
The Joy of Obedience
Bible Passages

Rich young ruler – a “Kairos” moment missed
As He was setting out on a journey, a man ran up to Him and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.  You know the commandments, ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’”  And he said to Him, “Teacher, I have kept all these things from my youth up.”  Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”  But at these words he was saddened, and he went away grieving, for he was one who owned much property.  (Mark 10:17-22)
· This person, whose name we don’t know, seemed to be sincere – he ran up to Jesus and knelt before Him
· He received an invitation of a lifetime from Jesus – the invitation to follow Him 

· The condition was, he would need to sell all he possesses and give to the poor (which, by the way, was coupled with a firm promise that there would be treasures in heaven)

· He ultimately rejected the invitation

· At the end, he went away “saddened” and “grieving”   

· He was not “disgusted”, but was torn inside

· There was a big part of him that wanted to follow Jesus

· This man could have been one of the disciples of Jesus that we still talk about today.  He could have been one of the leaders of the early church.  He could have walked with Jesus during His time on earth.  And yet, history knows him as the guy who was given a historical opportunity who completely blew it because he couldn’t let go of what he had on earth.
*************
KEY QUESTION: I speak to those who have accepted Jesus as our Savior.  What has the Lord spoken to us?  
Great Commission

But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful.  And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20)

1. God has made the commission very clear

2. The Great Commission is for all followers of Jesus every day
· Daily obedience

· We all have the awesome responsibility and the privilege of carrying out the Great Commission

· It was given to the followers of Jesus, not just to the “full time” ministers

· We, the Gentiles, are all here today because some group of people, throughout history, took the Great Commission seriously

· Just because we are not “full time” ministers, does not mean that we can or should be “part-time” followers of Jesus.

· We are all called to be full time followers of Jesus

· In the home (with our kids, visitors), house churches, classroom, in the office, in the restaurant, in the MTR, in the home

· This is where the meat of the ministry is.  The daily living out of the Gospel.

· Example of home

· Example of plane ride  

3.  The “Kairos” opportunities and moments that propel us into the Great Commission
· In addition to the daily obedience, God may call us into “Kairos” moments/opportunities

· “Kairos” opportunities ordained by the Lord that calls for steps of faith, often coupled with sacrifice, which can change the course of our lives and have a significant Kingdom impact

· “Kairos” – ancient Greek word for “right, critical or opportune moment”.

· I believe I’ve had several “kairos” moments/opportunities – when I was going through them, I don’t think I knew they were such moments. But looking back, I realize that they were.

· And my heart’s determination is to never miss such a moment or such period when they come.  

· BEIJING EXAMPLE 
· SPNY

· After four plus years in BJ, the Lord led us out of BJ.  

· I thought I was done with “Kairos” moments for the time being.  
· But then I had a dream in August 2016.  I actually largely shelved it for about six months.  But when I finally opened up and obeyed, it led to the birth of SPNY, which is a story for another day.
· What did I learn from all this – this adventure that the Lord took me on when my wife and I decided we would walk into the Kairos moment/opportunity that the Lord opened up?
· God is faithful – always 

· God + our obedience = change the world  

· God calls lay people to participate actively, centrally, in His Great Commission.    
· We saw and experienced lives saved, changed and grow – I believe there are over 100 who have been saved through SPBJ and many more who have been touched by God’s love and power.  
· When we are faced with a Kairos moment/opportunity, we have a choice, just as the rich young ruler had a choice.  In fact, our walk with God is marked with series of choices.  
· Perhaps for some of us, our hearts are so consumed by the things of this world, that we wouldn’t recognize a Kairos moment
· Perhaps for others, Kairos moments have come and gone

· Perhaps for others, you a Kairos moment is here

· And for others, it may be coming soon

· What will you choose?  What have you chosen?
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