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Matthew 7:13-14

BIBLICAL TEACHING
Jesus is now moving from just teaching, to application.

Up until this point, the main focus of Jesus’ teaching has been to apply His treatment on the law.  Not only did he teach on it, He raised the standard.  Jesus teaches on the law saying that even if we looked at a woman lustfully we have committed adultery.  Then He teaches about murder, even if we spoke hatefully towards someone we have committed murder?  

Starting from here, Jesus begins to bring application to His teaching.  

There are two major themes.  It seemed that most people favoured one over the other in my research, in that they spent more time on one, or it seemed they believed Jesus was speaking on one more than the other.  Personally for me, I think Jesus is speaking on both.  
The themes are.

1. Jesus is talking about the way to salvation

2. Jesus is talking about living out salvation; or living the Christian life.

In order to make a case for both, we need to understand the context of the Sermon on the Mount.
Matthew 5:1-2

When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, His disciples came to Him.  He opened His mouth and began to teach them, saying”

· Matthew tells us that Jesus is addressing mainly His disciples
Luke 6:17-18
Jesus came down with them and stood on a level place; and there was a large crowd of His disciples, and a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear Him and to be healed for their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were being cured. 

· After selecting the 12 disciples, Jesus came down with them.
· So He was addressing the disciples, but there were crowds who were there who had heard Him preach and heal the sick prior.

What we also know was that He was speaking mainly to Jews.  As earlier on in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus address how to pray, give, or how to fast and juxtaposes His teachings with the Pharisees.  
SALVIFIC TEACHING

One of the strongest beliefs that Jesus was teaching against was the idea that the law saves.  Remember that the Jews had developed an extremely strong tradition of following and abiding by the law.  The Pharisees were disciples of a very strict rabbi named Rabbi Shimai.  As such, they were extremely strict and took pride in their ability to follow the law to the letter.  

Jesus, now teaching the application to His sermon on the mount.  Remember, at the beginning we talked about how Jesus teaches on the law saying that even if we looked at a woman lustfully we have committed adultery.  Then He teaches about murder, even if we spoke hatefully towards someone we have committed murder?  

What Jesus was addressing was the idea that there is NO WAY that we can live up to the law.  In fact, with Jesus’ teachings and the raising of the standard, there is no way anyone can have life if only through the law.  

Paul will say:

Romans 7:7

What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.”
Through the law, we know our sin.  So how does this come together?
If we look at Matthew 7:15, Jesus then says:

“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
Matthew 7:21-23

 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’
Jesus is addressing to be careful of any doctrine of salvation that was NOT HIMSELF.  In context of the teaching so far in the Beatitudes, He was addressing the doctrine of works and being able to keep the law. 
· Acting piously as the Pharisees does not save, nor are we able to fulfil the law to any degree.  It is ONLY through FAITH.  

· This is also why Jesus was often so brutally honest and direct when addressing the Pharisees.  

· Not only were they religious and inwardly prideful, they lead people astray to believe that it was the outward appearance and the ability to keep the law that saved.  

· They took pride in their religiosity, but inwardly they did not love God.  They loved themselves.  And as such were leading others toward this.

How are we saved?

Romans 10:8-10

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;  for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses,  resulting in salvation.
Confess:
· To declare, to profess, to promise
Believe

· Pisteuo

· Root:  pistis
· To believe with the conviction that it is TRUTH.  

· Another words, FAITH
· If relating to God, specifically that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and bestower of eternal salvation through Christ.

· Christ:  a strong and welcome conviction or belief that Jesus is Messiah, through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God.  

The ONLY PERSON, that can SAVE me, you, our families and friends, is JESUS Christ.  Son of God.  Who died on the cross for our sins.  And because of the love and power of God, JESUS was raised from the dead.  And the same power that raised Jesus, now lives in us.  And the blood that He shed covers us.  And we have no been deemed righteous before God.  
Each of us has sinned at some point.  It is only JESUS that saves.  He wants to make sure we walk in the RIGHT door.  

ADDRESSINGS SCRIPTURES LIKE
James 2:17

Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
James 2:26

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
· Understanding the Jewish mindset.  
· To know God was not simply an intellectual endeavour.

· For the Jews, to know, Yada, was to know by experience.

· To know God, or to confess to know God is not just to say we know what Jesus says, but that we know and DO.

So by confessing that Jesus is Lord, to the Jewish mindset, we should be doing what we believe.  That’s why they pray, they pray with the TEFFILIN, a leather strap that connects the head and their arm.  
What James is saying is, if there are no outward actions of faith, then do we truly believe.  

THE POINT IS, SALVATION STILL ONLY COMES FROM OUR TRUST IN JESUS.  

