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Matthew 7:28-29

When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

Message

When Jesus concluded his address, the crowd burst into applause. They had never heard teaching like this. It was apparent that he was living everything he was saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers! This was the best teaching they had ever heard.
Jesus finishes the greatest sermon ever recorded in human history but he doesn’t take up an offering or do an altar call.  Apparently the people just left and went back to their homes.  The only person who comes forward is a leper (Matthew 8:1).  

The crowds were amazed at His teaching.  We might have expected Matthew to let us know the crowd being amazed at Jesus but he clearly states they were amazed at His teaching.  Matthew will repeat this again after Jesus’ confrontation with the Sadducees.  

Matthew 22:33


When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at His teaching.
Jesus touched their feelings.  The Greek, ekpleso, evokes an emotional reaction.  It is same words used when the man is healed at the Gate Beautiful in Acts 3 or when the crowd saw the deaf and mute man healed in Mark 7.

There are some parts of the church that are very wary of emotions – we are not here at SP.  God gave us emotions.  How excited are we over the World Cup but yet very unemotional when it comes to worshipping the King of all kings.  

We should not be afraid to be emotional – just don’t be controlled by them.

What were they amazed about?

1. Content of the Sermon

Central teaching was the Inauguration of the Kingdom of God.

Overview of the Sermon on the Mount

· Beatitudes – 9 blesseds and 1 rejoice

· Our roles as witnesses in the world – Salt and Light

· The role of the Law in our modern lives

· Our behavior and lifestyle in the Kingdom – murder, adultery, divorce, revenge, love your enemies, giving to the needy

· Our spiritual disciplines – prayer, fasting, and finances

· Our inner disciplines – worrying, judging others.

· Compare and contrast warnings – narrow and wide gates, true and false prophets and disciples, and wise and foolish builders.

Matthew very carefully sets the setting for the greatest sermon ever given.

The text hints that Jesus is drawn to the crowd.  He sees them, then moves up onto the mountain and sits down.

1. There is the mountain setting.  Jesus brings us a greater revelation.  God spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai and gave the Israelites the Law.  Now God speaks on another mountain to His people and gives them the first of the five blocks of teaching – His own unique and radical Pentateuch.

2. Jesus sits down.  Depiction is appropriate as the expected Jewish pattern of instruction is for the Teacher to be seated.  Thus Jesus takes the role of the scribes but Matthew is clear to point out Jesus is greater than the scribes.

Matthew 7:29


For He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes.

3. Jesus’ audience is hand picked.  Jesus' ethics specifically address disciples, but Jesus also invites those who are not disciples to become disciples and live according to the values of God's kingdom.  Matthew explicitly indicates that Jesus taught His disciples (5:1-2) but also that the crowds were present (5:1; 7:28-8:1), implying that Jesus wanted both to hear, calling both to decision.
The Beatitudes of Jesus provide a description of life in the Kingdom of Heaven, since to be in the Kingdom of Heaven means to be comforted, to be accepted, to be satisfied, to be shown mercy, to see God, to be called God's child, and to reign with the Messiah in His glory. The term Beatitude comes from the Latin beatitudo meaning blessedness.

Although we tend to think of the Kingdom as something future (and therefore remote), each of these blessings is a present possession for the person of faith (and therefore near).  It should be mentioned that the initial phrase of each of the Beatitudes does not contain a verb.  There is no "are," no "is," no "blessed are..." 
Instead of reading them as statements, "blessed are the poor in spirit"; they should be read as exclamations: "O the blessedness of the poor in spirit!" 
This way of reading agrees with the Hebrew use of ashrei, a particle interjection that means "how happy!"  The root means to walk righteously in joy that is often used in the Psalms. 
Psalm 1 

How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the seat of scoffers!  But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  And he will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does, he prospers.

