Making Decisions
I don’t get asked a lot of the same questions.But one thing that I have noticed in several of the discussions that I’ve had with people, church members, students, friends, etc, is that they are in the process of making decisions. They ask different questions but the core remains the same - they want to make good decisions.
In talking about making decisions, I have three things that I want to look at. 
A. The Element of Fear
We do so many things out of fear because fear is sometimes such a good motivator. We can work hard out of fear. We can push our kids to do well in school out of fear. We can work to improve our social image out of fear. We like to keep our options open because we are FOMO - we have the fear of missing out. And so we want to make sure we get our decisions right. The bigger the decision, the more time that we spend on it. 
We get so into the decision itself that we neglect why we are making the decision. Whatever choice or circumstance that faces us, because of the stress that it causes, we wrap ourselves up in the answer itself, and we ask things like “God, what do you want me to do” or “is this God’s will for me?” Ultimately, we fear that we’re not receiving a maximum return on investment with regards to my decision making.
If you’ve been at SP for sometime, you’ll know that “is this God’s will for me?” is not the best question to ask. Yes, God has a will and a purpose for you, and it’s to prosper you and not to harm you, and to give you hope and a future. But is that God’s purpose? What is the mission of God? 
Matthew 28:19-20 - Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations…..teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.
Isaiah 42:8 - I will not give My glory to another, nor My praise to graven images.
His mission does not revolve around us, but rather, Him. It’s to glorify Himself through the salvation of humanity and His creation. So to ask the question, “is this God’s will for me,” is not the ideal question to ask. Asking that question puts the fulfillment of self as the center of attention and all our decisions will be to satisfy ourselves. 
The Paradox of Choice
As an affluent society, we have so many options and choices at our disposal. Purchasing earphones example.
Psychologists call this the paradox of choice. Barry Schwartz talked about this concept in his book The Paradox of Choice. His central argument is that because we focus so much on ourselves and our wants, we produce an overabundance of choices but it is that overabundance that prevents us from being to make a decision. We aren’t able to make a decision amongst all the choices because we fear that we’re not getting the most out of our decision.
This is not just theory. Sam and Fi’s book rotation example. 
When you ask yourself the question “is this God’s will?”, you’re trusting that He will maximize the return on your investment and that you’re not missing out on anything when making decisions. You don’t need to ensure you get as many choices as you can because it’s not about you. 
Colossians 3:3-4 - For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.
Jesus’ death counts as our death but in the same way, his life counts as your life. The gospel has secured all of our blessings and benefits that we need. It is not by our efforts and our works, but by Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. Any decision that we make, regardless if it’s right or wrong, will not affect that status.
Ephesians 1:3 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ.
God has BLESSED us with EVERY spiritual blessing in Christ. He has already given it to us. All that belonged to Christ, we are now the possessors of. No bad decision can take that away.
Is your decision or lack of decision being driven by fear? I talked about the fear of missing out, and that’s just one of the many facets of fear, but are you being motivated by fear in your decisions?
Colossians 3:15 - Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body.
That’s what happens when we dwell on what God has done and what His purposes are, instead of our own. 
B. The Process
Time spent interning at SP example
Making decisions, I’ve found, isn’t always about getting your choice right. In our minds, there is a direct correlation between the idea of making the right choice and victory; the wrong choice produces defeat. Again, I think that this is the wrong question to be asking, although it’s not really a question at all. 
Romans 8:28 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
It is very important that we clearly understand what this verse is saying. First, it’s not saying that God makes all things work to your good, but for good, meaning His. The focus in this passage is squarely on God and His purposes. Second, Paul says all things meaning it can be good and bad. Third, the location of the verse places it within the context of pain and suffering. So Paul is trying to teach us that for Christians, even in dire circumstances, we can still hold onto the hope of victory in Christ. This blows away the correlation we have in our minds about right choices equating to victory and wrong choices equating to defeat.
Apartment hunting example
The results were not encouraging. There was no way we could afford what we wanted outside of an act of God. Or if we could afford it, the surrounding area wasn’t great or transport is bad and other factors like that. So I began questioning God. Lord, we stepped out in faith and obeyed where You were guiding us. What’s the deal? Did we hear wrong? Was it the wrong decision?
I don’t think it mattered. Because in the course of looking for new flat, God brought up all these fears and insecurities and frustrations that I had and these issues would have only come up through this process. And I’m still dealing with these issues.
I get really frustrated when my expectations aren’t met. My expectation was that God was going to do something amazing and show just how He was going to work things out for His purposes, part of which included bringing me to this new amazing apartment. And so when every flat that we’re looking at wouldn’t work for us, I began to get increasingly upset at the situation and just got mad at everything, mad at Cora, mad at God, mad at myself. And I just sulked and it seeped into every aspect of my life. But without stepping out in faith, I wouldn’t have seen this insecurity within me that God wanted me to deal with. 
Romans 8:29 - For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.
There are times when the situation doesn’t require a right or wrong choice more than it requires us to go through the process. Understanding that it’s a process is key in making decisions. God wants to refine us through our decision making process, in order for us to become conformed to Jesus. 
C. Worship
If you have a decision facing you, worship. Worship is one of the best ways to humble yourself, especially when you come to God and you pray according to the ACTS acrostic. Adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication. But the key is that you spend most of your time in Adoration. I feel like a lot of us don’t have the vocabulary and the experience with adoration because we often jump to the last two. Quick tip - read the end of the book of Psalms, especially 145-150. And listen to how people pray in adoration to God.
When you’re in that place of adoring God, something happens in your spirit and to your spirit. It’s a supernatural transaction that I can’t explain but your spirit just gets lifted up. The same thing goes for singing. Play worship songs that do not focus on what God does for you, or what you will do for God. Play some old school stuff that declares the greatness of God, the righteousness of God, the faithfulness of God, the majesty of God. 
2 Chronicles 20:5-24

