RESURRECTION OF THE BODY
INTRO  ( 3 / 3 )
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. - 1 Thessalonians 4:13
· Last week we celebrated ‘Resurrection Sunday.’ 

· Often, it is only time we may talk about resurrection in a church’s calendar. Besides a rare message on Lazarus or Tabitha being raised from the dead by Jesus; or maybe recounting the story of Elijah or Elisha’s resurrection miracles.

· It is as if the epic story is over. Christ died for our sins, was buried and rose again. The End. The Children’s bible finishes. … well maybe there is one last section about how Paul and the other apostles went out and made disciples of all nations…The End.

· The writers of Hebrews describes ‘the resurrection of the dead’ among other elementary teachings. What is he talking about? The Resurrection of Christ or something more?

· The truth is that the resurrection of Christ is not the end, it is the beginning.
· My hope is that as we get into the word today, the word will get into us and renew our minds and spirit.
I. RESURRECTION IS THE NEW TESTAMENT HOPE   ( 10 /13 )
1. Paul Preached the ‘Hope’ of Messiah and resurrection

a. Acts 13:13-41 (Paul speaking to the people in Antioch in Pisidia on Sabbath day in a synagogue) … v.32-33 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus… And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this way, ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’ Therefore he says also in another psalm, ‘You will not let your Holy One see corruption.’ For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption, but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. (People begged to hear more; Jews were jealous at the crowds; Gentiles rejoiced; disciples were filled with joy and holy spirit. From then on Paul was persecuted by local Jewish communities wherever he went.)
i. Legal not scientific facts (evidence of eye witnesses, circumstantial evidence, etc.) 

b. Acts: 17:1-3 (Paul in Thessalonica) Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” (And the Jewish leaders were jealous and stirred up the people.)
c. Acts 17:17-18 (Paul in Athens, where the wise men of the time called the teaching of the resurrection a ‘new’ thing.) So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 
d. Acts 23:6-10 (Paul on trial in Jerusalem by the Jews) Now when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. It is with respect to the hope and the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial.” 7 And when he had said this, a dissension arose between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 Then a great clamor arose, and some of the scribes of the Pharisees' party stood up and contended sharply, “We find nothing wrong in this man. What if a spirit or an angel spoke to him?” 10 And when the dissension became violent, the tribune, afraid that Paul would be torn to pieces by them, commanded the soldiers to go down and take him away from among them by force and bring him into the barracks.
e. Acts 24:14-15, 20-21 (Paul on trial in Caesarea by Governor Felix) 14 But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust. … Or else let these men themselves say what wrongdoing they found when I stood before the council, 21 other than this one thing that I cried out while standing among them: ‘It is with respect to the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you this day.’”
f. Acts 26:6-8  (Paul on trial in Caesarea by King Agrippa) And now I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, 7 to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope I am accused by Jews, O king! 8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? (Paul’s …)
I. RESURRECTION IS THE NEW TESTAMENT HOPE (cont.)  ( 7 / 20 )
2. Culmination of all our hopes as Christians and supreme Goal of our life of faith on earth 

a. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.
b. 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. 55 O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.
c. Philippians 3:8-12 “More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.”
d. 1 John 3:2-3 “Beloved, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not appeared yet. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”
II. RESURRECTION OF JESUS THE MESSIAH ( FIRST FRUITS  ( 8 / 28 )
1. First Fruits

