Matthew 7:24-27 - Built Upon the Rock
The Storm
What is the storm in this passage referring to?
Isaiah 25:4 - For You have been a defense for the helpless, a defense for the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; for the breath of the ruthless is like a rainstorm against a wall
Psalm 57:1 - In the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge till the storms of destruction pass by
Psalm 107:28-31 - Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and He brought them out of their distresses. He caused the storm to be still, so that the waves of the sea were hushed. Then they were glad because they were quiet, so he guided them to their desired haven.
Storms are a metaphor for trials in our lives. In the Greek, word for trial is Peirasmos. It can also be translated as temptation. The definition of trials or temptations in this context in Matthew then is “a putting to proof by experiment, experience, and discipline.” In other words, trials and temptations reveal the true condition of our hearts. 
Thomas Kempis, a German author in the Middle Ages, in talking about trials and temptations that a Christian will face, wrote this in his book, the Imitation of Christ:
Thomas Kempis - “My child, in this life you are never safe, and as long as you live the weapons of the spirit will ever be necessary to you. You dwell among enemies. You are subject to attack from the right and the left.”
What does the Bible have to say about trials for the Christian life?
Philippians 1:29 - For to you it has been granted for Christ’ sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake.
1 Thessalonians 3:3-4 - So that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know.
James 1:2-3 - Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
Our human nature loathes trials and but you can’t get away from the truth of Scripture. There is no escaping trials. Scripture shows us that it is a very present part of normative Christian living and that it shouldn’t come as a surprise when you encounter trials.
1 Peter 4:12 - Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you.
What Jesus is telling his audience about the storm is that don’t be surprised or act indignantly, as if you don’t deserve whatever trial is facing you. It’s not about whether you deserve it or not. Trials and temptations will come to you in all shapes and forms. They are used to test our fidelity, integrity, virtue, faithfulness, devotion, etc. They are not a bad thing!
The Wise Man
In the Greek, the word wise used in this passage is translated from phronimos. The root of this word means mind, understanding, and consciousness but it’s not just limited to something in our heads. It’s not just an intellectual understanding. Much like the Hebrew word yada, the usage of this word involves action. Look at v. 24. “Everyone who hears these words of mine and ACTS on them.” That is who the wise man is. There is action accompanying the understanding.
This is not just a New Testament idea. Hearing and action was inseparable in the Jewish mindset.
Deuteronomy 6:4-5 - Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
The word in Hebrew for hear in Deuteronomy, shama, doesn’t just mean to hear, but also to obey. You cannot hear without obeying. And so the implication of this passage in Deuteronomy for the Hebrews was that they would hear and obey. Obedience, as opposed knowledge itself, is what makes a wise man.
The Foolish Man
In the Greek, foolish is translated from moros. The Hebrew equivalent, nabal means impious or godless. Now, in talking about the foolish man, it may be difficult to identify with him. We look at the definition of the Greek and the Hebrew and say that we aren’t godless nor are we morons. For us, hearing the word of God accompanied with obedience almost seems like an afterthought for us. But if you think about it, and examine your lives, you’ll find this deep rooted inability to obey.
Proverbs 1:7 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Again, it may be difficult for us to identify with the fool in this passage. How many of you will despise wisdom and instruction. No one in their right mind will admit to that. However, the Hebrew word for despise can also mean to disregard. This piece of advice that I’ve received is not wrong, but there’s another piece of advice that takes precedence. 
Have you ever had a friend that comes to you for advice? And you spend so much time in talking to them and understanding them and giving them what you think is sound advice? And then they go right off to someone else, asking them the exact same question they just asked you? What did they even talk to you in the first place?
We may laugh at situations like those but that’s how we treat God. “Lord, your advice is good, but what my friend is telling me or what I think sounds slightly better to me right now. It fits my situation better.” The foolish man is arrogant and does not apply the wisdom that God gives him.
The Entire Picture
Let’s put this all together.
James 2:19-20 - You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?
When you obey the word of God, the result is that your house, or your life, comes through trials intact. You will stand firm and will not falter. Our faith requires obedience in order to be productive. Without obedience to His word, our life will fall to shambles when trials invariably comes. It might not happen right away because we think we are so accomplished and able to stand apart from the strength of God. However, storms will eventually topple over our houses because its built on shaky ground.
Paul understood this concept very well. Remember Jesus’ discourse on worry? That’s from Matthew 6:25-34. We spent three weeks talking about worry, which should tell you how important it is to synthesize all that teaching and apply it to your life. 
Philippians 4:11-13 - Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
Paul was fully able to apply what Jesus taught, knowing that it doesn’t matter what his current circumstances were. He would still be able to seek after God’s kingdom and His righteousness, knowing that all of his needs would be met. And look at the context that Paul was writing from in Philippians - he was in prison, which is a pretty big storm of life. Yet in his letter, Paul is always speaking about joy and rejoicing. There was no worry about his current circumstances.