Each initial phrase therefore does not function as a conditional statement, but rather expresses a present reality: "O the joy of the poor in sprit, of the mourners, of the gentle, of those who sincerely care for what is right, of those who are merciful, of those pure in heart, of those who make peace, of those who are persecuted." 
Blessed though means more than the emotional state of being happy or prosperous.  It includes spiritual well being, having the approval of God and thus a happier destiny.  Jesus was not expressing ethical idealism as much as he was revealing the lifestyle of those who trust in Him.
Some commentators have suggested that the Beatitudes are presented in a progressive order, with each preceding one preparing for what immediately follows. Thus the poor in spirit become mourners over their sinful condition. Humbled, they then deeply care for righteousness and find it in the sacrifice of Jesus who showed them mercy. As they become merciful, they learn to see beyond appearances to behold inner beauty in everyone. Hatred and strife grieves their hearts, so they become peacemakers.  Ultimately, however, their passion makes them misunderstood and mistrusted, and therefore they become subject to persecution....

In general it may be said that the Beatitudes imply the transposition or upside down values of commonly accepted (this-worldly) values. What is highly esteemed among the world is of little value to God, and conversely, what is of value to God is often scoffed at by the world.  This "transvaluation" of the world's value system is part of the scandal of the gospel message. 
1 Cor. 1:25

Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men
Humility is the keynote of the Beatitudes, just as pride is the keynote of fallen human nature.  It is incomprehensible for human pride to regard slavery as a status greater than that of power and lordship over others, but this is precisely what Jesus said.

Mark 10:42-45
Calling them to Himself, Jesus *said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them.  But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant;  and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all.  For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”
There will be many surprises in the world to come, with those considered "first" being regarded as last and those considered "last" regarded as first. 
The Kingdom of Heaven is a redeemed community of the righteous who practice sacrificial love for the welfare and honor of others.  
Jesus is the true King and Source of this Kingdom. And as He will go on to expound in the Sermon on the Mount, the heart of the law is love, and love is the law of the Gospel. 
2. His Authority

The word authority means different things to different people.  Leadership, police, government (authorities), parental authority or church.

Oxford Dictionary


The power or right to give orders and make others obey.

Exousia – the ability to perform an action without any hindrance in the way.


There is a dangerous side to too much authority – Hitler, Stalin, Putin – World Cup.
For centuries people believed that Aristotle was right when he said that the heavier an object, the faster it would fall to earth. Aristotle was regarded as the greatest thinker of all time, and surely he would not be wrong. Anyone, of course, could have taken two objects; one heavy and one light, and dropped them from a great height to see whether or not the heavier object landed first. But no one did until nearly 2,000 years after Aristotle's death. In 1589 Galileo summoned learned professors to the base of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Then he went to the top and pushed off a ten- pound and a one-pound weight. Both landed at the same instant. The power of belief was so strong, however, that the professors denied their eyesight. They continued to say Aristotle was right.
Why were they amazed at His authority though?

1. He wasn’t like the scribes who merely repeated from other rabbis.  

Jesus was fresh, He was original yet at the same time He merely copied the Father.  

John 8:28
So Jesus said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He,
and I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these things as the Father taught
Me.

2. He had no fear.

Jesus was not afraid of man, the crowds, or the devil.  He wasn’t worried if He got a word wrong.
After the sermon was done Jesus didn’t need to go to a friend to get reassurance that He did ok.

E.g. – my chapel experience.

Can you imagine Jesus going to Peter following the Sermon on the Mount and asking Peter, “How did I do Pete?  Did you like the point I made about asking, seeking and knocking?  Were you impressed by My use of alliteration on the Blesseds?”

Jesus’ authority came from the fact that He was totally free.

2 Corinthians 3:17


Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Jesus was fearless.  No fear.  

Ephesians 6:19 (NIV)
Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel,
Even Paul asked that he would preach without fear.  Jesus was different.  He had no fear.

Courage is not needed when you have no fear.  Courage is needed when you are filled with fear but proceed anyway.

Jesus was fearless because He was filled with perfect love.  

1 John 4:19

There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves
punishment, and the one who fears is not perfected in love.
Jesus didn’t need to worry about punishment.  He didn’t need to punish anyone nor was He worried that His Father might be displeased with Him.  

He was at total peace when He spoke.

Our prayer for every preacher at SP!
Preach to impact, not to impress.

May we live out the Sermon on the Mount everyday of our lives.
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