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1 Samuel 15:22, John 3 & 4

INTRO – START WITH SAUL 
Saul started with being SET APART by God.

1 Samuel 9:24a

Then the cook took up the leg with what was on  it and set it before Saul.  And Samuel said, “here is what has been reserved!  Set it before you and eat, because it has been kept for you until the appointed time…”

But Saul ended with

1 Samuel 15:22-23

Samuel said, “Has the Lord as much delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams.

Saul encountered God, was set apart, but yet fell to his pride.

Here is a critical summary of Saul taken from some scholars:

Strengths & Accomplishments:

· First God-appointed king of Israel

· Known for his personal courage and generosity

· Stood tall, with a striking appearance

· (goes downhill from there)

Weaknesses and mistakes:
· Impulsive by nature, he tended to overstep his bounds – I have wanted to prove my worth

· Jealous of David, he tried to kill him – I have compared myself

· He specifically disobeyed God on several occasions – I have disobeyed before

· His leadership abilities did not match the expectations created by his appearance.

· 1 Samuel 16:7a – “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him;”
How did Saul go from being chosen, raised up, then rejected so severely?  And am I Saul?
NICODEMUS AND THE SAMARITAN WOMAN
WHO IS NICODEMUS?
· He was a Pharisee

· John 3:1 Label: “ruler of the Jews”

· Member of the ruling Council called the Sanhedrin

· Numbers 11:16

· They were like the supreme court of ancient Israel

· In the NT, we see that they held the trials which resulted in the death of Jesus

· They were people of power, of high honor, of authority.

· Would be similar to a judge in court today

· Someone of great intelligence, knowledge, wisdom, discernment, and understanding
· Known for their piety – superstars of the Jewish faith.

· They were the Lebron’s, Curry’s, Harden’s of the Jews.

· The Tom Cruise’s of acting
WHO WAS THE SAMARITAN WOMAN?
· She was a SAMARITAN

· Samaritans were those that were half Jew and half gentile.

· Had no dealings with the Jews (John 4:9)

· They had their own temple and religious system

· Samaritans rejected Jesus because He was on the way to Jerusalem (Luke 9:51-53)

· The JEWS considered the Samaritans the worst human race, so they did not have any dealings with them.

· She was socially considered someone of very low standing.
· Having had more than one husband.  

· Being a woman in that time period meant that realistically she had very little voice or power.

· She was not sought after in terms of her intelligence or knowledge, and she was not honoured as a person of high value.

· Greatest evangelist to the Samaritans, and becomes a believer.

1 – Jesus encounters both  
Jesus did not disqualify either Nicodemus or the Samaritan woman based on their circumstances.  Neither did he give more importance to one over the other.  In fact, although Jesus speaks to each individually about things specific to their lives, we can see that Jesus did not hold back because of their social standing.  
Jesus wants to encounter you, whatever you may be going through, wherever you are, whatever you are doing, and in whatever sin you may be in.  
There was something very specific that Jesus was doing when He spoke with Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman.  
· Both had idols
· Nicodemus: stature and worldly value

· Samaritan woman: was believing that she was nothing.

· They are idols because neither of these thoughts represented who JESUS saw them as.  
These idols were keeping them from being able to truly know and love Jesus.  

· His stature made it hard to receive JESUS.

· The woman didn’t even want to talk to Jesus.

Nicodemus is easy to understand, but for those who have a low-view of your standing in God, you can understand.  It is a lie that we are told SO much, that we begin to believe it.  And the reason it is an idol is because we start looking at ourselves through what we believe rather than what JESUS sees in us.  
See, what Jesus wants for both Nicodemus and for the Samaritan woman in meeting with them was that He wanted them to see their TRUE selves for themselves.  And Jesus’ hope was that by encountering them and through the power of the Holy Spirit both will come into a humble alignment that no matter who they were to the world, whether of high status or low status, they were accepted by God, and that there was an incredible call on their lives.

HE wants to speak into YOUR life, and to be LORD, so that He can either remove whatever false God you are worshipping (in the case of Nicodemus) so that you can believe in the one TRUE God and way to salvation that is in JESUS, OR he wants to lift you up out of the oppression (like the Samaritan woman), out of the guilt, out of the tyranny, out of the self-doubt, and the devil’s lies so that you can also see the wonderful creation that you are, so that you can go and become a great agent of change in the name of God in those around you.

WHY is this important?

In the character of Saul in 1 Samuel, he actually is someone that encapsulates both low self-view and high self-view, neither of which are necessarily of God.  
Saul flip flops from insecruty to pride.
1 Samuel 9:21
Saul replied, “Am I not a Benjamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel, and my family the least of all the families of the tribe of Benjamin?  Why then do you speak to me in this way?”

· It is understood that when Saul said these things it was not out of humility, but from a place of insecurity.  How do we know?
1 Samuel 10:22

Therefore they inquired further of the Lord, “Has the man come here yet?” So the Lord said, “Behold, he is hiding himself by the baggage.”