TEACHING ON CHRISTIAN LIVING
Luke 13:24

Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.
We know we are not saved by works.

In context knowing that Jesus is speaking to His disciples, whom He calls as true disciples.

· Strive – agonizaomai: labour fervently, to fight
· Root: agon: also to fight, 

· But used by Paul to describe the race set before Him and us.

But we know that we do not need to strive to enter the Kingdom, it is ONLY by faith. 

What is Jesus’ point?
2 Tim 4:7
I have fought the good FIGHT, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;
· What is the good fight?
Hebrews 12:1

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witness surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the RACE that is set before us.

· The GOOD FIGHT is being able to RUN THE RACE, that is to live FRUIT LIVES.  
· Paul often talks about the heavenly inheritance of winning the prize, the crown.  

· He is talking about heavenly reward.

What Jesus is saying is, FIGHT that you will enter, enter into what?  
Hebrews 4:11

God’s rest – we have finished the race, and we receive the prize.  Inheritance.

Enter into our heavenly inheritance.

What’s scary about this is what Jesus is saying about our inheritance.

The word Jesus uses for Destruction in Matthew 7:13

Destruction - apoleia - Perishing, ruin, destruction which consists of eternal misery in hell 

· from root: apollymi - destroy: render useless, put out of the way, to lose

· apollymi talks about the uselessness of something, perhaps those who also don’t walk in the teaching of Jesus.
· Or something becomes ruined.  

· Or when used in Matthew 26:8, it’s translated as WASTED.

It’s scary, Jesus is also saying, make sure you enter through the right door to be saved.
He’s also saying, though you may be saved, your inheritance may be wasted.  
Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
Matthew 13:18,22

“Hear then the parable of the sower.
And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
Jesus is saying, our inheritance and our lives could be wasted on simply running after the worries of this world. 

Believers need to persist in faith even though they have saving faith.

RT Kendall

"Why is it only a few find it?  Because only a few want it.”
RT KENDALL

APPLICATION
1 – HOW DO WE ENTER THE NARROW WAY? TO ATTAIN ETERNAL LIFE AND TO LIVE A CHRIST-CENTERED LIFE?  KNOW THE SCRIPTURES AND TEST ALL THINGS BY THEM
Most people when they read this verse, they imagine that the narrow path has the “HEAVEN” sign over it and the broad path has the “HELL” sign over it.  But actually, I want to suggest to us that’s not true.  See according to what Jesus is saying, the narrow gate has the sign “HEAVEN” over it.  And guess what’s over the broad gate?  Also, “HEAVEN”.  

Genesis 3:1-6

· Eve was not tempted dying fruit.  She wasn’t tempted by fruit that looked evil.  

· When she looked at the tree, she SAW that it was good for food, that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise.

· She was fooled by good things.  

· And so the question we need to continually ask when applying Matthew 7:13-14 to our lives is, is what we are doing SIMPLY GOOD?  Or is it GOD?

[personal testimony]

· Prophecy given to Steph and I to start a church aside from SP.

· It sounded VERY GOOD.

· Transformation church, reach out to the lost, 

· That God would fill the church with high-level people, the rich that needed a saviour

· It sounded REALLY GOOD

· Then it got a little wonky:

· This guy would then be my pastor, and my apostle for the church.

· DON’T TELL P. SAM

· He was asking me to betray my pastor, and my church.

· It was good, but it definitely wasn’t God.

2 – HOW DO WE ENTER THE NARROW WAY (BE FRUITFUL)?  WE NEED TO DIE TO SELF
I don’t mean a physical death, but a decision to let go of what we are and want, and to join Jesus.

John 10:20-25

Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast; 21 these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip *came and *told Andrew; Andrew and Philip *came and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus *answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his [h]life loses it, and he who hates his [i]life in this world will keep it to life eternal.
· Jesus has entered Jerusalem, and it is getting closer to His crucifixion.

· Some people can to find Jesus, and He says this to them.

· The parable of the grain:  The grain HAS to die.  If it remains a grain, it can’t become a tree.

· Jesus was talking about Himself.  

· If it didn’t die, there would be no fruit, meaning us.  And HE would be by Himself.  

· Then HE EXHORTS those listening to Him, don’t love your life!  

· IF you die, you will bear GREAT fruit

· What Jesus is saying here, He isn’t talking about salvation.  He’s talking about losing the inheritance, like in Matthew 7:13-14
Addressing fears:  a lot of times we are afraid, what if God asks me to do this, or go here and I’ll hate it.

But this simply isn’t true.  

God is a GOOD Father.  And He knows who He has made us to be.

We are wonderfully and fearfully made..

God knows where and how to use us best, where we will be happy and fulfilled.
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