to insert more seating, serve stale food, have bad service, all in the name of driving up profits.
Can you imagine the travesty if no righteous judgment is exercised, even in the norms of your daily work, daily parenting, daily relationships?  Now imagine if no righteous judgment is exercised to cultivate better relationships with God, to cultivate more holy and passionate relationships with Jesus.  The mere idea is shocking, to say the least.

In all these things, what do we do?  Step (1) – we do not condemn, because we recognise God’s grace on our lives first.  We re-position ourselves and recall His grace and mercies.  We seek to RESTORE, be it in the form of a suitable rebuke, reproof, persuasion, suggestion.  
Step (2) – We draw their attention to live a new life.  We teach them to be accountable.  We demonstrate this by our own lives, because we’ve gone through step 1.  We won’t restore them from a sin we haven’t repented from.  We won’t judge them with a double standard.  
(b) WHEN DO WE DELIVER RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT?
 [read v6][SLIDE 11]
This seems to be a change of subject, but it really isn’t.  In fact, this follows on quite naturally from vv1-5.  Jesus shows us that we do need to discriminate when we give out something holy, or something precious like a pearl.  
The question is, why is this verse inserted here?  Well, two reasons.  Reason #1: that’s because, following the logic of vv.1-5, Jesus tells us that we ought to judge, but only do so carefully, humbly, and righteously.  
Reason #2: it teaches us that we may be right in our judgment about a person, but wrong as to when and how we apply it.  We may see clearly that a person is wrong in what he or she does, says or in his or her attitude.  But if we don’t act with great judiciousness and compassion, what we say can backfire.  This verse calls for supernatural wisdom and insight.  
This verse is not about animals.  Jesus is using a figure of speech here.  He is not talking literally about pigs, or dogs.  It is meant to evoke an imagery of futility – dogs in Jesus’ day were not pets that sit on your lap or that you take for a walk.  They were wild dogs, dangerous and living only to eat.  Similarly, the idea of feeding a pearl to a pig means not only is this wasting what is precious, but that the pig would swallow it, realise it is not food and possibly turn on you for giving what is inedible.  
[slide 12] RT Kendall says, “It teaches us that we often must make a quick but silent judgment of the people we are with.  It calls for shrewd, godly discernment.  Our Lord assumes we should be able to do this.  It also means we must exercise control regarding our words and deeds.  This verse is about controlling the tongue.  As James 1:19 says, we must be swift to hear, slow to speak…

This verse is about making your life and teaching count.  It means not to waste words, time or energy.  It means that we should act shrewdly ancitipate another’s reaction, then act accordingly.”
We must be very careful though.  This verse does not mean the following: [slide 13]
(a) That we should not preach the gospel to the lost.  That would fly in the face of all the scriptures where we are taught to carry out the Great Commission of sharing the good news with everyone without discrimination; 

(b)  It also does not mean that we should never offend people by what we teach.  A violent reaction to preaching, witnessing, testimony, evangelism, ministry, does not necessarily mean that we have violated Matthew 7:6.  It just means that we should not persist when people are unteachable.  
So Jesus is talking about two types of people – wicked people, and weak people.  The word for ‘dog’ in Greek literally means dog, but also means metaphorically a man of impure mind, an impudent man. The wicked are lost and don’t want to know.  They remain unteachable.  Then there are those who are weak.  Those who are not ready to receive.  Those whom we need to be compassionate and patient towards.  It would do well to hold our tongue and wait for the opportune moment.  
Boiled down simply, down waste what is valuable and precious.  Don’t waste truth and mete out righteous judgment only for such righteous discernment to be carried out in futility.  
End with this:

Dietrich Bonhoeffer explains it in these terms: 
“Judgement is the forbidden objectivization of the other person, which destroys single-minded love. I am not forbidden to have my own thoughts about the other person, to realise his shortcomings, but only to the extent that it offers to me an occasion for forgiveness and unconditional love, as Jesus proves to me.” 

That’s an important qualification. Jesus is not commanding me to abandon all discernment. Yet in every discernment of my neighbour, their shortcomings move me to pity rather than pride. When I see how the Judge has justified me, I am freed from the realm of judgement. I leave the dock and I leave my imagined judge’s bench. I come to Jesus, loved in my wickedness. And now every difference I see in others is an opportunity, not for superiority, but solidarity and service.
PRAYER / WORSHIP:
Proverbs 1:22-23 – How long will you love being simple?  How long will you hate knowledge?  If you turn away at my reproof, I will pour out my spirit to you.  I will make my words known to you.
Proverbs 2:6 – for the LORD gives wisdom, from his mouth come knowledge and understanding, and he stores up sound wisdom for the upright.  Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path.  For wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.
The Queen of Sheba (PRAYER)
1Ki 10:1  Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to test him with hard questions.

1Ki 10:2  She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices and very much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind.

1Ki 10:3  And Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her.

1Ki 10:4  And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built,

1Ki 10:5  the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more breath in her.

1Ki 10:6  And she said to the king, "The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom,

1Ki 10:7  but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. Your wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I heard.

1Ki 10:8  Happy are your men! Happy are your servants, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom!

1Ki 10:9  Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king, that you may execute justice and righteousness." …
1Ki 10:23  Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom.

1Ki 10:24  And the whole earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put into his mind.

Their happiness is based on the proper meting out of God’s wisdom.  Just like the woman who was forgiven by Jesus, she can now go forth can tell others with compassion to walk away from sin.  
Can we pray this: 

4 if I have repaid my friend[b] with evil
    or plundered my enemy without cause,
5 let the enemy pursue my soul and overtake it,
    and let him trample my life to the ground
    and lay my glory in the dust. Selah [slide] 
