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God Friday!

I gave my life to Jesus on April 18, 1992 the day after God Friday on a mission trip in Ensenada, Mexico.

On that God Friday we played basketball all day then went to service.  As we were headed back to our campsite my Aussie teammate yelled to all the partiers, “Mate, Jesus Christ died for you today!”

Just the year before I was in Palm Springs playing in a two-man volleyball tournament.  I was not necessarily partying but God and Jesus was the furthest thing from my mind.

The Cross of Christ is the great equalizer of the world. We are equal at the foot of the cross.  We are all simple sons and daughters at the Cross of Christ. 

Paul stated that the crucifixion was the most important knowledge that he needed.

1 Corinthians 2:2: 


For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 

We derive specific words from Jesus’ experience.  

Excruciating comes from the Latin excruciates – out of the cross.

On Friday, Jesus voluntarily submitted to be nailed to a cross and what happened that day and what He said changed the world.

Famous last words

Bob Marley


Money can’t buy life.

Leonardo da Vinci

I have offended God and mankind because my work did not reach the quality it should have.

Groucho Marx


This is no way to live.

Joe DiMaggio


I finally get to see Marilyn

Ludwig van Beethoven


I will hear in heaven.

Leonard Nimoy, Spock in Star Trek, tweeted


LLAP – live long and prosper

Elvis Presley


I’m going to the bathroom to read.

Harriet Tubman, gathered the family to sing on her deathbed


Swing low, sweet chariot.

Jesus Christ, John 19:30


It is finished

Three words that changed the world.

I have stacks of books in my office and home that I started reading and through a combination of circumstances, changing whims, forgetfulness and other excuses they are left unfinished.

When we think of Michelangelo we think of the Sistine Chapel, statues of Moses and David and so many other beautiful works of art but he actually left more works unfinished than completed.  When he was working on the Sistine Chapel in Rome he would tire of the work and return to his beloved Florence that he had to be constantly coaxed by the Pope to finish the work.

Cecil Rhodes, British businessman imperialist who founded the British South Africa Company and served as Prime Minister in his last words:


So much to do, so little done.

Now we have read of the mighty last words of Jesus – it is finished.

According to Matthew, Mark and Luke Jesus shouted out these words after He received a sop of vinegar the solders gave Him most likely to clear His throat and moisten His tongue.

Grammatically it is a 3rd person, singular, perfect, passive, indicative verb.  I know that sounds boring but it was a powerful shout.

It is 3rd person singular which means Jesus was not speaking of Himself but of something else when He said, It is finished.  

He didn’t say, “I am finished,” that would have been 1st person singular.  

He spoke in the perfect tense of the Greek language which indicates that a mighty act had been achieved and the results of it would abide.

Short track skating – Canadian was dead last.  So much slower than everybody else who was bunched up way in front of him.  On the last lap a skater crashed into another skater who brought everyone down because they were so bunched up.  The guy who was so far behind became Gold Medalist forever.  Perfect tense.

It was spoken in the indicative, which is certainty.  If there was any question about it Jesus might have said it in the subjunctive, “It may be finished, it should be finished.”  But it was a shout of triumph – It is finished!

That word, tetelestai—the verb in the third person, singular, perfect, passive, indicative—catches in itself, in one word, the mighty sweep of God in history. The substantive of that verb is the word teles: it gives us telephone, telegraph, television. 

It has about it the sense of that which has reached its goal, that which has come to ripen to maturity, that which has come to full completion. 

· A telephone delivers a message in sound to its desired destination 
· A telegraph delivers a message encoded
· A television delivers a message in picture 
When Jesus said, "Tetelestai," he was saying, "I have finished the right purposes of God and they have now been delivered to their appropriate and full intention."
It is finished – this was not the cry of a helpless martyr, not an expression of satisfaction that the termination of His sufferings was now reached, not the last gasp of a worn-out life.

It was the declaration that all that Jesus came from heaven to earth to do was now done!

In 19th Century Egypt Adolf Deissmann and others discovered papyrus from the time of the NT.  They discovered dried up business documents, merchant ship receipts with the word tetelestai – paid in full.

There is a sense in which the whole of the Old Testament was a deed waiting to be signed. Since outside the gates of Eden, as sin, failure, and guilt cast its shadow and eclipsed the human race through patriarchs, kings, and prophets, it was delivered up to that cross as if it were something that demanded a signature to bring it to pass. When Jesus said, "It is finished," it was as if he took the 39 books of that old covenant and wrote across them the name "Messiah," "Christ," finished.

Mark 10:45

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many

Tetelestai was used in different forms:
· Matthew 11:1 – finished, made an end.

· Matthew 17:24 – pay.

· Luke 2:29 – performed.

· Luke 18:31 – accomplished.

What was made an end of?  Our sins and our guilt.

What was paid?  The price for our redemption.

What was performed?  The utmost requirement of the Law.

What was accomplished?  The work which the Father had Him to do.

What was finished?  The making of Atonement.

God furnished at least four proofs that is was finished:

1. Rending of the veil – showed the way to God was now opened (Mark 15).

2. Raising Christ from the dead – evidence that God accepted the sacrifice.

3. Exaltation of Christ – demonstrated value of Christ’s work and the Father’s delight.

4. Sending of the Holy Spirit – to apply virtues and benefits of Christ’s atoning sacrifice.

God truly loves you.

Isaiah 53:10a

But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render Himself as a guilt offering...
Pleased – exquisite delight

Crush – daka – tear to pieces.  Only used in Hebrew poetry and God is always the agent of the harm.

It is finished!

It didn’t only mean that His life was over but the work of dying for man’s sins were finished and we have the assurance that we don’t need to add anything to it.

We don’t need to come to the Father with any good works or legalities.  Only the trust of the Lord Jesus Christ’s finished work.

It is an insult to add anything to this finished work.

Today you can be saved.
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