The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-23 NASB)


What are Parables?
Parables are stories that help that help us to understand the spiritual.
They are stories that take place in the natural, and point to the spiritual.
The word ‘Parable’ comes from the Greek word ‘parabolē’.
The word parabolē which literally means ‘putting things side by side’.
What Jesus is putting side by side, is the natural and the spiritual.
Why Parables?
When Jesus speaks in a parable, the disciples respond with, “Why do You speak to them in parables?”
There are 3 reasons:
1. It was a teaching tool to explain the spiritual.
2. Jesus is fulfilling prophecy.
Matthew 13:13 NASB
Therefore I speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.
Jesus is referencing...
Psalm 78:2 NASB
I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings of old,
Matthew 13:14-15 NASB
[14 ]In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says,
'You WILL KEEP ON HEARING, BUT WILL NOT UNDERSTAND;
YOU WILL KEEP ON SEEING, BUT WILL NOT PERCEIVE;
[15] For THE HEART OF THIS PEOPLE HAS BECOME DULL,
WITH THEIR EARS THEY SCARCELY HEAR,
AND THEY HAVE CLOSED THEIR EYES,
OTHERWISE THEY WOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES,
HEAR WITH THEIR EARS,
AND UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEART AND RETURN,
AND I WOULD HEAL THEM.'
Jesus is referencing…
Isaiah 6:9-10 NASB
He said, "Go, and tell this people: 'Keep on listening, but do not perceive; Keep on looking, but do not understand.' [10] "Render the hearts of this people insensitive, Their ears dull, And their eyes dim, Otherwise they might see with their eyes, Hear with their ears, Understand with their hearts, And return and be healed."
Jesus is pointing out to the disciples that the prophets had announced in advance that the Messiah would come speaking in parables, and how the crowds would react. Jesus is making a statement that he is the Messiah!
3. Keeping things a secret
Matthew 13:12 AMP
[12] For whoever has [spiritual wisdom because he is receptive to God's word], to him more will be given, and he will be richly and abundantly supplied; but whoever does not have [spiritual wisdom because he has devalued God's word], even what he has will be taken away from him.
The parables are like a code. And the key to deciphering that code is being receptive to God’s word. If you devalue God’s word, then you won’t understand a thing.
Among the crowd was a whole mix of people. Some were hungry for whatever Jesus spoke, and because they were hungry “more will be given, and he will be richly and abundantly supplied”. But then there were those who were full of cynicism and ulterior motives like the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and for them “even what he has will be taken away from him”.

What do you do when you read the Bible and you come across something you don’t understand? Does it bother you? Or do you push through because you want to complete the 5 chapters, or get through as much as you can in 30 minutes?
Or even when you come to Sunday service. Are you here because that’s just what a “Christian” is supposed to do, and you are just waiting for things to finish so you can fill your belly? Or are you here because you are hungry for the word of God?
If we value the God’s word, we will receive revelation and understanding. If we devalue God’s word, we are unable to understand spiritual truths. And that is especially the case with parables. 