a. I Corinthians. 15:20-23 But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep. 21 For since by a man came death, by a man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in [h]Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming. 
b. “First fruits” refers to the first portion of the harvest which is given to God. Most notably the first fruits are:
i. the first to come in time;
ii. a pledge or hope of the greater harvest to follow; and
iii. specially dedicated to God.
c. Deuteronomy 26:1-11 (A firstfruits ceremony is described) “Then it shall be, when you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you as an inheritance, and you possess it and live in it, 2 that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground which you bring in from your land that the Lord your God gives you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place where the Lord your God chooses to establish His name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him, ‘I declare this day to the Lord[a]my God that I have entered the land which the Lord swore to our fathers to give us.’ 4 Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before the altar of the Lord your God. 5 You shall answer and say before the Lord your God, ‘My father was a [b]wandering Aramean, and he went down to Egypt and [c]sojourned there, few in number; but there he became a great, mighty and populous nation. 6 And the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, and imposed hard labor on us. 7 Then we cried to the Lord, the God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction and our toil and our oppression;8 and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders; 9 and He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. . 10 Now behold, I have brought the first of the produce of the ground which You, O Lord have given me.’ And you shall set it down before the Lord your God, and worship before the Lord your God; 11 and you and the Levite and the alien who is among you shall rejoice in all the good which the Lord your God has given you and your household. (Note that the “first born,” whether human or beast, was also considered as God’s special possession and can be considered a type of first fruit.)
i. acknowledged that all good things come from God
ii. acknowledged that everything belongs to God
iii. expressing trust in God’s provision; just as He provided the first fruits, so He would provide the rest of the crops that were needed. 
d. Leviticus 23:9-14 - 9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 10 “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, When you come into the land that I give you and reap its harvest, you shall bring the sheaf of the first fruits of your harvest to the priest, 11 and he shall wave the sheaf before the Lord, so that you may be accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall wave it. 12 And on the day when you wave the sheaf, you shall offer a male lamb a year old without blemish as a burnt offering to the Lord. 13 And the grain offering with it shall be two tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, a food offering to the Lord with a pleasing aroma, and the drink offering with it shall be of wine, a fourth of a hin. 14 And you shall eat neither bread nor grain parched or fresh until this same day, until you have brought the offering of your God: it is a statute forever throughout your generations in all your dwellings.
i. Day after the Sabbath (Passover was a Sabbath) 
2. Jesus’ Resurrection is the guarantee of our resurrection  ( 7 / 35 )
a. Colossians 1:15-18 (Speaking of the preeminence of Christ) “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. ( (Likened to birth. At birth, the head is the fist thing to appear.)
b. Romans 8:22-23 “For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. 23 And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for it. “ (Holy spirit given to prepare us for the redemption of our bodies
c. Romans 6:4-11 – “3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become [a]united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be [b]in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old [c]self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be [d]done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is [e]freed from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, [f]is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.
III. YOUR BODILY RESURRECTION  ( 5 / 40 )
1. 1 Corinthians 15 
a. 6 Bodily Changes at The Resurrection v. 35 … 42-44 …49-50
i. Sown in corruption, Raised in incorruption (Does not decay) v.42

ii. Sown in Dishonor, Raised in Glory v.43

iii. Sown in weakness, Raised in power v.43

iv. Sown a natural/carnal (soulish) body (ex. David says, Soul praise the Lord), raised a spiritual body (ex. Ezk. 1, controls the body directly) v.44
v. Bear the image of earthly man (Adam), bear the image of heavenly man (Christ) v.49
vi. Mortal (subject to death) must put on immortal (will never die) v.53

b. Continuity: what you sow is what you get (apple seeds, yield apple trees); Apple seed is sown, a tree comes forth
c. Transformation: farmer plants a seed, not a plant; seed dies in the ground before the plant grows out of the ground.

d. Eternal Life: Unlike Lazarus, Tabitha, and others raised from the dead before Christ, Jesus never died again; he was the first with an incorruptible and immortal body
CALL TO THE CROSS: RESURRECTION TO WHAT - DO YOU BELIEVE?  ( 5 / 45 )
Each week we proclaim the Apostles Creed, “On the third day he rose again;” … and “I believe in… the resurrection of the body…” What do you actually believe?

1. (Paul definitively writes in) 1 Corinthians 15:12-19: “But if Christ is proclaimed, that He was raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, neither has Christ been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation is worthless, and your faith is also worthless. 15 And we are also found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified of God that He raised Christ; whom He did not raise if the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ is not raised. 17 And if Christ is not raised, your faith is foolish; you are yet in your sins. 18 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then also those that fell asleep in Christ were lost. " If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. (Effectively, without the resurrection of Jesus, we have no hope.)
In fact, one day we shall all rise from the dead. Not like Lazarus, who later died again and was buried, but like what Daniel the prophet says:

1. Daniel 12:2 - And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. When you awake, what will you find? Everlasting life or everlasting contempt?
2. John 5:21, 25-29 - For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes.25 Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. (Will you hear?) 26 For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is [f]the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. (When you come forth from the tomb, will you arise to a resurrection of life or a resurrection of judgment?)
3. For those that don’t believe, you are still in your sins. Romans 10:9 says it most clearly: "If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord,' and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved."
4. For those that do believe, 1 John 3:2-3 remind us that “We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” … “v.6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning.”
· If you don’t believe, I invite you to change your mind, confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead.

· If you do believe, I invite you to purify yourself or as John puts it in v.6, to abide.
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