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Nehemiah 4:14

When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: "Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses."
Lisa and I used one of our date nights to watch Crazy Rich Asians.  It was entertaining and I was somewhat proud of Singapore – though I know some Singaporeans didn’t like it.  A few things did trouble me though.
1. Negative portrayal of Christianity

Story starts with the main character’s mother in a Bible study which was really a cover for ladies to gossip.  

Showed rich ladies dressed elegantly for a Bible study but more of a social club.

A church is a social club but its much more than that.

They were obviously only into themselves.

William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury


The Church is the only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of those who are not its members.

There is another scene where two Bible study ladies comment about the $40m wedding when a good Methodist would only spend $20m.  
Conspicuous consumption instead of a compassionate concern for the poor and needy.

When some of us get to heaven we will have a lot to answer for.

Proverbs 22:9


He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.
Galatians 2:10


They only asked us to remember the poor-- the very thing I also was eager to do.
2. Negative portrayal of fathers

Not one father figure in the movie is good.

· Ken Jeong’s character is an idiot.  The grandfather is only in a few cameos and always with a ridiculous smile like a fool.

· Rachel’s birth father is an adulterer, mom’s husband was physically abusive.  She grew up without a father.

· Nick’s dad is absent on a business trip the whole time. Grandfather is also not in the picture.

· Araminta’s dad doesn’t even walk her down the aisle

EG class talking about this and one of our members said, “So, that’s how it is in Chinese families.”

Men we play a very important role in church, family and society.

The importance of fathers in our churches. 

· If a child is the first person in a household to become a Christian, there is a 3.5 percent probability everyone else in the household will follow.

· If the mother is the first to become a Christian, there is a 17 percent probability everyone else in the household will follow.

· If the father is first, there is a 93 percent probability everyone else in the household will follow.

The importance of fathers in our society.
· 63% of youth suicides are from fatherless homes – 5 times the avg.

· 90% of all homeless and runaway children are from fatherless homes – 32x

Winkey Pratney


A runaway child is a result of a runaway father.

· 85% of children who show behavior disorders come from fatherless homes – 20x

· 80% of rapists with anger problems come from fatherless homes – 14x

· 71% of all high school dropouts come from fatherless homes – 9x

· 75% of all adolescent patients in chemical abuse centers come from fatherless homes – 10x

· 70% of youths in state operated institutions come from fatherless homes – 9x

· 85% of all youths in prison come from fatherless homes – 20x

· 63% of youth suicides come from fatherless homes

· A Columbia Univ study found that children living in two-parent households with a poor relationship with their father are 68% more likely to smoke, drink, or use drugs compared to all teens in two-parent households.

· Teens in single mother households are at a 30% higher risk than those in two-parent households.

Daughters of single parents without a father involved are:

· 53% more likely to marry as teenagers

· 711% more likely to have children as teenagers

· 164% more likely to have a pre-marital birth

· 92% more likely to get divorced

I could go on and on but I think we get the picture.

Why is this important?  Fathers, you play a key role in the life of your children because you are the lens through which we view Father God

God’s primary revelation to us is as a Father.  

Ephesians 4:6


One God and Father of all who is over all and though all and in all.

1 Corinthians 8:6

yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we exist for Him;

The enemy works overtime to distort this image through our earthly father so that when we see the heavenly Father we see through a distorted lens.

If God’s primary revelation to us was as a Mother, then our relationship with our moms would be jacked up as well as a tremendous amount of societal ills will be because our moms abandoned us.

Father – the lens through which we view Father God.

There are many types of fathers that we have grown up with and it has had an effect on us.

There is a great need in our families, churches, and society for men to be men.  

1 Corinthians 16:13


Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
Men don’t go to church because it has in many ways been too feminized.  

No more over the mountain and we are lilies songs…

1 Corinthians 11:3

But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.
God has given us the unique privilege of being the head of our households as we submit to Christ.

With great power comes great responsibility.  

What kind of men are we?  What kind of father, husband, brother, son?

Men, we are warriors.  

When our family is in trouble we fight!

When the Assyrians captured Lot’s family, Abraham turned his household into an army and rescued them.  He set them free like a knight in shiny armour.

Genesis 14:14-16

When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. He divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and defeated them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus. He brought back all the goods, and also brought back his relative Lot with his possessions, and also the women, and the people.

Men, we are protectors.

When thugs harassed the daughters of Reuel, Moses stood up and drove them all away.  He then cared for the helpless women showing them honor and compassion and by taking care of their animals.

Exodus 2:17-19

Then the shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and helped them and watered their flock.  When they came to Reuel their father, he said, “Why have you come back so soon today?”  So they said, “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and what is more, he even drew the water for us and watered the flock.”
Fathers should protect their families not only from physical dangers, but also mental and spiritual dangers.  We should keep wrong influences from entering the home and into their lives.

Men, we are gatekeepers.

We keep the enemy at bay.  We stand between our families and danger.

In Nehemiah when the Jews were being persecuted while rebuilding Jerusalem Nehemiah rose up and spoke to the 

Nehemiah 4:14

When I saw their fear, I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: "Do not be afraid of them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your wives and your houses."
He encouraged them to work with one hand and carry a weapon on the other hand.

We stand between the enemy and our loved ones.  So don’t bring garbage into your home.  We are gatekeepers
Men, we are prayer warriors.

1 Timothy 2:8

Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and dissension.

I went to SPSG’s 5th Anniversary.  So good.  Only bad part was when the head of IP, Carol, asked where are the men who pray?  I challenged the men of that house to step it up.

1 Corinthians 16:13


Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.
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