The Parable of the Sower
We just came back from the retreat where we spent 4 days with R.T. and Bobby sowing seeds into our hearts. But from that, we will respond differently, and this parable illustrates those different responses.
In this parable, there are three things to really focus on.
1. The sower
2. The seed
3. The soil
1. The Sower is the Witness
In the parable, the sower is the witness who shares the word.
Jesus’ final words to us is… 
Matthew 28:19-20 NASB
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
So we are all called to share and preach his word!
So in this parable, we are all also the sower.
Notice how the sowers goes about his sowing..
a. Indiscriminate Sowing
Why didn’t the sower just sow the seed on good soil?
Seed was sown ‘broadcast’ style by scattering it in all directions by hand while walking up and down the field. The average rate of sowing wheat varies from twenty pounds per acre upward, which allowed for wasted seed. Fields were plowed both before the seed was sown and after, plowing across the original furrows to cover the seeds with soil. . . . It was common for seed to be scattered on the hard paths that surrounded the fields. Birds would swoop down as the farmer walked on and eat the seed.
In the parable, the sower would sow the seeds indiscriminately.
And so we are also called to share the word of God indiscriminately.
Why? Because we do not know what is going in the hearts of man.
Alpha is a great example of this. Some people who take it at the beginning seem super resistant and at the end, they are totally committed and in love with God. Some who seem so open and optimistic at the beginning, don’t even make it to the end.
b. Fearless Sowing
Notice also that the sower was not reprimanded for sowing seeds that were by the roadside, on rocky ground or by the thorns. We are not responsible for what happens to the seed, we just need to do it.
2. The Seed is the Word of God
We can only sow seed, if we have seeds to sow.
We are instructed…
Psalm 119:9,11 NIV
How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I have hidden your word in my heart so that I might not sin against you.
We can only share, what we have.
3. The Soil is the Heart
One thing to note in this parable, everyone's initial response is positive. There is no initial negative response. Everyone will initially “hear”.
There are 4 types of soil that are listed.
1. Soil beside the road
2. Soil in rocky places
3. Soil with thorns
4. Good soil
1. Soil beside the road - the Hard Heart
Matthew 13:3-4 NASB
[3] "Behold, the sower went out to sow; [4] and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up.”
Matthew 13:19 NASB
[19] When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.
This seed, the word of God is received on this hard heart. This heart is cynical and resistant. It is unable to grow, and just lays dormant on the heart, which the enemy comes and takes away. There is no word of salvation that is able to enter the heart.

2.  Soil in rocky places - Shallow Heart
Matthew 13:5-6 NASB
[5] Others fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, because they had no depth of soil. [6] But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.
Matthew 13:20-21 NASB
[20] The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; [21] yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.

This is the man who receives the word with joy, but there is no foundation. When the elements batter this plant, the scorching sun, the rain, the wind, it’s roots try to draw up nutrients, but it cannot. In that same way, when life’s circumstances batter the man, he has nothing to draw on and he falls away.

3.  Soil with thorns - Worldly Heart
Matthew 13:7 NASB
[7] Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up and choked them out.
Matthew 13:22 NASB
[22] And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
MATTHEW 13:22 AMP
' And the one on whom seed was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the worries and distractions of the world and the deceitfulness [the superficial pleasures and delight] of riches choke the word, and it yields no fruit.'
The thorns that are mentioned, are weeds. While this seed is in good soil, it is surrounded by weeds. While this seed is trying to grow, it is surrounded by weeds that are sapping it from it’s nutrients.
These weeds are the worries and distractions of the world.
The word of God saids…
We are more than conquerors (Romans 8:37)
We are sons and daughters (Galatians 4:7)
We are so valued, that Jesus would die on the cross for us. (John 3:16)
Yet where do we get our value from?
Spouse? Friends? Job? Instagram & Facebook likes?
Do no be anxious. Anything that makes us anxious are those things that will choke the word.

4.  Good Soil - Understanding Heart
Matthew 13:8 NASB
[8] And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty.
Matthew 13:23 NASB
[23] And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty."

The good soil is the the bomb! Who wouldn’t want to make a return of a hundred times! The word enters our heart and does a work that not only transforms our lives, but also the lives of others. Among the soils, this is the only soil that is praised by Jesus.
So this is really the only soil I want to focus on. 


How can we have good soil?
How can we have an understanding heart?
How can we grow?
1. Desire Intimacy
During the retreat, RT challenged us to pray and read the bible. And then Bobby came to preach. I was struck not by how well he knew the Bible, but by how well he knew God. 
What is intimacy? It is the desire to know someone, and also be known.
How do we know God? Read the Bible.
How can we be known by God. We pray.
These spiritual disciplines are the vehicle to experiencing intimacy with God.
So often we read His word so we can get answers, but we also need to read his words because we desire intimacy with Him.
2. Real Submission
Being real, and then submitting like Jesus.
Matthew 26:39 NASB
And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will."
3. Radical Obedience
Nate: How can I grow in the prophetic?
Bobby: Whatever Jesus tells you to do, you do it. If you don’t take care of step-one, there won’t be a step-two.
