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PSam, how can I grow?  Growing deeper in God’s word and pray.  But for me personally its not just about praying but what has helped me grow the most is praying in the Spirit otherwise known as speaking in tongues.

It’s not sticking your tongue out and waggling it with your hands or repeating hallelujah 10 times.
“Bought a Honda should have bought a Yamaha.”
Ephesians 6:18

With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit…

Gordon Fee

Contrary to contemporary thought, those who had read this in Paul's day had no doubt in their mind that he was talking about speaking in tongues.

1 Corinthians 14:39

…Do not forbid to speak in tongues.

Present tense imperative.

You are forbidding to speak in tongues. Stop it and continue to stop it.
Scholars say that the construction is designed to halt an action that is in progress. So that when someone says that Paul is saying Paul's against speaking in tongues, Paul ends up by saying whatever you get out of this, I want you to know that if you've been telling people to stop speaking in tongues, you cut it out and continue to cut it out.

1 Corinthians 14
v. 1

Desire earnestly - present tense imperative.  Keep desiring as a command.
v. 2

Does not speak to men but to God

If someone says I don't understand you when you speak in tongues. No duh, you're not supposed to understand.

Story of boy saying grace. Said grace and started eating. Dad, “are you done?”
Boy, “yes.” Dad, “did you pray?” Boy, “yes.” Dad, “I didn't hear you?” Boy, “I wasn't talking to you dad.”
Not complicated.

Mystery - mysterion.

We want to understand everything.

Some things God wants to keep for Himself.

Moses - Exodus 33, if you see His face, you die.

Moses saw God's behind and called it glory.

We are spiritual beings.
Pierre Tielhard de Chardin, French Jesuit priest and philosopher

We are not human beings having a temporary spiritual experience.

We are spiritual beings having a temporary human experience.

Every once in a while as a spiritual being I am participating in going beyond the ineluctable modalities of the visible. I don't know what I said but I do it.

1.  Language of Wonder

Sometimes I want to say, God I love you, but I know love is not what I want to say. 
God, what I want to tell you, I'm not capable of telling you. I don't know the words,

Oh for a thousand tongues to sing, my great Redeemer's praise

The glories of my God and King, the wonders of His grace

In his collected writings, Shakespeare used 31,534 different words. 14,376 words appeared only once and 846 were used more than 100 times.  According to one estimate, the average speaker of English knows between 10,000-20,000 words.  
There is no language sufficient to converse with a God who is so big, deep, and mysterious.
Amazing grace is just a phrase but it cannot begin to describe what's going on inside of you when you think about the goodness of Jesus and all that He's done for you.

Your soul cries out, thank you Jesus, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

Then you finally say, there's gotta be something beyond this cause Hallelujah just doesn't cut it.

Then you discover that when God recognizes that you are going to have moments in your life where you are limited in your ability to worship Him, He says, look, let me invite you while you are here on earth to participate in something that takes place in the heavenlies.

How can I do that - just open your mouth.

Language of wonder, language of awe, language of transcendency.  It takes you out beyond the place where you are where no one understands what you're talking about but God.

There's a conversation going on in heaven right now.

The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are conversing with one another and they say you can participate but you can't understand.

Have you had a time when you're in God's presence and you're saying xoxoxo.

God what did I say?

"If I tell ya, I'm going to have to kill ya."

In your spirit speaking mysteries.

Paul in 2 Corinthians 12

Went to 3rd heaven and saw things inexpressible but couldn't write them.  He could participate but he couldn’t understand.
v. 3-4

Jude 20

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith praying in the Holy Spirit.

Can't lose weight reading diet books - must workout.  Build outside.

How do you build up the inside?

2.  Language of Work

You can pray for hours, hang out and speak in tongues the whole time and not miss anything.

When you're doing it, you're building yourself up.

Selfish? Just as selfish as eating.

You know you need to pray, don't know what for but as soon as you pray in tongues ... rest assured that the Holy Spirit is directing your prayers.

It’s the language of work.

3.  Language of Weakness

Romans 8:26

And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groaning too deep for words; and he who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because he intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

Moans and groans> not a discernable phraseology.

I pray in tongues not because I have arrived spiritually or I am spiritually mature.
I pray in tongues because I am weak.  I don't know what to pray.  I don't have my act together.  I need power from on high.

I need Thee Oh I need Thee

Every hour I need Thee

I know that because I am weak, God has given me a gift to help me to pray.  

Most times I don’t know how to pray but when I pray in tongues I know my prayers are according to God’s will.

Why we don’t teach our kids Korean – we are not very good at it but also we want our own language that the kids don’t know and we can talk about them in front of them.

God invites us into our own language where its just between us.

But primarily I speak in tongues because Jesus said I would.

Who was the first person to mention speaking in tongues?  Paul, Timothy, Peter?  It was Jesus!

Mark 16:17

And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues;
If you have a problem with speaking in tongues, you have a problem with Jesus.  
Jesus prophesied it.

As with the reminder that Jesus is the first to mention speaking with tongues, there is a second remarkably important fact related to their first occurrence but is often too easily overlooked.  Yet the profound simplicity and crystal clarity of this fact says something about the Father’s view of the spiritual language: The church began speaking with tongues the same day it came into being!  That’s a fact worthy of a special place in our heart’s understanding, seeing our heavenly Father, the Living God Himself, was the sole designer and sovereign instigator of Pentecost’s events.

Jack Hayford

The Father certainly wouldn’t have allowed anything unworthy, unlovely, or unloving to accidentally happen.  Speaking with tongues didn’t just crowd in on its own, as though man forced an arbitrary Johnny-come-lately sign upon the church’s birth and into the church’s origins.  Neither was this spiritual language an embarrassing surprise to the Almighty!  Rather, the supernatural gift of language was given for holy and wholesome purposes, and He allowed it because He created it and He completely endorses it. 

Tongues – spiritual language – is God’s idea and Jesus prophesies it!

If you want to see what you've never seen you need to go where you've never gone.
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