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Happy Easter!

Christ has risen! Indeed He has risen!
In the early 1920s when Communist leader Nikolai Bukharin was sent from Moscow to Kiev to address an anti-God rally. For an hour he abused and ridiculed the Christian faith until it seemed as if the whole structure of belief was in ruins. Then questions were invited. An Orthodox church priest rose and asked to speak. He turned, faced the people, and gave the Easter greeting, "He is risen!" Instantly the assembly rose to its feet and the reply came back loud and clear, "He is risen indeed!" 

Luke 24:1-12

The cross did not prove His ability to save us – it demonstrated His willingness to save us. The resurrection proved His ability to save us.

Billy Graham with German chancellor Konrad Adenauer. KA asked Graham,

Do you believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead? Graham immediately answered that indeed he did. There was a long silence from the chancellor and then he said, "Outside of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, I know no other hope for mankind."

Most significant coming from one of the greatest statesmen of the 20th Century and the one who picked up the ruins after Hitler had left the world and Germany mangled.

A lot of people say, "I believe in the resurrection; I just don't understand it."

Pollster George Gallup said even 84 percent of people who never go to church believe Jesus rose from the dead.

It is historical fact; it wasn't done in secret. The whole city of Jerusalem and the whole Roman Empire knew about it.

It was news. If CNN had been there, they would have had it live.

There are at least 15 historical references to Jesus meeting people, touching people, and talking with people after He had been crucified.

One time He cooked breakfast for some people.

One time He talked to about 500 people after He had risen from the dead. A lot of people saw Him.

Jesus did rise, He is who he said He was, He has the power He said He had, and He keeps the promises He makes.

In April 2002, the well-respected Oxford University philosophy professor Richard Swineburne used a broadly accepted probability theory to defend the truth of Christ's resurrection. He did this at a high profile gathering of philosophy professors at Yale University.

In a New York Times interview, Swineburne said, 

For someone dead for 36 hours to come to life again is, according to the laws of nature, extremely improbable. But if there is a God of the traditional kind, natural laws only operate because He makes them operate.

Swineburne used the Bayes Theorem to assign values to things like the probability that God is real, Jesus' behavior during His lifetime, and the quality of witness testimony after His death. The he plugged the numbers in a probability formula and added everything up.

The result: a 97% probability that the resurrection really happened.

So what?

Why is this important?

Why does the resurrection matter?

What difference does it make?

It’s important for three reasons.

1. My past can be forgiven

That's good news. Have you ever been halfway through a project and wished you could start over? A lot of times people feel that way about life. They get halfway through and wish they could start over. We have all done things we wish we hadn't done, said things we wish we hadn't said, and thought things we wish we hadn't thought. We all have regrets. We all feel bad about things.

We all have guilt.

Regrets are a horrible thing. Here's the good news.

Colossians 2:14

Having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.

This is God's pardon program. Jesus nailed it all to the cross. He paid for my guilt. That means I don't have to pay for it.

He wants to forgive your past. He wants to cancel every debt you owe-emotional debts, relational debts, and sins. All canceled.

2. My present problems can be overcome

A major complaint I hear from people today is this: "My life is out of control."

I feel powerless to change the situation...

I feel powerless to break a bad habit...

I feel powerless to save a relationship...

I feel powerless to get out of debt...

I feel powerless to manage my schedule.

What you need is a power greater than yourself. You were never meant to live this life on your own power.

God wants to have a relationship with you.

Ephesians 1: 19-20

And what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.

These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.

The same power that enabled Jesus to rise from death will help you rise above your problems.

Romans 8:11

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

The same power God used at the Resurrection 2,000 years ago can be used in your life right now.

Even though it's out of my control, it's not out of God's.

He will give me the power to face it.

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.

It's not about psyching myself up but about allowing Christ who lives in me to strengthen me.

3. My future can be secure

One of the universal problems we've all got is death. Let's face it – everybody dies. I'm going to die someday, and so are you.

Only a fool would go all through life unprepared for something he knows is inevitable. 
But sometimes we get so busy in the here and now we don't stop to think about what's going to come.

People don't like to talk about death.

If you don't believe me, invite your friends over, sit them down, serve them some coffee, and say, ‘Let's talk about death’ and see what happens.

People are wondering, "What's going to happen?"

There are a lot of misconceptions about heaven. Most of them come from movies with bad theology: Heaven Can Wait; Oh, God; All Dogs Go To Heaven. 
To find out what it's really like let’s check with the source. When you go to the Bible, what does God say it's really going to be like in heaven and hell?

1. Heaven is a perfect place. Total love, total peace, total joy, and total perfection. No sin, no mistakes, no evil, no bad, no errors. It's perfect in every sense.

2. Bible says is that in order for you to go there, you have to be perfect, because only perfection can exist in heaven. That leaves us out.  We can never be perfect.

There are two ways the Bible says you can get to heaven. 
Plan A is to earn it.

That's the performance plan. And to earn it you only have to do this: never sin and always do what's right for the entire time that you live. Just be perfect.

Since none of us qualify for Plan A, God came up with Plan B, which is this:

You trust Jesus Christ when He says, "I am the way, the truth and the life."

He was the only perfect person who ever lived, because He was God.

He came so we could know what God is like. And by trusting and establishing a relationship with Him, you get in through His sacrifice.

A father took his young son to a carnival one time for his birthday. His son picked six boys to go with him, so he bought a roll of tickets. Every line he'd come up to, he'd pull off seven tickets and give them to all the kids. When they got to the Ferris wheel, all of a sudden there was this eighth little kid with his hand out.

The dad said, "Who are you?"

The kid said, "I'm Johnny."

Dad said, "Who are you, Johnny?"

Johnny said, "I'm your son's new friend. And he said you would give me a ticket."

Do you think Dad gave him one? Absolutely.

When you get to heaven, you'll say, "God, I can't get in on my own effort. The only way I can get into heaven is because I'm a friend of Jesus Christ."

John 17:3

This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
That's what the Bible says. Jesus has already paid for your way to heaven.

The resurrection assures us that we have a place in heaven if we trust in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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