Jesus tells the assembled crowd that storms will come and instructs them to heed his words. It’s not just the three warnings that he gives about the paths, the false prophets, and those that think that they know the Lord. It includes the entirety of the Sermon on the Mount.
This isn’t anything new to us. This is not groundbreaking revelation. So I have a few questions that will help us in our application. We’ve been going over the Sermon on the Mount for the past year and a half. How many of you have put into practice what you’ve learned since last January? 
We were taught to be a peacemaker and how that entails not running away from our problems and issues. Have you faced your family issues head on?
We were taught to be a person of light and how that is a result of generosity. Well, are you a person of light? Have you been generous? Let me say this - tithing is not generosity. Going above and beyond is.
We were cautioned against being a nominal Christian. Have you taken stock of your life to see what is the source of your salvation as P. Mary encouraged us to? Is your salvation because you prayed a prayer inviting Jesus into your heart? Or is it because you live a lifestyle of repentance?
Illustration of praying about adoption.
James 1:23-24 - For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.
Last month, I talked about how Christian culture today encourages false prophets. We like the simple messages that they preach because it’s comfortable. These comfortable messages doesn’t require much action with our response. RT Kendall calls this folk religion. It’s self-satisfaction and helps us avoid pain or inconvenience in the here and the now. Folk religion has a form of godliness, but lacks the power of the gospel. 
2 Timothy 3:5 - Holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power.
One of the important characteristics of the gospel is its power to change, and it’s not a cosmetic change, but a powerful and radical change. If you say that you have the good news, that you’ve heard and believed the gospel, then it would follow that your life exhibits radical change. That’s the nature of the power of God. 
Now God will do His part. But there’s also your own responsibility. Part of this radical change is that you take part in what God is doing. Let’s look at the parable of the sower and the seeds that landed on rocky soil.
Luke 8:13 - Those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away.
When you receive the word of God, you need to do your part. You need to clear the rocks away from the soil, to facilitate a healthy environment for the seed to sprout and bear fruit. It’s not automatic. You gotta get to work like the man in Luke 6:48.
Luke 6:48 - He is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation on the rock; and when a flood occured, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.
The wise man went to work and dug deep. The foolish man was only interested in appearances. Look back to 2 Timothy. He held to a FORM of godliness, or appearance, but not godliness itself and as a result, he was not changed by the power of the gospel.
Now I want to spend the rest of our time talking about a specific issue, and it will be uncomfortable for some of us here today. It’s this - the power of the gospel to change. Take a moment and give yourself a heart check. Does the gospel spur your life to produce deep and radical change? Does it encourage you to dig deep and to root your faith on solid ground? Or do you shy away whenever God challenges you with this question?
Maybe these questions will give you a sense of what radical change is. How many of you refuse to forgive your father for the deep and grievous hurts that he’s caused you? How many of you struggle with pornography but feel like you can handle it by yourself without accountability? How many of you are living with your boyfriend or girlfriend?
All these questions I’ve had to ask myself before at some point in my life. All of them. And in asking myself those questions, I’ve had to come face to face with what God was really asking me - am I saved? I can confidently answer yes now but at one point, I couldn’t. I heard the words, but I didn’t obey. There was no deep and radical change, there was no repentance, and as a result, I ended up like the foolish man.
This what I felt Holy Spirit speaking to me as I was prepping for this message. There are those here today who are currently picking up the pieces of their house or you’re in the middle of the storm right now and your foundations are being revealed and you see that there is no solid ground underneath your house.
Let this encourage you and I’ll explain what I mean. You are picking up the remnants of your house because Jesus loves you. This trial is coming to pass because God wants to show you something about your life to you out of His great love for you.
Growing up, I went to church and accepted Christ when I was young. I went to retreats and experienced God and had powerful times of worship and generally carried with me the assurance of salvation. However, as I look back, I carried the appearance of a Christian because there was no radical change in my life. I was addicted to pornography and my girlfriend at the time and I were crossing all sorts of boundaries, using all sorts of legalistic language to absolve ourselves.
I stopped following God, blaming Him for all that happened. How could you let my life get to this point? Don’t you love me? Don’t you care about me? Lord, I thought you would protect me? Why can’t you take away this guilt that I feel?
In my quiet time last month, Holy Spirit dropped a word of encouragement into my heart to remind me of His great love and I feel like He did it because He also wanted you to hear this.
Andrew, I am protecting you. I have always protected you. Even when you thought you walked away, I was working to protect you. I wanted to protect you from a life of a form of godliness, a life of cosmetic change. I wanted you to see what you had built your life upon. And so I let the storm come, not as a way of punishing you, but so that I could rescue you from a phony walk of faith.