· By chapter 19, Samuel was now going to declare Saul as king in front of the assembly of Israel, and what happens when he is about be chosen?  He hides… That is how insecure Saul is.  
Chapter 11
· What happens next is that Israel is about to go into battle with the Ammonite

· Spirit of God comes over Saul and Saul then becomes courageous and defeats the Ammonites through the Power of God.  He became the man. 
Chapter 13

· Now that Saul has won, and he’s become someone, the next time they need to fight, this time with the Philistines, 
· instead of waiting on God, Saul disobeys a command of God and starts the fight by offering a burnt offering himself.  It was customary for a priest and ONLY a priest to give a burnt offering before going in battle.  Saul, being in the situation he was in before, thinking he did it, runs ahead of God and breaks a command.  
SAUL
· As he swings from pride to insecurity through the victories, he first worries that he is unable, then becomes overly prideful from the success.

· THEN he worries that God isn’t going to do it because of his insecurity, 

· So he steps into pride as a way of medicating himself

· Which causes him to sin.  
2 – Who they were affected the way they responded to Jesus
After seeing that JESUS encounters both, I noticed the next thing.  Though both encounters JESUS, who they were affected the way they responded.

What is going on here?  Why was it so easy for the woman to receive Jesus and so difficult for Nicodemus?  
Both are children of God, both loved dearly by Jesus, both have a calling and a destiny.  Why is it that one has to walk away and think whereas the other accepts readily?

I don’t believe that Nicodemus is aware of this, but I think he has to think about it because what he is doing in his heart is weighing the value of Jesus with what he already has.

· He had everything that he already wanted.  Respect, status, works, prosperous lifestyle.
· After the encounter with Jesus, what Nicodemus had to do was to say, is Jesus, this man, enough to replace what I already have?

Whereas for the Samaritan woman, accepting Jesus was an easy choice.  When she weighed her options.  To never thirst again, to receive living water, because in comparison, what she had had very little value.  

To the extent that we are able to value Jesus higher, and regard what we have as low, that is the extent we are able to receive Jesus.  And the results are extremely contrasting.

Saul saw himself more valuable than God’s word.
1 Samuel 15:22-23
· Saul and Israel were fighting against king Amalek, and God tells Saul, go and fight.  I’m going to win for you.  But WHEN you win, I won’t you to destroy EVERYTHING.  Do not spare Amalek, do not spare his people, his livestock.  

· Saul goes and fights, and of course Saul wins.  And instead of destroying everything, he keeps the livestock.  
· Samuel when he enters the scene, REBUKES Saul saying, didn’t God tell you to destroy everything?

· What was Saul’s response?

· I kept them so that I could offer them as burnt offerings.

· We may read that and say, what’s wrong with that?  He just wanted to give God some burnt offering.  God likes the smell of fat.  

· Saul’s sin was REBELLION.  

· Like Nicodemus, Saul’s downfall was that he started to value who HE was, and what HE had, and in this case, what HE COULD DO, more than he valued the word of God.  
1 Samuel 23

For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as inequity and idolatry.

3 – IT COMES DOWN TO BEING WILLING TO RESPOND – REPENTANCE 
The story of Nicodemus ends abruptly without any mention of a confession of Christ.  Even later on in John 7 and 19 when he is mentioned again, there is never a display of repentance.  
This is where our understanding of repentance is important:

· It is not just an act of saying sorry

· SHOOB - The Hebrew word for repentant literally means to turn away, to leave behind.  AND THEN in the contexts it is used: to TURN back to God.
· Metanoia - The New Testament word of repentance is to witness a change in one’s life as a result of conversion.

· Repentance: is to then acknowledge our sin by turning away from it, going back to God, and then changing the way we live.
The Samaritan woman repents. 
John 4:28-29

So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city and said to the men, “Come, see a man who told me all the things that I have done; this is not the Christ is it?”

· The waterpot represents her livelihood.  It is what she is worth.  It is what she brings to the table.

· She leaves the waterpot, receives Jesus’ worth, then immediately goes and shares.  Not because she has to, but because she recognizes the worth of the the living God that she just encounters.

If you are not actively engaged in making Jesus known in whatever area of influence, capacity, or in whatever you have been given, and if you have simply taken your encounter with Jesus and kept it to yourself, then we must ask, am I truly a follower of Jesus.  Have I truly repented.
Nicodemus, having encounters Jesus, goes home to think about it.  He doesn’t receive Jesus.  He only engages PRIVATELY with Jesus.  The most that we read of Nicodemus is by the time Jesus dies, he comes and brings Myrr for His burial.  But never once does Nicodemus glorify Christ.

Back to SAUL

Saul never responds to his encounter with God (represented by Samuel) with repentance.
1 Samuel 15:14

But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears, and the lowering of the oxen which I hear?”

· Samuel had NOT YET given God’s judgement.  Samuel had NOT YET spoken and told Saul that God had rejected him.
· THIS WAS A MOMENT of choice!  Instead of choosing to repent, Saul chose to give an excuse.  A lousy one.  One that revealed that in his heart, he truly did not fear God.

· It was AFTER this, 

1 Samuel 23

“... Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He (God) has also rejected you from being king.”
· Saul then finally repents, not because he truly is repentant, but that he got caught.  We know this because Saul never actually changes the way that he acts.  Back to the New Testament word, Metanoia.
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