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to know Him * to be like Him * to make Him known




Matthew 9:36 
“Seeing the people, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd”
.
Message

Through the demonstration of His life, Jesus calls us to practice love, kindness, and compassion to those we encounter on a daily basis. The uniqueness of Jesus' ministry rests on His concern for people. He truly loved people and considered them worthy of respect and compassion because of who they were.
In Matthew 9:36  we see Jesus using an analogy of sheep, they were in distress, in need, hurt, thrown to the ground, the word here in the Greek has a deeper meaning that just in need- Jesus saw with a spiritual insight the condition of the multitudes or the condition of that woman in Luke that has lost her son, what do you see? How do you see people? How do you see those who suffer? How are in distress? Poor?  
Origin of Poverty and God’s Character

If we consider the origin of poverty in the Bible we can suggest “wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.”
 Sin was the entry point for death to come into the world. The original word for death is “thanatos” and it defines not only the “end” of this life on this earth, but suggests that death is a painful and destructive process. 
Death came to bring disorder to the human life, not only to cease life, but also to slowly make life miserable. In fact, when we hear or speak about poverty we think of misery. 

Misery by definition is: The state of suffering and want as a result of physical circumstances or extreme poverty.
  Poverty brings isolation, separation, hopeless.
We see the first fruits of sin in Genesis.
 This is the first time pain is mentioned in the life of man.  Let’s go to genesis 3:16 – 17 the word for pain – “Itstsabon” means worrisome, toil, and sorrow.  Before that there was perfect harmony, abundance, and beauty. Then it goes on to give us a picture that out of hard work and toil we will produce our daily food and that life will come with painful groans. Something that was not part of man suddenly entered the world before that there was no lack. There was no worry of not having. 

Poverty is a sign of scarcity and misery and it is indeed against the nature of God. From the very beginning we see that God’s heart was to bless, to give and to provide for man. God never intended for humanity to live in misery and scarcity. Scarcity is not part of who God is and is never His heart for us. 

Our God is a God of love, justice, and concern for those who are in need. The Bible clearly teaches us that we are to care for the poor and those in need. Now we can consider that a person in need is not only a person that lives under the cruel agents of scarcity, but those also who have not lived according to God’s plan and purpose for us as humanity. 
Let us consider the beginning with Adam and eve.

Now as we consider that poverty came into the world as sin came into the world let us examine what ramificatoins came if we focus on poverty.  
When God place Adam and Eve at the garden he gave them authority, to name the animals to have dominion but they didn’t have to worry about food, about clothing, about rain. 

· Separation

· Isolation

· Loneliness

· Pain 

· Broken relationships

See poverty is not just “Material things” poverty leaves us in isolation, in despair, in loneliness, in pain, in broken relationships with God, with each other, and with the world. 
All of us were made unique, with a destiny and inherit value, we all have dreams, we experience happiness and pain in our lives.  Every human being is equal, if we don’t understand that poverty goes beyond a material lack we cannot help the poor without actually hurting them. 
Who are the poor? Psalm 82:3- 4
· The poor, low, weak, needy, lost,
· Fatherless, no security, lonely, alone, deprive, soon to die

· Afflicted, depressed, in mind or circumstances, humiliated, chasten, oppressed

· Needy, lack, destitute, hungry
Do we see what Jesus see? Do we feel what Jesus feel?  Or do we only do that during outreach? Jesus is calling us to make compassion a life style, a daily choice to see what He sees! 
Throughout the Old and New Testaments the revelation of God's compassionate character is revealed through His acts of kindness and concern for human suffering. From the beginning of creation God reveals himself as a God of covenant love — one who cares for His people. Though humankind sinned, God again and again performed overt acts of kindness and love to people.

Through the demonstration of His life, Jesus calls us to practice love, kindness, and compassion to those we encounter on a daily basis. The uniqueness of Jesus' ministry rests in His concern for persons — He truly loves people and considers them worthy of respect and compassion because of what they are. 

The compassion of Christ carries the notion of tenderness and affection. It is a feeling with and for others that is a fundamental and distinctive quality of God. He is the God of all comfort and the Father of compassion (Psalm 116:5; 2 Corinthians 1:3-5). Jesus compassion show no limits. He ignores categories of people that are set within society and touches those who would come to Him — no matter who they are or what they have done. The attitude of Jesus to the multitudes surrounding Him is characterized by the profound compassion He has for their weaknesses as seen in Matthew 15:22
 and Mark 8:2
.  Jesus showed them that people for Him were of extreme value.
Jesus calls us to practice love, kindness, and compassion to those we encounter on a daily basis. The uniqueness of Jesus' ministry rests on His concern for people. He truly loved people and considered them worthy of respect and compassion because of who they were.
Do you compartmentalize your compassion? Do you see with the spiritual eyes Jesus see? Jesus wants to give us “His” eyes to see those around us with His eyes.  This takes a decision to see, to allow Him to show you what He sees.  Mother Teresa was able to see the untouchable with Jesus eyes, she saw “Great Value” even in those were dying.

“She wanted to show the love of Christ in all she did—in helping the malnourished child and the woman dying in the gutter. To her, all these were simply “Jesus in His distressing disguise”

She lived out the commands of Christ: love God, and love your neighbour as yourself. And she deliberately made some of the poorest people on earth her nearest neighbours Because true religion is to care for the fatherless and the widows those in need.
Do you want to practice true religion? The answer of pure religion is in James 1:27- Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress- and to keep Holy. 

Jesus calls us to walk in His likeness every day in Romans 8:29 (Pp) that we have been chosen to be like Jesus- in 1 John 11:1- to be imitators of Christ to follow Jesus example-  see at times we have compartmentalised our care for those who suffer.

The heart of God is seen throughout the Scriptures. God values people. He cares for those that are weak, for the fatherless, for those that are unable to speak for themselves and for those that are being oppressed. In fact at times we tend to think that we are to be religious by only doing ‘religious’ activities but as we look to the Scriptures we realized that true ‘religion’ is indeed to reach out to the homeless, to the poor and to save them from the hand of the wicked.
  
Do you want to see what Jesus see, are you willing to take that chance? 
When we know God we will be able to see those in need, distress, and we will not only leave at that but take action because to BE like Jesus requires position ourselves to see what He sees!  
� Romans 5:12, (KJV).


� Merriam-Webster, s.v. “Misery,” � HYPERLINK "http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/misery" �http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/misery�.


� Genesis: 3:16-19, (NIV).


� Matthew 15:22 (NIV).


� Mark 8:2  (NIV).


� James 1:27
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