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Isaiah 66:12-13

For thus says the Lord, “Behold, I extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you will be nursed, you will be carried on the hip and fondled on the knees. “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; and you will be comforted in Jerusalem.”

Well-known Jewish saying


God could not be everywhere, so He made mothers.

A loving mother is God’s tenderest image in humanity.

Spanish proverb


An ounce of mother is worth a ton of priest.

The greatest advice in the world is a mother’s advice.  

John 2:5


His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 
My mom, “Sammy, you can do better than this” spoken not with disappointment but with hope.

I’ve been having so many conversations with young pastors in different countries over the past few weeks – ministry is simple:

1. Pray

2. Hear God’s voice

3. Obey

Whatever He says to you, do it.

The Christian life is simple – its sometimes not easy but it is simple.

Only a mother can truly recognize the greatness in their children.  Even though Jesus seemed to be so disinterested in doing anything spectacular Mary knew her son was about to do something amazing and told the servants to get ready to obey.

Our own kids.  I tend to see what is there.  Lisa tends to see beyond what we can see now to see into the future of what is possible.

Sporting events – Elyse told me not to come anymore.  So sad.  When I go to the game I am constantly cheering but mostly lamenting.  Lisa is just cheering.

We all need this.  To be encouraged and cheered on.  The feminine qualities of God are sometimes overlooked.

Genesis 1:27

And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

C. Peter Wagner

If you have never been discipled by a female you are missing out on half of God’s image.

It was shortly after praying for female mentors that God brought Juanita into my life and she has continued to be one of the most precious blessings God has ever given to me.

The Jews for ages have related to God as a mother who nurses and nourishes the young.

El Shaddai

Genesis 17:1

Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty (El Shaddai); walk before Me, and be blameless.
Most English translations render El Shaddai as God Almighty, probably because the translators of the Septuagint (Greek translation of the OT) thought Shaddai came from the root verb, shadad, which means to overpower or destroy.  

The Latin Vulgate likewise translated Shaddai as “Omnipotens”, which we get our English word omnipotent.  God is so overpowering that He is considered Almighty.

According to Jewish sages though, Shaddai is a contraction of the phrase, “I said to the world, dai (enough, sufficient).  As in the famous word used in the Passover Haggadah, Dayeinu – it would have been sufficient. 

Genesis 49:25

From the God of your father who helps you, and by the Almighty who blesses you with blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lies beneath, blessings of the breasts and of the womb.

Jacob’s blessing indicates that Shaddai might be related to the word for breasts (shadaim), indicating sufficiency and nourishment.

Shaddai derives for the contraction of sha (who) and dai (enough) to indicate God’s complete sufficiency to nurture the fledging nation into fruitfulness.  

The first time God uses His name, Shaddai is when He refers to multiplying Abraham’s offspring.

Understood in this light, the name El Shaddai provides a picture of God’s nurturing love for our lives – God sustains us and loves us, like a mother her newborn child.

The name El Shaddai is directly connected with the sanctity of the promise given to Abraham regarding the future growth of his family and ultimately the coming of the promised seed, the Messiah.  God is almighty too as the babe is totally reliant on mom for nourishment and life.

God is our mother who nourishes us and comforts us.  God is tender and kind.

Matthew 23:37

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling.
This is why so many of us who have not received that tenderness in our relationship with our mothers there is incredible brokenness.

From our fathers we receive approval and from our mothers we receive love, warmth, and tenderness.

For many of us we have not felt His affection.  So important.  God wants to gather you under His wings.

As we celebrate mothers all over the world today.  Let’s appreciate them by listening to the best advice we can get – “whatever He says to you, do it!”

Today, receive His motherly affection so we can do what He says.
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