Background
Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, had started off as a good king but then pride got the better of him. A prophet gave him a word from God to repent and so he did, instituting reforms throughout his nation. After this had happened, three nations that surrounded Judah came to attack Judah and this is where we pick up.

V. 5-13
All of Judah are already gathered in Jerusalem at the temple, seeking out the presence of God because they need to know what to do. Jehoshaphat launches into this long speech about the faithfulness of God that He had shown in the past to the Israelites. And he also talks about what God promised He would do for the Israelites because they were powerless to do anything themselves.
When you’re faced with a tough decision and it’s really eating you up, are there times when you go to God and petulantly tell Him that He needs to be faithful? “YOU said that You would be faithful!” I think what Jehoshaphat is doing here is to remind himself and the nation of Judah that has gathered that God is faithful. To go back to the what God has promised, to His word and to re-orient their lives to Him. In making decisions, go back to what He has said and remind yourself of them. Meditate on them and pray over them. Maybe God will give you a fresh revelation of His word to you.

V. 14-19
When you are soaking in the Word of God, the Holy Spirit will come and bring fresh revelation. Just like the Holy Spirit came upon Jahaziel to speak, He will come and plant Scripture into your heart, giving you that wisdom and reassurance. He will speak through Godly brothers and sisters around you. 
Now Jahaziel instructs the people of Judah to do something very strange - v. 17. What kind of battleplan is this? But yet, Jehoshaphat and all of Judah accepted this and obeyed. 

V. 20-21
The next day, the army goes out as instructed. Jahaziel’s word was that they didn’t need to fight but just to stand and watch, which meant, they needed to actually show up in order to see what God would do. We need to show up. Obedience doesn’t mean we sit and be passive. We need to take action and go to the places where God is going to work in order to see Him moving. 
In Jahaziel’s instruction, he gave a very strange battleplan. Just stand and watch. Jehoshaphat takes this this to another level: as his army his marching into war, he stations the worship team at the front of the army, dressed in holy attire, meaning, no armor at all. And they begin to sing, and take notice of what they are singing. Does that sound like they are fearful? It wasn’t a cry of “Oh Lord, You need to show up because we’re in trouble.” They knew, even if they didn’t know. They had faith and hope and continued to persevere even when they could not see God moving.
And that’s why we worship when we face decisions. God is faithful and He is always working for His good and that will always benefit us that are called according to His purposes, even in the midst of difficult circumstances.

V. 22-24
While they were heading to the battlefield, God was moving and the rival army began killing each other. So by the time the army of Judah arrived - when they came to the lookout of the wilderness - the battle was already done.
The Lord is faithful and His purposes are always accomplished. And you know what the great thing is - He isn’t on your side. Really, that’s an awesome thing. Because you suck. I suck. We all do. The great thing is that we are on His side. And worship should remind us of that, so in major decisions that take place in really bad circumstances, we are able to trust in Him and His goodness.
