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Matthew 7:7-8

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

Message

Don’t bargain with God. Be direct. Ask for what you need. This isn’t a cat-and-mouse, hide-and-seek game we’re in.
Jesus now reintroduces us to the topic of prayer.  This first came up in 6:5 followed by the Lord’s Prayer.
So, what's the big deal about prayer? It's as old as man, as universal as religion, as instinctive as breathing. In the US courts are banning it in public schools...                                         A sign in a high school restroom read: "Notice! In the event of an atomic attack, the federal ruling against prayer in this school will be temporarily suspended." 
We pray before we eat...                                                                                                         A little boy was asked to pray before the meal. The boy looked over the meal set before him and instead of bowing his head; he picked up his fork and began to eat. His parent's asked him why he didn't pray before his meal. The boy answered, "I already prayed for this food, these are leftovers." 

Prayer is practiced in some form by all men of all faiths. Everyone prays in their own way when they are desperate ...                                                                                 

Three ministers were talking about prayer in general and the appropriate and effective positions for prayer. As they were talking, a telephone repairman was working on the telephone system in the background. One minister felt that the key was in the hands. He always held them together and pointed them upward as a form of worship. Another suggested that real prayer was conducted on one's knees. The third suggested that they both had it wrong-the only position worth its salt was to pray while stretched out flat on your face. By this time the phone man couldn't stay out of the conversation any longer'. He interjected: "I found that the most powerful prayer I ever made was while I was dangling upside down by my heels from a power pole, suspended forty feet above the ground." 

Prayer springs from the heart with a need-a need greater than man's ability to encounter. Prayer is man's acknowledgment of a Being higher than himself. 

Luke 11:1 

And it came about that while He was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.”

There was something so incredible about the prayer life of Jesus.  It was different.  They could have asked for so many different things but it was Jesus’ prayer life that intrigued them.  

Disciples used a different word for prayer.

To pray is euchomai – sometimes translated as wish but primarily means to pray to God.

Disciples used proseuchomai.  Pros – near, by, towards

Jesus didn’t just pray.  He was nearer to God when He did so.  It wasn’t just words from His mouth but a union and communion with God.

True prayer is more than just words though words are used.  Sometimes moans, groans.  Hannah was suspected of being drunk by Eli.

True prayer is union and communion with God.

Most people try to pray, yet so few know how. We often ask ourselves, if prayer is so important and powerful, why is it so difficult to do?    

It’s difficult because it’s so powerful.                                                             

Everything that happens to us is made possible by prayer.  

John Wesley


God does nothing except in answer to prayer

EM Bounds


Only God can move mountains, but faith and prayer move God

I went to a retreat shortly after I got saved and had an incredible time with God.  When I came home my mom told me that my dad was praying really hard for me.  I was shocked that my dad prayed but more than that I realized that what I received at the retreat was a result of someone else’s prayers – my parents.

Most of us are basically living off of other people's prayers. 

I went through a time like that once. I just recruited some intercessors that were gifted in prayer. I thought they are much better at praying than me, why don't I focus on other things and leave the praying up to the pros. I soon became very dry personally. I forgot Oswald Chamber's quote: 

Prayer is not for the higher work-prayer is the higher work. 

Lord, teach us to pray. 
There are basically two different kinds of prayers: 

1. Prayer that does not reach God 

2. Prayer that does reach God   

Luke 18:9-14                                                                                                                              Both men went to the same place, at the same time, and for the same purpose: ​to pray. 

The Pharisee prayed in his religious pride, expecting God to answer because he thought himself worthy. The sin of presumption.                                                                        

· He informed God of his own goodness, that he was better than others.   

· He boasted of his good works. He said, "I fast; I pay." 

This is the kind of prayer that does not reach God – self-righteous prayer. 

The publican came to God in great humility.   

· Conscious of his own unworthiness. 

· Confessing himself a sinner.  

· Begging for mercy. 

This is the kind of prayer that does reach God – righteous prayer. 

WHAT IS PRAYER?                                                                                                                  It is a rare privilege to pray, because it brings you into close fellowship with God, admitting your need for Him and your utter dependence upon Him.                                                   

Matthew 7:7-8                                                                                                                         Prayer is asking and receiving, seeking and finding, knocking and opening. 
It is talking with God. It is making your request known to Him in faith. 
The Lord instructs the believer to ask, seek, and knock. 
These three words cover the whole spectrum of prayer. 
1. Prayer is asking and receiving.                                                                                     
When you know the will of God regarding a need, whether it be material or spiritual, then you can ask and receive.                            

This is prayer according to the revealed work of God. 
1 John 5:14-15

And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him.

2. Prayer is seeking and finding. 
When you do not know the will of God regarding a need, whether it is material or spiritual, then you are to seek His will in prayer concerning the need until you find it. 

This is prayer for knowledge of the unrevealed will of God in a specific need. 

Colossians 3:1

If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

Jeremiah 29:12-13

Then you will call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.  And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.

3. Prayer is knocking and opening.                                                                                               
When you know the will of God, and yet you find a closed door, you are to knock, and keep on knocking until God opens the door.                                                           

This is tenacious prayer-prayer for mountain moving faith. Knocking prayer perseveres until the impossible becomes possible. 

This is miracle-working prayer. 

Matthew 17:19-21

Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast it out?”  And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible to you.  But this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”
All things are possible when you ask, seek, and knock.
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