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Matthew 7:9

Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!
Message
If your child asks for bread, do you trick him with sawdust? If he asks for fish, do you scare him with a live snake on his plate? As bad as you are, you wouldn’t think of such a thing. You’re at least decent to your own children. So don’t you think the God who conceived you in love will be even better?
We love answered prayers.

While crossing the Atlantic on an ocean liner, F.B. Meyer was asked to address the first class passengers. At the captain's request he spoke on "Answered Prayer." An agnostic who was present at the service was asked by his friends, "What did you think of Dr. Meyer's sermon?" He answered, "I didn't believe a word of it." That afternoon Meyer went to speak to the steerage passengers. Many of the listeners at his morning address went along, including the agnostic, who claimed he just wanted to hear "what the babbler had to say." 

Before starting for the service, the agnostic put two oranges in his pocket. On his way he passed an elderly woman sitting in her deck chair fast asleep. Her hands were open. In the spirit of fun, the agnostic put the two oranges in her outstretched palms. After the meeting, he saw the old lady happily eating one of the pieces of fruit. "You seem to be enjoying that orange," he remarked with a smile. "Yes, sir," she replied, "My Father is very good to me." "Your father? Surely your father can't be still alive!" "Praise God," she replied, "He is very much alive." "What do you mean?" pressed the agnostic. She explained, "I'll tell you, sir. I have been seasick for days. I was asking God somehow to send me an orange. I suppose I fell asleep while I was praying. When I awoke, I found He had not only sent me one orange but two!" The agnostic was speechless. Later he was converted to Christ. 

Trying to let the crowd know that God is a prayer answering God Jesus uses a formal argument in the Rabbinic tradition – how much more – qal vahomer.  Argument from minor to major.  
In Luke 11 if the lazy good for nothing neighbor will get up and avoid being shamed, then how much more will a loving Heavenly Father answer the door.
In this passage if an evil father can give good gifts, how much more will a good Father give to His children.
1. God wants us to pray

Satan does not want us to pray.

William Cowper


Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint upon his knees.

Martin Luther noted that Satan is well aware of what prayer achieves and can do.

That is why the devil creates so many obstacles and disturbances, to keep us from getting around to praying.

This Present Darkness

Prayer is powerful!

2. God does not promise to answer prayer until we ask

It all starts by asking.  If you are sitting next to your spouse it’s because one of you asked.

James 4:2b


…You do not have because you do not ask. 

Andrew Murray 

God's giving is inseparably connected with our asking.

God asks us to ask for His kingdom to come and His will to be done (Matt. 6:10). Why? Would God want us to waste time asking for something that was going to happen anyway? 
He asks us to ask for daily bread (Matt. 6:11), yet He knows our needs before we even ask. 
He asks us to ask that laborers be sent into the harvest (Matt. 9:38). But doesn't the Lord of the harvest want that more than we do?  
2 Thessalonians 3:1

Pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be glorified.

Wasn't God already planning to do this?                                      

Are not these things God's will?  Why then, am I supposed to ask Him for something He already wants to do if it's not that my asking somehow releases His will to be done?

It all starts by asking.

3. The process of prayer is sometimes delayed

God always answers our prayers – Yes, No, or Wait.

It’s the waiting that kills us.

Our prayers unfortunately don’t get answered right away.   

We are refined by the waiting and the digging in to prayer.  

Psalm 4:1


You have enlarged me in my distress

Rachab – to grow large

We learn to be patient like God is patient.

According to a traditional Hebrew story: Abraham was sitting outside his tent one evening when he saw an old man, weary from age and journey, coming toward him. Abraham rushed out, greeted him, and then invited him into his tent. There he washed the old man's feet and gave him food and drink.  The old man immediately began eating without saying any prayer or blessing. So Abraham asked him, "Don't you worship God?" The old traveler replied, "I worship fire only and reverence no other god." When he heard this, Abraham became incensed, grabbed the old man by the shoulders, and threw him out his tent into the cold night air.  When the old man had departed, God called to his friend Abraham and asked where the stranger was. Abraham replied, "I forced him out because he did not worship you." 

God answered, "I have suffered him these eighty years although he dishonors Me. Could you not endure him one night?" 

4. God wants to answer prayer

He is a good Father who wants to give good gifts to His children.  

He is not a stingy God!

So many of us have such a distorted view of God.  Discipleship is the way God fine tunes us so we see who God truly is and we see ourselves as who we truly are.

This week I slept one night in another room – deep down I got some issues man.

If a child asks for something wholesome to eat (bread, fish) will a father give him something that is inedible (stone) or even harmful (snake)?

Qal vahomer – how much more.

In his book Sit, Walk, Stand, Watchman Nee describes a preaching mission to an island off the South China coast. There were seven in the ministering group, including a sixteen-year-old new convert whom he calls Brother Wu. The island was fairly large, containing about 6,000 homes. Nee had a contact there, an old schoolmate of his who was headmaster of the village school, but he refused to house the group when he discovered they had come to preach the Gospel. Finally, they found lodging with a Chinese herbalist, who became their first convert. Preaching seemed quite fruitless on the island, and Nee discovered it was because of the dedication of the people there to an idol they called Ta-wang. They were convinced of his power because on the day of his festival and parade each year the weather was always near perfect.

"When is the procession this year?" young Wu asked a group that had gathered to hear them preach.

"It is fixed for January 11th at 8 in the morning," was the reply.

"Then," said the new convert, "I promise you that it will certainly rain on the 11th."

At that there was an outburst of cries from the crowd: "That is enough! We don't want to hear any more preaching. If there is rain on the 11th, then your God is God!"

Watchman Nee had been elsewhere in the village when this confrontation had taken place. Upon being informed about it, he saw that the situation was serious and called the group to prayer. On the morning of the 11th, there was not a cloud in the sky, but during grace for breakfast, sprinkles began to fall and these were followed by heavy rain. Worshipers of the idol Ta-wang were so upset that they placed it in a sedan chair and carried it outdoors, hoping this would stop the rain. Then the rain increased. After only a short distance, the carriers of the idol stumbled and fell, dropping the idol and fracturing its jaw and left arm.

A number of young people turned to Christ as a result of the rain coming in answer to prayer, but the elders of the village made divination and said that the wrong day had been chosen. The proper day of the procession, they said, should have been the 14th. When Nee and his friends heard this, they again went to prayer, asking for rain on the 14th and for clear days for preaching until then. That afternoon the sky cleared and on the good days that followed there were thirty converts. Of the crucial test day, Nee says: The 14th broke, another perfect day, and we had good meetings. As the evening approached we met again at the appointed hour. We quietly brought the matter to the Lord's remembrance. Not a minute late, His answer came with torrential rain and floods as before.

The power of the idol over the islanders was broken; the enemy was defeated. Believing prayer had brought a great victory. Conversions followed. And the impact upon the servants of God who had witnessed His power would continue to enrich their Christian service from that time on. 
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