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Matthew 7:12

In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
Message

Here is a simple, rule-of-thumb guide for behavior: Ask yourself what you want people to do for you, then grab the initiative and do it for them. Add up God’s Law and Prophets and this is what you get.
This could be Jesus’ most famous word.  In the world, it is known as the Golden Rule.  The dictionary defines the Golden Rule as a guiding principle.  Use outside of the Scriptures is very common.  In the business world it is referred to as the fundamental principles:

The golden rule of sales is to know your customer.

We have a golden rule in our family and would ask the girls to recite it over and over again – “Umma and Oppa are the boss.  And God is the Big Boss.”

The golden rule exists in other religions.

· Rabbi Hillel – “What is hateful to you, do not do to anyone else.”

· Brahmanism – “ Hurt not others in ways that you yourself find hurtful.”

· Confucius – “Do not unto others that you would not have them to unto you.”
Difference is Christ’s rule is positive while everyone else is negative.  Big difference.

· Jesus – Do to others, as you would have them do to you.

I believe our world would be a much different place if we followed Jesus’ teaching.
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It is a one-sentence rule of thumb that will give us what to do in a thousand complicated situations.

The therefore in this verse means that we need to look before to understand the context.

Here are some possibilities:

1. Since our heavenly Father loves us much more than our earthly parents do and would grant good gifts to us we should do precisely this for others.

2. Jesus had been telling us not to judge (Matthew 7:1-5).  The therefore then could apply to refusing to judge, since not pointing the finger would be doing to others as we wish they would do to us.

3. It could simply be an extension or conclusion of all of Jesus’ teaching on being merciful and being the salt of the earth.

1. Know what you want

You need to figure out what you want for yourself first.  

Jesus is appealing to our self-love.  It is the self-love principle put in reverse.  It is when selfish love should become absolutely unselfish.

We by nature love ourselves.

Ephesians 5:12a

for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 

So the first big question is what do you want – how do you want to be treated?

Let the Holy Spirit speak to you…
2. Take Initiative

Now that you know full well what you want for yourself and yet you hope that the other person might do it for you.  Jesus says do it for them instead.

Jesus wants us to take the initiative.  

Don’t wait for them to be nice to you – you take the initiative and beat them to it.  

Most of us are reactive.  We wait for people to say hi to us.  

When I first started dating I would take some initiative but I would wait for any hint of interest from the other party before I made my move.  

I had this great line – a little more sophisticated than Joey’s from the show Friends – “how you doin’?”
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There is something about you that wants me to get to know you more.  How about…

Think about how you would like to be treated and then do that to someone around you.

You want to be loved – go love on somebody.

You want to receive gifts – go give a gift to somebody.

You want to be praised – go heap some praise on somebody.

You want to be cared for when you are sick – go care on somebody who is sick.

It’s pretty simple.  Do unto others, as you would have them do to you.

The Golden Rule means to not wait until the other person to do the right thing first.

The husband might say, “I will love her when she submits to me.”

The wife will say, “When I feel he loves me then I will submit.”

The Golden Rule says go first.

Let’s be a community that takes the initiative.  Don’t wait – go and do it first.

The golden rule is the sum of all the Law and the Prophets.  

It is the principle of love that is the fulfillment of the Law.

RT Kendall uses this acrostic of L-O-V-E


L – let be.  Don’t panic, judge or try to change things.


O – overlook.  It is your glory to overlook an offense.


V – vulnerable.  We must become vulnerable and not be defensive.


E – effort.  We make an effort because it is our privilege.
Our God took the initiative and gave us His Son to redeem us. 

He didn’t wait for us to get right with God.

Romans 5:8

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Jesus showed us the way to live our lives the way He intended it to be lived and His promises are sure.

Luke 6:38

Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure – pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.
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